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The Chief of Information
Navy Department
Washington, D.C. 20350

...
Doar Sir:

I am submitting tho enclosed manu8cript in!accordanc~ with paragrap~

26 of NAVPERS 15891C• I request that it be given a security review.

I feel that'all the substantive information has been previously
--related in the pr-e ss , in various books, in television news coverage

and in the 1968 Senate Gulf of Tonkin Hea.ringa. 'l'he r-e is nothing
new in this nature that I could n~t locate usually two or more publio.
sources to document.

I initially felt concern that I micht be the firat official spokeo­
man to'" confirm this information. Since I have read Hr. McNamara' spublio
testimony, this may not be tho case. Ho confirmed much of the information.
The Pentagon Paper3 are also recoenized ~s unquestionable official
reliability, and they too cover much that I discuss here. I howe also --,
been advised by your office on the telephone, that my position as a
Navy officer in a position to know this information wouLd not be a
sensitive issue.

•
The only security information that I Jmow is being revealed for

the first time is that in regard to the handling of the North Vietnamese
prisoners. The basic facts were made public again by r.1r. ?<leNamara.
Additiona.l information Has rele:tsed in an article I prepared for the
Institute Proceeding in 1971. The article concerned the attack when
these men ve r e captured. It ,.;a3 not printed to my know Ledge , but H
was cleared for release at that time. The information I relate herein,
I do not consider to be sensitive. It is personal interest type of
information to give the flavor of the interrogation. Considering that
it is noWT nine years after the events discussed, I do not believe
that anything revealed here is still a security conc~rn•

.
The enclosed maYluscript is not complete. I am still. \'lorking on the

last chapter, but it is purely a. summary and will contain no ~bW

information. I would appreciate your earliest review of this manuscript,
as it is almost ready to Bubmit to the publisher. Thank- you for your
consideration.

Respectfully yours,

d$~---~_
R :f...~ ~~innon, LGDR, VSlI, Ret
555 Ocean Boul~varJ

Coron~do, Ca. 92118

(714) 435-2419
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The' Gulf of 'l'onkin n~',;olu~iof1 !I.'l.o~;':hl OJ" th:;) Uni t ed ;..i-t.:.\tl;a Congres8 '"

on August 7. 1964 ,·me tho foundation' roz- the \o-;ar ill Vietnam Ola it io

romembered today. The story leading up to th~8 HCtlolutionhas bElen

.probed by many, but the \-forid hae yet 100 knoll \~hat renlly occurred.. . .

1 am the only one who can a.ccurately tell about tho military events

that 'led tb this fateful logi elutive act, Sufficient time han passed

without authoritative data being made availablo, that I conoider it

an obligation' to the public and to future .h i s'tor-Lana to rela.te tho

details of that epoch. week.

The Resolution was paosed in the wake of three days of military

aotiv{t·~. 'lbe U.S.S. t1a.ddox, a United Stat013 deatroyer, ha.d been

att.acked in the Gulf by three North Vietnamooe PT boa'ts, Two daya

·later, there seell1ed to be anotner attack On H~ddox and a BiDt~r

destroyer, theU.S.S,_ Turner Joy. The United Stat~s retaliatod by,
oending air strikes against North Vietnam' sna-val bases. 'l'he reta.liation

was viewed as a just respoueethat would advise North Vietnam and the

"orld, that the United Sta.tes was determined to enforce the hiatoric

principl. of freedom of the seae.

~as Congress intentionally deoei ved when thay voted on thio rneasuro?

'l'hi." question haa been asked before. Congress, in fact, asked it of

themselves in the ~eliateG\llf of Tonkin Hearings in 1968. '.I'ho" answor,

acc~pted now by most, iG that they.were not doceived, butperhapo the7

acted either prematurely or \{~th misplaced trust. 'l'he ReeoIut Lon

definately did not turn out ap" intended.

The Resolution was panoed in great haoto by Con,:;ressional standard6.

Publio opinion overwhelmingly ouppor-ted the Pre6i~ontJ.;2-1 act i on , Congr'caBt

the lawful r-epz-eae nta t I vee of t.he ,..eoplo, \j • ..l't'.' anxf.cun to show the wor-Ld

that they too could act quickly und n~ar uno.nimcualy to endorfJe the

•
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Presid~r.t. 'l'he Heco Iu lion ...IUS the veh i c Lc for e xpr-e c:;nin:e: Lh i.c opinioil.

'1'~c Hcr:ohd.j<.1ll ;lle Lht; " ~lll rm'i" of the rtesolut ion \o/ere t,oJO di fferent

·~hings. 'I'h.is \IU~ not ilfl.lled.io.tely appa,rent be caune of the U.S. dome c t Lc

political .situa:tion. It Ha() only after tlie Pr"oidnnt \~~S e Ie cted Tn 11in

own right for his firnt full ·t(,rm, that tho dd s oar-L ty uouId be come

evident. Ij,'he Hesolutiol1 ~Ia.:J, in t r uth , not a Congr'~Golonalone. It had

been propared byth" Adminiotrat Lon for a different 9i tuation, but uince

it wa.e roadily ava.ilable, it wa.e adopted by Conercss as an expediency.

now the 100DC, general \lording could be 'soiznd b.y the Preoidclnt and

ci ted au carte, b Lanche approval for any and all action he might take

in Southoast·A~ia.

'l'hcre had been wa.r in Vietnam' long before August' 1964. and even

aft4rlolard. the wa.r. was to continue at bauicallythesame lev31 for'

months. This rial', hOl-/over.h'Cl.o a rela.tiv~l:r low profile a.ffair as ta.r

aa tbo U.S. plibli'c and -tho ·U.S. pres's wer e concerned. 'rho true extent

of the 8i tUE".tion lfas obviously l~own to .the Administration, but th8re •

-'were va.ryinz opinionn on how-to handle it. 'i'here were no area. specialistes

in k:oy decision making 1)091tiono, and there uaa a.' t endancy for the

decision makers not to a.dequa.tely conGult \'lith such apl!citi.liests.

Conoultn.tionB of this natur-e were cons i der-ed ill a Gcaseto be deferring

to a subordinate. Ao a. rosult. the main decisions on our Southtlaat

Asia involvement were made by men who haQ. no intimate r"el for tho

intricacies of the area. For the second time, in little o~er a

decade, we embarked on a policy of atternpting to apply ~ies~crn

solutions in 'an Asian envir-onmerre , \:eehould not have been DO nur pr-Laed

uhen they did not uor-k ,

'l'he Adminiat-ration'e dri.\.Ctere of the HCGoLitiou Here not na ive ,

They were' activ.l s t s who Daw the' !lo:;:::Jibiliti~8.. 'l'hey pr-e aae d the Preaident.

Now ae cur-e in his nculy elected EltatuCl, hO'rl.1.:J in a po s I t~on to invoke.... ....,



the 'new aut ho r i ty gru.nted hiln by the ·U"r;ol'ltlon. 'i'hIJ invitation,

granted by the looa":: IIl)rdillG o I' t he Hef10111ti(lr;'~Ho only" b~L~U1 to

be appreciated. '!'he President couIdrnow make mleeping comm i t me n t a ,

and afteruardut requoat Coner-ooo confirm h i n a c t i on a by voti.l1e '11im

the nece onary fol10\l up f'undu , Conr;re'orJ \-Ja~ cauoht in a t r ap , If

thoy donied the fundn,then they woul d rit;htl;r be accuaed of e ndarige r-Lng

the livoD of American fiehtint:·men. 'l'hey had to comply. '1'ho President
I .

,...uc in the driver' G nent and he YJIew it. '1"he tenor of the. liar lias

about to change , 'l'he Resohttion wao a'neH char ter , The "\'farllus the

tlorld }~0\l1S it nOH, dates from tho increased aetivi ty ~:eneratod by tho

• "authori ty" of t.he Uosolution. Virtually Ilve-ry person On earth had

a.n interest ill thio war. 'I'ho effect anc Iuded amonG many other thinBs:'

In I-T,Qrth Vie tnura - 'fhe \-la.r voul.d be brouc;ht to them for the firattime.

No longer would it be a distant action in the South. Just about every

seotion of North Vietnam Hould feel the.effect ·of U.S •. borabs , More of

the llorth' s young men \-/ould be sent off to war, ncver to return. l}'ho

tsar swallm'lcd t he ae men, for none everaent off had ye~ returned.

Shortage~ of rood and consumer goods, \·,hi 1e . they had cxx:urred in the

paot, would re(.iuire greater oacrificco in tho future •

In the Y.ni ted .?.-t.!t.1U - vje I;ould uend thousands of men to Sou thesst Asia.

Many would die jothers .would suffer disi:4bilities that I':ould mark them

for lite. Ue would spend billions of dollars, collected from every u.S.
tupayer, to provide mil i.ta.ry and econornic support to South Vietnan. He

would suffer internal reprocu3siono, as our nation became sharply divided

between those that supported the liar and those\~ho oPP03ed it. Uiota

and 'protests vouId reach every utato in the union, and blood t;ould be

opilt on u.s. soil.

In ~utJ\ Vjetlpo - 'l'he ir way of life would be tota.lly dd ar upted by the

'War. 'l'hoUGanda of me n would be called to liar to ,lie or be wounded ,

'l'houflando more civilians - lIten, !-Iomen and children - would die or bo

injured, both asinnocunt ~nd intentional C<lGualtioG of the. liar,
.......1It#
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l"umilio:J woul d be ne pnr-a t e d , and hundr-ud.a ')f thoncundu of pe opLe \olould

be d i.up Laced in the turHillU f'o r t une c of ba t t Le , BtU:linonuc·s·and farms'

IIQuld boo destroyed. 'l'he economic baac\'Iouldohift dr~Btic.i.lly as the

men of many nationu came to help tho :;o~th: Vietnarne ae , and jU6t a.u

abruptly, loft thorn.

In Comlmmi;lt Na.tiQ.!.ul- 'l'herc \oiae much' belt tightening as t.he ee na.t Lone ,

to gronteror lase deB'!'0e, en cr i r i ced their ovn i~tcrna.l coale, to

Dupply th~ir l3isterComlll'.lnist nat Len of North Vietnam with tho meana of

-.w&I'-f-&S well as \'lith foods and goodn for survlval. 'I'he war Has a: maas i.ve

drain on both the Soviet Union and China, the principlo nuppliero of

the majority of the aid. Many of these nations would' co~tributo men aD
Ke11. Some wo~ld actuallyfieht," como uou Ld serve as adv.i nor-e , and many

would' come aa comp Le t e mili tary' uni ts to rupair or install linea of.

cotmGunication, since these in north Vietnam \:ere being disrupted 'by

the U.S. air s:~rikol5.

In Alli~d N~Uonll - There Here many contributions. None Here as major

as that of tho United State,G, but still, by the atandar-ds of these

individual nations, they were making significant sacrifices. 'I'he,Y sent
,

fieh'ting forces in ma.ny ca.ee e , and in others, they oent personnel to aid

in the civilian sector or atlDist in the great medical need. 'illeyeent

materiel as well.

In the }(~raai:ninll Nation? - 'I'heae countrien, many of them third ~)orld

or developing nations, had to mark time. I:jost of them had economio or

mili tary requiremanta of there own. They wan te d aid or tra.de with the

major nations to keep up their de ve Lopmerrt status. 'l'hcy could not get

the. major cornmi, tments that they wanted, for the' na t Loue \"ihichthey

wero peti tioni'ng, uhe t he r Free vor Id or Comliluni3t t 1'/erctoo hoavily

committed in Vietnam. '111'HJC nations were stalled until t he aituation

in Vietnam could be resolved.

EveryOne in tho world was effected' by this \~a.r, '\o/het.hcr they
.'

. realized it or not. Th6f(eoolution and the evente that e Li c i t e d. it....~
are thuo of intereot to all. 'the mili taryaction' that proceded the

...
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HesoIu tion haa been e x t.e nn i ve l,Y chronicled, tht unt'or-tunate Iy 1),Y' no one

tha.t ha.6 been privileged to have Inoide information. Ma.ny of the reporto

.have boon auap i o i ouu of the official' account. Some have be e n close to

guosaing the truth, but inva.ria.bly, they ~rr in some aspect of their l'eporto.
" ~

Porha.po most aignificClIlt, io tn~ compI e te "ommi nm on of the llor'th

.VietnameGe point of view. I

" I"

'l'he following narrt\tive is the ·only complete and factuul one that

_~J~.Yer be '·lritten abo-rt the military aupe c t s , for I Oil/as the only

pe r scn that "'as in a poat Han to obtain all th" detailed information

• trom the throe essential eour-cen j- th'J U.S. operatio"nal side, the U.S. '"

intelligence aide and the North Vietname~e -partici parrts , Thin tla.u

purely a. matter of circumstances I that \;ent along \/i th my job aSi",n·

intelligence analy~t on tho" staff of the Oom.nander in Chief, United

Stat.~PacificFleet. I was reaponsiblc for analysia of the North

Victna.mesc Navy. There ver-e other anal,yeta assigned this reDpousibility

at other commands. rl'hey had t".ntircly different "nituatio!i.f3. StQ,ff~ of

8ubordinat~ commands did not have"the time or the information to

obta.in the in depth kno'·11edgo available to 1.1e. Staff"c a.t ·Denior

Wa.shingtoncomma.nda \olerO oriented" to strate6ic briefingc of senior

government officials both mi'litary·and civil~an. They h~d no operational"

responaibili ty for forces in the field. 'fhe" North Vietna.rl1~ae t1avy 'lIas

• a tactical threat to U.S. ships l-/hich,\'lere the ~~ieet" Commander's

responsibility, but certainly it \.as no otrategic threa.t. As a result,

analysts in i~a6hingtou could be grouped in h/O" distinct categories.

At combined commands, the ·analyut:s \lore usuu.lly country oriented,

i.e : responsible for all f'or-ce a in one nation - air, ground, pa.ra.-militc:l.ry

and naval. llorth Vietnamese anal ytrt s a.t these commands ve r e normally

Army or Air Ii':.lrce officerr., e i nce the air and ground f'or-ce a were larger

and obviously r-e pr-e aen t ed . a. "gr"eater threat. 'L'hGse officerD could not

be expected to acquire, a oetailed k.noHledge of tho small Navy t:or l:hich

they were rcnponoi bl e , It ",as a. minimal threat and (t··..wao no't Ni thin

the area of their experti6e and career intercat.

"At naval commanda , t.he Navy of I'Jorth Vie t.narn uaa usually lumped

I: II )
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togo'L}wr lilth "other lJuvie::;." 'i'hia h'an a C;;.tflf;Ol'j' to be D..Guie;ne·d to a

junior, inexperienced officer or even a nCH1.>· hi red c i vil nc r-van t ,

i!:x~eric.nced pe r nonne I .Jere a s s i gned to the otrateeic throati. \-:hich

Was of ccur ne , ~Jrimarily' the :SovIet tlav:!.· 'l'he~e Ilashing1.oti commando

did have a secondary r euponc I bili ty to u'~pport tho li'leet inte lligcnco
. ,

operations, bY' reoponding to· their requtll3ta for 1nformi.l.tion. In
I

this capacity, they had an interGot in day to dayintelli~~CQ, as

they 1-,ere required to file incoming information GO it could be

---'I'e.:trieved at a. La t e r- date. '1'11io uaa uaua l fy dono on a sour co basis.

One "command \/oul,d kuep the Lnf'or-ma t i on from one sour ce , another Hould
. .

'. keep informa'~ion tl·om. another cour-ce , No one command was a r-epo aI tory

for all available information. Undor these circumstances, no analyst,

no matter how hard he tried, could hODe to obtain a complete picture

. on his eub je ct l!avy. 'l'here ,.,.aB no desire b,Y his superiors that he do so •.

~.

Tbe analyst on the ~'leet Commandor "e etaff had to have 0.11 the

information, so he could auppo r t the filli pa de p Lcy od undez- the

Comlllandcr. 'I'his "'as necessary so that they could effectively and
I

_ oaiely ca.rry out their aue Lgned missions.' 'f'his information \laS

a.vai la.ble t although much of i th~\d to be cmressiva ly searched out.

I wag not the analyst at the time of the attack in 1964. I came

to the job a.Lmoat a year af:tcr the fact. This w;;u: an advautage, I

could objectively annlyse the Auguot 1964 incidentl.l from the records

available to me. I had a. complete file of all the meosages, both

those in the operational channel and t.ho ae in the intc lligence channe 1.

I revie.'ed 0.11 this i.:fox'r,m.tioJ1 a s a ma.tter of course. I felt that I.
should know the complete history of ;hi~ a~t';tC'~,. :JO tl,;}.t if Lhe

;l')l·th Vietl11.ln·):l·' ·.lr~r.~ t o ;~~~·~,il ..)L .It'~fo.:\.inl I coul d i~J:JIle .:1.1\

•.,))propriate' H:.'.rnin.:;. Hy ·i'~u':arch f)aid off. '1'11c.: PI's .attacked.. again

in July 1966, but the target chf pn wer-e l:arned \lell in. advance. The

unexpected e i de benefit ,w.e that m:r know Le dgevo f the .1964 .affair...
e nabLe d II'IG to thoroughly cue c t i on the P'll pri::;on~rf) abou t thor~

..
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involvement in tlw.t u tt.ack , 'l'he inforrni.1 ti on th~y provided. ",ntl

completoly r-eLd ab l e, I could verIfy mont all O~' it. In tho

western ~:6J:'ld, ve ar-e r-eIuc t.ant, to' accept thut thin could be the

. case, but-Our frame of reference irr entirely different. I hav~

included 0. chapter to d.iOCUDD these pritonerc, for it in tho

information that they supplied th~t makeD thiG account truly

unique.
, -

Inevi tabl,., t1hen l1ritine about real events in the uor-Ld of

intelligence, a.ll the de t.a i Le and source mate r i a I can not be

diocuBsed. Certain 'of these sourceo sti 11 r emni.n e,enoi tivo,' and

I have defe~d to security requiremontsin this regard. The

story is complete, but I havo not attempted to document it. Tho

documents would never- be avai.Lab Le to the 'public in any event.

Addi;tionally, I have not had acce e s to my former filea, while

writing this. I~any yea:rahave pacaed , since the events, so I

ha.ve not a.ttemptedto- include Gpecific times and the nam08 of the

many peoplo tha.t \'lere involved. I have read many other accounts

'.of these August incidents.·Some are quite scholarly. The au'thoro

had no way of know i ng the 'mi stakes they made. These account e ,

. however, conta.in times a.nd name a whi ch for the mca t pa.rt are

correct. They can be uned as roferonce,but 1 have not ~epeatod

them for lean no longer verify that Lheyure 'accurate. I have

writton this narra.tive, because I recognize that no one elso will

ever be ablo to tell the same story. 1 have t oId the facts in a

seneral ~..ay, since there ar-e many people interested in them, not

just achoLar-s and h i stor-Lane , I hope this \,ork will set the rocord

straight.

-.., ..",
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'l'ho roar of tho three pru starting their engines almost DimultaneotJ,llly__

\'1as like the initial cracn and t he pr-ol onged rolling of thunder. Itwao

guaranteed to wa.ko the most connd eleeper, if indeed anyone wercotill.

asleep in this small. Vietnameso naval· bace t own , Custom dictated that
, .

tbcinhabitants uouLd be up performing ·their chor-e s by this time.

'J'he faot that a divioion of PII'o would be ao r t.ee i ng 0.1. ihio hour ·"ae

unuGual. It had occurred several times in the past, but it waD definately

not a routine occurence , It was certainly cauae for other- worle to stop,
. ,

80 that all could obGcrve the departure.

It was not only the civilianto\'1nofolk tha.t \~erecaught unawar-e by

this unexpe cted event. Indeed, all tho remaining naval personne 1, 'Ilit.h.

,the exception of a few senior sta.ff members and afC\'1 on the communications

sta!f,were eaually ourpriscd. It vae not customary for anyone, the •, ,".

'other prj' crews included, 'to have advance noti co of aPT deployment •

A few kno\-lhdgeable insiders o.ppreciated that toda.y was to be a landma.rk·

in the history of the north Viotnameoe lJavy. 1'hoy ·~/atched tho boato form, in

a column and e aae out of "the harbor with a very special feeling. 'rho

other observers \-:ere glued to th·~ acen,c for its oun inherent bea.uty •

•
'l'he boats were an impressive' sicht. there uer-e no ot hez-e like. them.

'~hey had no ohopped up au~eratructure uith a maas of linos and rnastu

like civilian boats.'l'heir moat obvious char-ucte r-i e t i o \-l3.S t,heir long clean

foredock. 'I'hil3 marked them unique among nava I craft, as well. l<'ew

observero her-e would be likely to appreciate that distinotion, however,

alit-these P'l's were the only naval cra.ft that mo ee had ever seen. '1'hoGe

who worked on thep'rs kne» t ha t be neath the expanse of, foredeck, throbbod

two diesel engines. 'l'hey were barely ,idling now at manue ve.r Ing ' spe ed ,."",._-
but ~t capacity, thoy·could drive theoe light aluminum hulled boats at

spoedo up to fif'ty tHO knoto.

II



Thio engine, pLa ce.nen t vh Lch htld dic"t~1;tOU th~ unuuua I hull des i gn , ~~U8

a unique feature in mari"c conet ructi cn , DOd-to uormully have their 01lgi,lll'tU

astern near thcncrewo that' they are de s i.gne d to dr Lve , 'l'hio would Dot

havo worked o~ theoo high ape e d Pl'q thowev~r, for t he r e woul.d be no
, ,

f'orcnfard woightto hold the bow down and ga ve tho"boat stubility at top
I

speed., Theheavy engf.ne s , po e i, ti<:lned well fOI'~HI~I'dl' provid(:<l' t.Id:::; lIC(:CC~G.l·Y

(;or:.pcll:;::.ti:nc: \,.l.:iC1d. 1.1.1 .off:. (:-1. :,},I: u,ti:~~ thrust of the DCNniS from aut ez-n

and prevent the bov from being driven high out of the water•
.---..... -",

..

, .

Tho raison d' etre for thin bcat . \'las i til tHO letha.l t or-pedoec , r.i'hc~

wore carried in tubeD fl ...nkingthe midships pilot or conning fJtation.

Each torpedo r-epr-e aen t ed a. potential de s t r uc tive capac i ~y vUIlLlydisproport­

iOJla.te to tho sil'e of tho carrying cra.ft. One torpedo, dopenuing upon
t

whero it hit, could easity~Jink a de at r oye r or merchant sh i p , or heavily
~ .

dama.ge a. or\liser oraircratt ca.rrier. 'l'hese area.ll ships ma.ny timeD

larger and more oostly than tho lOHly PT. 'l'his deatructive potier ver sua ship

cost wa.s, in 'fact, the Clriginal r-eascn for 'the geneai s of theP'li •.

At the outbr-aak of' i'lorld i1ar II, 'the arsenal of 'the allies, the well

to do Unite.d ::ita-tee, could not meet all itDdeeiredna.val construction

requir6ments.'l'he preferable torpedo launching platforms were destroyoro

and sub~~rines. Both time and monoy were considerations that diotated againQt

an inotant maeo production of thene chip typCH. Yankee ingenuity, then

seoing a. deteriorating 3ituation in the South Pacific i.oland warfare,

thought up the P'l' concept. 'i'he prl's could be produced quickly and in

small boat yar.d8, thUD rapidly buildine a naval invl'lntory at no £lacrifice
, '

to majbr ship ,conotruction. 'l'he' boats wer-e intended as a atop, g3.P mea sur-e

until the tempo of var and the economy would allow more de'stroyersto 1>0'

allocated to the Pacific lo'leot. III no tim\!': at all, we had anino'tu.nt

inexpensive fleet of torpedo carrying craft.

.
In theUni ted Sta.tes tod;a.y,,~e have long s i nce rol)J.aced. t he ae small

woodcn huLLed bOol1.tswi-Lh more dur ab Le ...nd larGer de s t r oye r type sh Lpa ,

II
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Hhich have a greater all l"JIWd weapona .capub i Li ty , tho Pl." conc"pt,

;-' 'Was long £leo adop t ed by many I)th~r na t i.onn , '1'11e speed and economy

factors were very app~aling t-o emall .nat i ona , and to othersaa we11.

Not only are PTa Dtill fOllild in many Na,vios, but the basic concept
. , ,

has a follo ...,....on in the form of mioail,e firingomull or-aft , 'l'ho JHd-

ia.ot oonflict haa been the proving ground for' thin now g~noration

of small boat warfare. 'l'he r-esuLt s have been convincing•. 'I'he Soviot

Union han long beon the,lc2.ding advocate of· small cra.ft naviea.

'l'hey started initially for the same speed and ecomomy r eaecna as

did other countries, but today, in spite of the ability to build

• a.nd support a Navy of larger ships, much o.f the SOViet inventOrY

utilI consists' of small craft variouElly;J.rmed with euno, torpedoes

or misoilea. 'l'hey obViously .have no intention of phasing them out.

C~mmuniat nat'i0l'18 in SC'noral ha.vo led tho way in ondoroing the

retention of combatant small craft as a permanent pa.rt of their

Navio&.Ar; t\.uihoritarilln at:J.tes. they have'a greater tolerance for

riaking life in comba t e situationo Hithout unduly upGetting their

population. The United St~tes and othor }Jestcrl1 nations can accept

such riaks only in Q. desperate Di.tua.tion~·'llhe PI' record in llorld rial' II

was glorious, but cOi3tly. Tho p'r W~lJ vulnorable to tho larBOr vhipo

it was required to attack. The naval architect hats to consider threo

fea.tureD in Navy 8urf"'co. ship design .. armor, ~rmamontand. opeod. \,

Ho must sllcrifice one to triaximize the other. 'rhe P1.'waegiven the

maximum speed possible ,and au a. result it coul.d no-t have rmfficiont

armOr to lJustain hitfol, or sufficient arma.mCJlt to fight off C¢lllc.ckers

after its t or-pedoe e \-lore launched. 'l'ho casua.I tieo of World Har II

make tho pr concept una.cceptiblo to u.~. planners of today.

Tho llorth Vietnallleslt boa t a had only one self-dei'enee lolea-pon

eo 'tuin 25 millime'ter gun mount. Itlolas mounted aoternof the conning

tlt."ton. It was by deei[p, s t r i ct Iy conceived .l.-uallti-aircraft

protection. A weapon. this lieht, \-/US virtu'ally ,,.lGele~ arrainota.

-
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major ah Lp tal'get, and O.n.v e vcnt , Givon HH loc;),tit) it could not

be xlepr-e e eed fULl' onoflGld. t o fire at a. our I.rce target e xce pt off tho otern

of the Pf, i.o. when it tlas HitI1l1r.::l.\~in6 fZ'()/I1 uct ion , i'~fJ -.n ...n t i ...a i r-cr-af.t

weapon, 'ito e f'f'e c t Lverie na could be oonnide r-ed only Illarginal a;t be at , :

'l'herewas no radar tracking cap•.b:1Ht'y. A'11 thingsconcidered, the guns

main function ua s puyc'holoGical suppor-t .It Iiouid be real3Guring to have

thebuBtl~ of activity and the noiGc of the guns firing back, regardless of

the chancea for sua:;ess in a.ctually do\miniJ an attacking uirpb.ne.
I'

'l'he boats cleared the har-bor- and turned south , 'rheircolurnnformation

g".l.ye way to their usua I under-way formation - thedivi e i on commander- in th~

lea.d. \'li th the othol' two boats off his quar t e r , or alieht1y astorn and off

each eide, followin~ his movemento. They wero almost inDtantly throttlod

up to fOrty five knots* which was the m~ximum cruioingspecd that

could be mai ntadned for any duration \'li thout overheating the e ngf.ne s ,
,.

Forty"five knota ioan impressive Dpeed at sca.. It i8 nine or ten times

faster ~ha.n the average junk or local boat in thi~ area; three or four

. timeD taister than the typical mer-chant sh i p ] a l mo a t, half' again ci1J faat

as tho ordinary destroyer; and Ni thin the same r-ange as tho marc esoteric •. . . .

hydrofoil and planing type craft now being d~~eloped in many nations.

The PI!' sailors reveled in this "r-acey" image. 'I'hi.a set them apart from their,

"lesser" comradcaof the Gea.

The boats were now turning up a wake that slammed with bravado

against theateep tropic,al foliated kar-ut s tha.t charaoterized tht.o
, .

island area. all the Hay froin the 'Chinose border to the vicinity of

Hai Phong, uhere thoy would break out into tho Gulf. CruifJing at this opecd

was very self sa t I sf'y i ng , 'I'hey I%ro' tho' king of the Hater. f!ihis l/tl.S

a very un-communi st me t aphor-e , but poli t i caI doctrine can not control

those inner f'ee Linge , F'ishermen and coau't a I tradera hit by thc\olake.

\Jould bob t o the point of overturning. '1'ho 1".1' raen en.joyod beios the

eour ce of their u:gitation. 'they felt that the ",orld shou l.d move out

ot the way for them •.'i'hey were heading into ba.t t Le , 'fhis \.~aa n-O dr~ll •...,
."

I
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'l'hio phaae of t he dc pl oymen t I ..a s fnlllj li;.Lr.'l'hey had made this

trip before in practico. 'l'odny , ihey y.neN th<J.t t her-e li.:LG an irnpo}'ta,nt

diffcrDb.Oc. 'I'hey ~louldbe in combut' beforo they returned. 'l'his, added

nnothar emotion ~nd tonsion to nn otherwise eY~iler~ting experience.
, , .

They knew from the, puet , t hat tho.ycould t r-ave I the lenr~ll of their

oountry in four and a half to five hour e , 'I'oday , they wouId not have

to, travel the full distanon. 'l'ht:ly 1I/(1re e cheduLed to r-ende zvoua off

Hon '.1e and a\lait the arrival of th~ir headquarters and ccmmunLca t Lonn

'van. The van had departed. 'Van llo~ ut the came time lI.othey, but the trip

over Land would tal::.e tHi co as long•

.There was no talk aboar-d the boats. 'i.'hcroar of the e ngi ne n and the :J

stiff breeze at this high l3peed,mad~ conve r ea t i on difficult a.t best.

Each man was, a Lone in h i e t houglrt a , 'l'hcy rlere acutely aware of their

reoent,,: briefing. 'l'hey had, been told that' they had been honored. 'l'heir

divisicm, out of the four North Vietnamese PT divi3ions, had been

t, selectod to be l,hefirst Uorth Vietnamese Haval unit to engac:: an

enemy in ccmbat , 'l'hey ...ere ce r t z i.n to gain wor-Ld t'lide reoognition

i'n this precident setti.ng action. 'l'hey were told that i t ~/ould -be a.

relative.ly simple task. Just: like in pr-ac t i ce , 'I'hey t/ould move' south

to their operating area <luring the mor-nIng , 'l'hey "lould \"ai t , r-e lax

and cool their engines until the'mobile headquarters 'or "foreward

oommand post" a Lao a.rrived,.They ~lould then conduct the ~tanda1,"d

communications checks, and after dark, they wotild be directed into

the atta.ck by theforelo/ard com-and post .. 'j,'hey had pr-ac t.Lce d a.ll

'\.his bef'ore.

, No one though't or uou l d have dared to ask what. "em" thiG u.S.,
deli.troyer had comeutted , 'l'h-e lIlir,oll1berg pr-LncipLe not wi t havand i ng ,

like military men the world over, these men\'lcre taught tO,obey th~

orders of their Guperioro. Hid they OOuchtto nU~3tionunorder,

which would have been un t.h i nkub Le , they vou l d undouut$41j huve be e n

shot by their ovn side ~ 'l'hey knev that the Uni ted ~ t.ates Has he lping

..
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South Vietnam l'er;i~t tho Orication of Vic:lnarn under- tf1Jbu.nner of

ccmmun Lam, 'l'hey had heard, u:1officihlly of (WUl'~;C, that' "raider' boata"

. from the Sou·th Here opo r-at.Lng Il(,:"'.inut the i r coun t r-y , 'l'ho rumors caine

trom felio\( PI' l!'Ion",ho had. relativeu' in the ar-e an that had been effected.

It ",as r-e oognf zed froln "lhel'eportD t.hllttheue were hur-aaeme rrt ma aa i.ona,.
and not la.rgo nca Le cper-att onc of any' gre.il.t r.ic,nificance. 'l'hOl'eHaB no "

attempt to link these raids to the activity of the U.~. destroyer •

..
The p'r divinionwao <Lrwignod the task Hith no bo.ckeround explanation.

'l'hey acce pt.ed the ord.er as u logical and ne ce ~j(.'ary fact. 'I'hey did not

try to .iUDt1fy it to t.hemne 1'ie tJ or rc l.c~ te it to the more g'elieral

relationa beh/eenliorth and South Vi.etna~. '1'hey had ;10 concern or

specia..l interest in ",hy the pr-e aerrt moment had been ae Leoted fOT t he

attack. 'l'hey had been gi.ven an or-der- and thOyli;)l.lld. ·.)b·~y it. li';)r thi!

Pll 0:£"1''''3, it U'a.3 aa :Ji::l~')l'.) ;.·\.5 th~~t.

ll'h~ North VitJ tn,:a.l:'lese Leadez-ch i p had ae Le ct.ed the time. '.l'hey 101'-\:

that Naddox h~d jUBt commanced her patrol, and the~eforol with past

experience 8.S aguid<:, th~y could anticipate t·hCl.t she t-:ould rema.in in

the area. for a.t least the next fe\-l days. 'l'he atta.ck decision wau' made

in Hanoi· on the thirty first' of July, the day rd'ter these leaders had

been upset by a raider miaoion of the preViO\lD nif:ht. r.llho night of

August ae cond l-la:s the first opportunity the' p'rE: vou'Ld huve to attack,

given th.e internal structure for relaying orders donn the chain of

cOIMland. The cystem .iust took that long.

ll'he men of P'i' divivion 3 \;I~:re aware of the honor that had been

becto\-Ied on them. '1'hoir entire political phi losoph:! and military

training had lead them to anticipate this moment. 'l'he honor, houe ve'r ,

would not belli thout rick. No\o/ a Lone \1i th their thou(;hto. an they'

oped couth, they had a t endu ncy to think more of the risk than tho

honor. Thoy tried to suppress the unpleasant pocsibilti~~s from

their mindD, and to Dimply enjoy thCliride.

•

...
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·U.U.S «. Jo1a.ddox, the object of Ho.rth Violllam'fJ atLention, WHlJjust

gettineused to h~r. patrol routine. It 'rl;}.~' a. d'e pa r-f.ur-e from the norm.

A de8t~oyer's normal uC!ployment· La st~iarni.nc; \lith other fleet unite. In

group steaming, and particularly when op~rnting\dth an air-craft ...
. 0

oarrier, the crew is very bu~y.~\lit e froquent ly they are required to stand

port ancl sta.rboard watcheo, that is four hours on and four hours off.

1"hile on "latch, almost every member is required to be conatant Iy .a.lert.

There io c0ntinuous activity. There are courDO and apoedahangee; ther6 are

visual and r.:dio commund cat Lonajrther-e arc warning ua t che e on r-adar- and

DOnal'; and there arc those that must plan for complicated manuevers ~hen

the entire forma.tioncha.ngcs ccur-se , 'fhio routine coon' becomes second

natu,ro, in spite of tho standard 6I'umblcs about the long houre , It ie

part of the job, ~nd in reality, the pressure is enjoy~d~ There-is

no time to' got. into trouble ,or lose orie aeLf in idle t.hcught , Hork•••

ele·e~•••work••• sleep •••and before long it is over. 'l'he Dhip is back in

port and the pr-e asure of life at sea io forgotten \'li th the contra,et of.

life allhorc.

•

I}'he destroyer operating alone is a different story. Thepa.trol in 'the

. 'l'ahian Strait was tho closest thing for compar i eon to their pre Bont

mission, but thore were many significant differences. 'l'he 'l'aiwa.n

patrol consisted norma.lly of three de e'tr-cyer s s At least t.,o were on

station at any given. time. One. l ..ould· be north; the other south. 'l'hey

would not see each other that orten, b~t they were communicating with

eaeh other and with shore stations. 'l'he object of. the patrol mlS easy

to understand. 'I'hey \olould protect 'rail-Ian from any possible threat :from

thc-ChineGe Communists. 'Phi a positive objective and the company, at

least by radio, of other comradco, set thisuitllation apart from

)taddox's pr-eeerrt mission. 'l'he one common feature waG the greatly

reducod tempo of operations. nelaxation and spare time are only

wolcomed~ if there are alternatives for ~hich to fill this spare

time. At'sea, there are few a Lt.e r-nu t Ive a , 'l'hore was plenty of "time

for idle thoughts.

II
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}.lo.ddox'o cr-ew "laG ill at eauc , '1'hoy hid been inotructed that

their micsion llao 'l;OP Sl~CH.c;'I'. '111eyco,ild hot talk about it "hen they

returned, y~t they themselv~3 would·htit Gh~re in muny of the &ecr~ts to

be collected. 'l'hey were essontially chuuf'f'ar-a for the "black box~' '.Jhioh

was put'aboard in 'l'aiwan. and the men thai had accompanied it. 'l'hoElc men

had tho' crew perplexed. 'I'hey looked like sailora·. they dr-e ased like

sailors, but they wer e certainly very different from the crew of Maddox.
i - .

'!'hey did not ta.lk about their uork, 'I'hey stuck toc:ether and did not

socialize \>itb the cr-eu , 'l'hey t ook up bunks and space: at the mOSB

table, bu t \ihi1e Lnconve n i enc i ng 'the ah i p" s company in thin r e ape ct ,

they eeemed to have nothing t.e offer in, exchange. 'rho crew' of Maddox

here-to-fore had been a single unificdforce broughttogether·by

thecommonexporiencea of shipmates. NOH a thorn had been driven in their

side' and it \\'as aggrava.ting. l't had to be endured. 1].'he crew knew that

their"viai tors ,.,ere involved in the "research" effort that was the

rOB;.aon for' tho. I1a.trol. 'Phone more aa tu t e or more experienced could

cvon surmise tho precise na ture of their viGitor":J \oIork, but the

fact romained, i t \'l~uld not be shared by those aboard Maddox. Those

outsiders t%re not greeted Hi th. much enthusiasm, nor the patrol

likewiso. It l'/ana time to be endured, until they would return to

port and start anee ,

n,el d~stroyer division commander, embarked in I'!a.ddox, and the

shi p' G captain were better informed. bu t they too lacked enth1.1SlaSm

for the patrol, although for different reasons. Neither of ·thom bad

preViously been indoctrinated into the ~Jorld of intelli~ncCl prior

to ·thismisoion •. This \;,as a. ce r-i oua d i nadvan tuge , but not an unusual

o~for officers who had spent their entire career in destroyers.

Their briefing lias certain to have been an e.ye opener 'and an awe

inspiring experience into the capabilities of our intelligence

Byste~l. 'l'h'io was a. h.ro edged award. '1'he more one known, the moro there

la. to worry about •. Unfortuna:tely. the old adage, a. little !'n0\.Jl:ed[,'O
..,.-..

io a dangerouo thing, io vory true.

..



'J'hore were Game faCiiat> iJ.!:pccta in. tId 3 new rni(\On ar;[;iemtl~i;. \ {.,

'l'be r-equa r-ement n for v.i uua I iH~elliGence co Lf.e c'ti on t'/ere not new. It

was a phase of operational r-eudine nn "that all nha ps \-fere. t r-a i ne d in.

~IO be sure, they would have to review the ir internal r-e port-ing

prococlxiJ:r~D, the lo~leet reporting instruct iono I and tho intelligcllce.. .

pho'logbappm• .'l'he orily unucua l : anpe c t of this waa that th~y were now

very likely to have an opportunity to report actual Ln t e Ll.Lgen ce inform­

ation, on thoseehips \·'hich Hero hore-to-fore mer e Iy pictures in all

intelligenco folder.

'l'hct unoct~ling part of their intelligence indoctrination Has that·

concerned vith the "black box" 'I'hey \'iere told in generalities about

the equipment it houacd, and specifically Hhiil.t information th(ly could

.cxpect t~ be provided to them for their oun oelf-protcction. Thero

is a\-/ol'ld of d i I'f'e reuce l.·.~-L\,l'~ll U'~E' ":hf.-{iJ'(;Uc~~l end t hc fact.'l'hcce
,:.

liIo::Ii had vivid ir.lr.cin~tionc. \;ho.t they r e a Ll.y needed \;~.n au ii1:Jt":.nt

educat fcn on all previous i rrt e Ll Lge nce of thiD type collected frOID

. Jlorth Vie·tnam. This 1-laS obviously irnpo8sib Le , but only with such a

background could '~he'y be in a. position t.o properlyaua.ly~e new

informa.tion .. a ·i t \-las r-e ce I ve d , All Aaiar. Comrnuni3tnation~keep

up a steady s tr-e am of bellicose propaganda , 'l'llis ill tho "backgr-cund s "

It must be ccnt Lnuous Iy r c ad and under-at ood , 00 that wnen tho'

"background" level is exceeded, it can be r-ecogn i zed aB auch , and.

a warning sounded. 'l'heofficera of Nad~ox ceuLd not be e xpe c't e d to

make this evaIuation. 'I'hat is not too aurprising, but what doe a

surpriee most observers, is the fact that the team manning the

black )ox waD aleo not in 3. poaition to provida thiB evalU3.tod

intelligence.

."- ,

'l'he of'f'Loe r-i. and commun Lca t i ons t.e chn i c Lana rtha t conut I tuted the

team \-/or.c linguil!ts and t e chn i c iana , 'l'hcywertl not ch.u'god \-/ith the

Bu~antivo iln4lyrois of the. Lnf'or-ma t i cn that, th~'y I-Jere ans i gned to

colleot. '~'hey were responsible only for its co Lle ct i oer.r III 'the 'prOCeDB
, _... __._",.lilil")'·:-"__"'~



they inevitably l,r.r-fOI"O ;lfl,,~:auur~of an;l.1YGiH. lnitf1)eir l/\oJtivatiGi'l

for thiQ ,las to enhance future co Ll e c t i on opportun i t ie s, rathor t han

toward providing Lnf'or-ma t i on upon vh i ch to ba ae a com-nand uecilJion.

Their ovaluatione vre r-e therl':fore i nco.np l.e t e and unr-eLi ab Le from a­

command otandpoint.

This dhrision of reaponuibili ty .vtthtn the intel1i{~~nce organ i.aa't Loa

lIa.D jUGtifiOi.ble in mont cases. 'l'he.!:lc uhi pboar-d coLl ect ez-u ~:er~ merely 1'1.

frontline pr-cce ae i ng and relay station. '11hey fono{ardtJd all their

informa.tion to chor-e c t at i onn for in-'depth anuIyu i s , 'llruc, onlya-

very few me snage awouId be sent dflrine t~le patrol for imj;\Ccliate

illll1lysio. 1.1o~t \-lould be r-ecordod and sent after the shd p returned

to port. 'l'he pr-oce cs Ing could take \I,~~k:::;, months or even ye-ar n be f'or-e
•

final disposition vas made and the ro,\( mat e r-i a I Hae r~loeated to the

f'i leo.

...

I
I
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Tho information had to. be analysed in two dis'hot ureas , 'fhe

firot \'/<:1.8 the technical analysis. Hen, ccmpute r-a , and other machines

,would examine all the t e chn i cal par-ameaer e of the signal. 'l'he obje ct

. liouid be to determine thl'; ne nd i ug and receivi'le :,tation, tho c:~pability

of the pa.rticular circuit and the illt~nt ion of t he North Vietname se

user. 'I'his llould enable futu.re coLt e c.t.i on e f'f'or-t a to isolate and

seloct certain of the mOGt f,lroductivc tarGet signala for additional

collection. 'l'hiaanalysi. S \'lao similar to the on-board. ana.Lyad e in .~ ---­that it lias dd re c t e d tOHard e nhan cd ng the collection effort from ....... _ ....... ,.

a. purely t e chn i.cuI s t and po i.n t ~ '1'he signal ne xt had to be anaIyued for

i tscontent. (\lfclin me n iund rrach i ne e wouLd t!rl;:b;wQU1' to make ne nse out

of' ,the Lnf'o rma t i.cn that 10'.:1,5 ae nt in a private ny s t ern :;p~cifically to

dony outatde r-c the beue r i t of any inte Ll.i ge nce con t a i.ne d therein.

'l'hia type of analyuis vac beyond the cap.:l.bilit.:r of the subatan t Lve

analyst th~t \iould be the ultimate beneficiary of acucceasful

tcch~ic~l anaIyo i a , 'I'he t c ctm i ccI nna.Lyc t 011 the othe.r 'hand. coula

not n'Clcl:s:;al'ily appreciate lhe nubc tunce of the inf~·.lI)a·~ion. th~t

f I I
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'fhe ne cond phuue vof' the unaLys i a in the cubstan t rve . portidn.'l'h~ ;.

technician that haa hanclledLh~ sienal up to this point, il3 highly

·trained in his field. He han read an mu ch , if not more, of th,~

inforllla~ion from Lhese aotu-ceu, an the mwlyl;t to follow. lIiG orionta.tion

and training, howe ve r , iootrictly t ovard t he technical aspect of

this Lnf'cr-mat i on , Il\hio is vhy he in pr-e c Luued ; Emu rightly so, from

commenting on.itD meanine.~he subst~ntive analyst ta~eB the input

from the technic{an, nnd puts it with th~ b~nk of-oLher information

he has on the subject~ '111i3 includes !Ouch information previously

{Jrovided by thiG came techilic:.l nour ce , but \.fi th one important, .

4iffert3nce. 'l'he materLll hal) been analysed by him, and evaluated

as 'to its pr-e ct ee meaning. He ::.:1.13 many other non-tBchnical aour ce s

-that aid hisovaluation. All nour-ce s are f:Llbject to error. k:ven a pho{0iJriJ.ph
•

Co'ln be misintcrproted. It is up to this a.nalyst to put all

available information toge t he r , and eme r-ge \,ri th t he one true

picture.

he eventut\11,Y H0111d .'1XLI'~u'L and l'",pol'L He \':<~3 r c cru i r e d to r-e po r t

" ohio Lnf'o rmu t Lnn , incomplete and i/ilp~rfccl i.I' such \':~~[J the limit of

his ability, juut as he received it,Q.ntl .:ii.h no cJrn;(lent on the

. intention or e i gn If'Lcance of the information der i ve d ,

I'
........J,

Initially, the analystidll study u single o i gnal a.crainut 0.11

prcviou!!signals from the same soUrce. If it is inconsi'stant, be

will try to dotermine ~he reaDon. If he accepts it as valid. then

he must determine if it has added to the total body of' information

fro~ similar scur ce e ;' and if he. can no» de t e rm.ine mor-e accurately

the course of action bein~ t'~ken by tl~ country he is annlycing.

He "till then add to thill, infoI'IIIi..l.Lion from hioother sources, such

as pho't ogr-apha and a~nto r e nor-t s , He "'ill determine Hhether thene

are.~=nfJistant \OJi th the total body of infor:nntion he has r-eceaved ,
. '~

If they are', it m:J.Yllot be any t h i ng ear-t h ~h;.:,kine-t. but he \-Till have

gained a better feel for the o pe r-a t Lng pr-oce dur-e, and Ul~ pre uc n t

events in tbat country.
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Lh~ ob j e ctive

of t he vanaIyu i u i:3 in ef'f'ec t rcve r-aud ,' '':''hc a i m in su ch a cane ill ,to

prove or, disprove the validity of the' inflividual signal. 'l'he same

procedure in re"Llly p&!l:ltformod, but 'at alire:::'tly ii1crf)~Ged r~·.te, t hen,

focused back aga i n on tho cub je c t. meucage, All tho ncur-cea at t he '-

analyots dilJposa.l arc aunemb Led to' determine the true meaninG of the
I

signa.l.Thin is pe r-hapa one 'of the moot crucial tasks of the aue Iyn t s
I ' '

job. The si[,'l1c:.l in i tnelf in seldom hlrong. The error cuuafng a cr-La La

----4:s-moot often tho fact that the aignal is being interpreted out of

ita intended context. 'l'he unaLy n t here trtandu i a Lone , lIe iotheonly

one with the b.i.ckgr-ound kno,iledtrc of day to tiay opere. t i one , and thus

the only one uho can reliably say uhe t he r- the me anage under ncr-ut i ny

repres-ents ""' true threat. He r:lunt have toial rec.:::.ll, or a.t loaotthe

ability to locate in his files, a.ll the information that be<.irs on the

issue 'a.t hand. Even t hen , it is nat abno Lute , He can not ho pe to c aaemb Le

everything to convince another peraon,hecause hiG analYf:iia is baeed

upon monthG ?f'daily reading tha.t gives him an inl.imaLe feel for hiD

Gubject. This extra "gut." I'ce l fng can not be acquired by ecme one ve Lue

on a cnauh study baaf a, 'rho commander r e lying on thic analyst muat 'know

his ability'and trust his judgement.

.•.. ,._.~. ,",-,.,-",,,~:...

I,deally, an analyst could rid" each sh i.p on an intelliG;-~cemiasion.

'111io is unfortuJlately Impo as Lb.Le , for the very fact 'that during the

time that the analyst was traveling to ~nd from the ~hip and while

aboa.rd, he ~lould be out of touch \,Ji t.h much of th~ ne ce ssary information

he needs to make him Do competent ana.Iyc t •.I~ th all t he'se t i.me Lapce a ,

he ~o~ld be forever trying to catch u~ on periodD he had MiG~a~. Short

'of h..ving an ana Iy e t on the' ship, the next beat alternative, ic to have

a Bhip's officor uho at one time 01' ano t he r , had occupied. a. chor-e b i l l.e t;

an an analyst. Suchan offi ce r can 81 vo t hone in com.uand a gr-e at e r appreci.at­

ion for tho comploxi ties of tho intellit=;el1ce field. Oce:~Gionally this need

can be filled by an experienced officer uith the black box ieam; vho, ._.~

ignorcs the rules of hit! a~~ency. :.iuch an officer, intilOiJ.Lely'fo:.lIlili"r

I
I
I

I
J

I
I
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with h i n toam'u cnpability, can , ifhe han ;1. hrOilli outlook tOHard hi'B

prof'e anfon , provide the commander- a greuter unde z-ct and i ng in the aame :

acnae aD an ox-analyst. 'fhi.:) wi 11 no t .gi ve vt he commander a. blac.kQtt\:

whito answer, ·but it can sue-goat to him, caut.ion~ 00 that he uoes not

ovor react to inform<.1.tion of que.ntd oncb Le vaIue ,

~jaddox had none of .thin e xt r a help. 'lllloy \/ere unduly unner-ved

at tho vtartof their patrol by the intelligence that they llore

oollecting. 'J'hey had even o-e que nte d that the patrol be canceled.•

Permi sui on Has denied. 'It wall quite cbvLoun frot'lthiCl, that t hey did

"not underBtand either the importancoof the patrol or the true

subotanco of t lre information tha.t they ";ere co Lle c't Lngv 'l'hia lack

of entlmsiaam, lack of understandine, and ne r-voucnene vou.l.d be

importa.llt in events to come. At thiG time, the senior officers wer6

pr1mari~y affected by thin. The ilion ue r-e more r e Laxe d ,' and they ae t t Led in

to' wait until the next opportunity to visit port •

•

"......",



,The pill crewG conLd ne e Hon Me Iuhmd on the horizon. Thcsir

deatlnaHon no. in l!light, tho adrellalinest~rtedpumping ag..l.in with

thoughto or t lie action to come. Admitted, it wa.& to bo a long 1-lait,

but never-the-leso, it would be frornherc that they \"lQuld begin thf.lir
. .

P,88ault. 'rho trip, 60 far, had 'been entirely uneventful, ~8 had been

predicted. Perhaps the attack woul d a Lao be as simple as p.Lanne d , :

'1'he Swatolt' captain frant10;.l.lly told tho pt,1'o to att~c!t now. He

explainod tha.t hie headquarters had 'tonw'1rded these intruotion.SJ

tor hiultO r e Lay to the PTa. 'l'hey had advioedthat t he destroyor

waG leaVing the area,. so the attack had to be now or never. Uegave

the PTa an atta.ck couree , lie then wrontinto a frenzyov~l' tho nan-
..",."11# •

responoi ve pra. lie expe z ted them to obey , Md itllracdla te ly turu aeawud,.

Thoy were closing rapidly on th~~watow, but something was \~on8.

There was obViously great excitement aboard the gunboat, .nd it w.s·.
apparently no~ juli;t beoause th.,y Here erecting the boats scheduled

for ba~tlD tonight. 'I'lle SWa.tQ.-l captain was waving his arms w1.1dly

and shouting a ccntInuous , but unintelligable me naage , 'l'he division

ooinml1nder now pulled lJithin range, and -the reason for the excitement

'was abruptly made cl~ar.

'0IV

COm"U3IOH

. A.s they drew 010(101', they saw a S,Wa,tOH class patrol era-fta-t. ae a .
. .

obviously nai ting for them. 'l'h i n oent a sur-ge of pride thro.uBht the

PI' ranks. Thcyfelt very nupe r-Lor- to thio "ae cond clal:iE!" navy. They

know the Swatow crew would be envying tho P'l's e Lit ene s.a, and they

alsolCuew that this boat a.t least, wou l.d be aware that the P<£s were

soheduled for combat··this very n i.gh't , IPhey were prepared to play the

hero. to an 'admiring audience. 'l'ho P'laoontinued in at fullapeed to .

imprOGB their lC8s fortunate brothers-in-arms.
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~thiD W6L11 a. real dilemma. 'l'hio \Ian a radical do par t ur-e from the

plan. ,'filo,P!' commander 1'/as' not about to take immediate ac t i on , l~e

\'/anted to think thin over :slo\-.'1y ~nd carefully. He could not cornmuni.ca t e \

with tho patrol craft ~hore entablishment directly~ His radio

equfpmerrt wan not set up to rnatch., Administr·ativoly, P'l's and p...trol

oraft uer-e completely separate entities. 'l'hc boato and personnel

never mixed. Tl1cir support organizations were entir~ly independant.

tL'heboats wez-e homeported indifferent places and anyone port had

only one type of boa.t therein. ·In ~horaro instance, that commum cs.t t on

between the tHo type commands uas ne ce aaar-y , i t ~;a3 not done .directly,

but via Naval Headquarters itGelf. F'orall practicle purposes r they

: could virtually be oonsidered tW9 separ~te navies.

The complete sepnration was confirmed and accepted as absolute

several ~onths back, '!'his followed an abor-t i ve attempt by the two

boat types to work together. 'l'heSuatO\;D had pressed to te~t this.
tactio. '.PhoPTa \-zere not enthur:iastic, but they ..loro ordered to

eecpez-ate , 'l'he North Vietname ae officers had triil.ined in China, and.

tbe~hineso had instructed them in combined operations for attacking

a. targot ship. 'l'he PIJI officers listened to the Chinese instruction,

but instantly discarded it as not applicable to the 6itua.tion in .

their country. The Chinese did have ta.ctical applications \lhere

this was a valid concept, and thus they taugh.t it to all the foreign

traine~s. Th~ydid not t~~lor their inatruction for dny one country.

The Uorth VietnamefJo Pl'officers sensed this, but the Swatow officers

did not.

'rhe ~WCltows were only half as fa.st ac Lhe }"'i'G. 'Ihey could do

approximately 24 .to 28 knots •. 'J'lieir mai n ba ~ tory' cono is t e d of two

twin 37 lIIillimetergun mountn. 'l'hece were effcctive·ae;~inst Slnall

craft of eimilar oize, but not a~~inst a warship as large Qr larger

than a de s tr-oyer , A ,l'lntl',).;,.ll" ',,·H11:n,,/.:: :.'1~.11 ":':J~lJ ,)ll'~"; Ll.l"td bo th
,.,.
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.,ben ang~ine airora·rt., 'but. (-lUll ~h'~' ·~r~m:..~ :"~rc:. n:)t ~"ad'~"r. .cOJlt)'oll.~d.

lihich WO"'l.l.i. l1....ve been highl.y deDir&u.bl~,r1!ir anti-airoraft·weapons.
. .

In :1. C!ombined opcri.l.tion wi~h prts' and ~",atolIS then, .the Pl'o \~c~o .

beina ,.acked to fo.rgo. their speed ..adv~ntaae, to ..avail themuelveE!'.ot
. .. .. .

the "diversiont! that could. be created· by the ~",ato'wB, and not
. . , . . . . .

real17 for the added acsistance from this dubious fiTepow~r. The

PT officers were unL\nimou'u in' their opinion of this tac1.ic~. and
:. . . .

Jie".er .gave ita. second. thoue-hi.. 'l'heir speed wa.s DEl.cred. 'i'hey wore

• not· wl1lina to u8.cri f1 cit. 'l'hey. fe 11. ~hatit, and it alone, could

proto~t them f.~om hosti'le fire. I~ f.:p1t~ of thcc~ Gtrongly held ..

opinions, the ex~rcise,was forced upon them.·Predictabiy~.they.were

vociferous in their after exerc10e objec~ionG, and the tactic ~a8

shelved for good.

'fbe' fir conllRander was presently .mulling .over hiB' option.s. 'l'h"e

Swatow ca.ptain \nus chaffi"8 in\1ardly', but noticeably. He had nothil\g

to 10080, ho"ever. 'l'he. comp~'~te s'epO.ration o·r. the two o~ganizationB'

and t~o ,tact that the ~lB were th~ eli·to of' the two, ~ado .the Pl'

oommander's decision all the more. difficult. He would have no help,

in tho decision. 'He could not lower himDelf to c'onfide in the

~watWN captain. nor even· through him to' the patrol craft shQre

oreani z..tio~. 11'be1' wel~e his inferiors., and. they C?ould no~ 6h'o him

. ordeJ's. lie would have to' appear to be above' it a).l, and in Call: II~,-:td

at all times. 11e .\Jorked out.ll .logicid eXOUEle fOl' this delay, "zhich

was purely ·to gi've hinwelf mo~e .thinking time. 110 \o!EUi I'-\\re or one

thinSe ~ho information that tho destroyer was .leavi~g, was undoubtedly

true. 'l'ho patrol craft organi zlA.t.iOl1 would not have. -fabricated that

tl'pe ot intelligence •..

Additionally compound.i~e his .di1~rnllla wa.s the Q,,,thoritax:ia.n .
.,." ....

nlLt.uro 'of llorth Vie1.nai'rr. lI.e ,.zau not prepa.red to t~ake acti~n bY'

, ...

•
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hirnu~ If. Ile had never been r-ecu i r-ed to dorlo before. He had a Lwuyn

been able to ldlOply follow or-d er-u con ce i ved by some one abcve, Ini tiati ve

\-,as not a. prized asuet, Indeed, there' was more' risk in mioe't\ided

initiative, than there wac r ewar-d for auc ce auf'u], action. 'I'he division

commander. HaB loot., Hia f'ore uar-d commandpoot g<.we him all tho

guida.nce he t'oquir~d., but they would not· be down for several more

hcur-n , 'fhe dea t r-oye r- h'ould be gone by then. A decision had to be made., .

'l'here ac emed vno Hay out of th i.u unprc cf dcnt ed tei tuation, but to

make the fatoful decision. If he a t t acke d now ,': he l:o\11d not have the

. cover of darkness. 'l'his had a l eaya been counted upon, as an added

6elf~protection feature in the unescorted attack tactic adoptod by the

PTa. He tried not to think of this an a disadvantage. If'he Clttacked

nOtl, ,the,;hole period of nai ting and thinking over the potential. con- .

·seQuences ",ould be avoided. If he Here not to attack, but r a t her- \<-tai t

until he had orders from the proper authority. and the attack order

ha.d been properly r-eLaye d to him by Naval Headrruarte r e , but, in the

interim. the deutroyer made a, successful get n".;"'Y •••• he would really

be indiVidually in trouble. He could be 'accused of cowilrdiceor vorae ,

and th~ pena.lty Has certain to be 'drastic and quick. An attack offered

him company in his fate.

It had now been almoot·an hour and a half since the PTa had

arrived at Hon ~je. The excuse of having to cool his engines, had run

out. }I'rom tiine to time, the ~:hJatow \oJClS receiving bearing on the

de3troyer. It l-/as comingsouth.'l'hera could' be no more pr-o cr-aa t.Lnat Lon ,

'the division co'mmandergave the or-der-, and the three P'l'o wer-e headed

seaward.

.., ....

.#
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The ~oa conditions were the uDualfor this time of yeat - ~n

occasional chop 'Hear tho coaat and further in the Gulf, t her-e ~(Gro

Dome ~izeable sweLls , 'l'his \:as as near ideal au could be expectod, but

·the 1"i's wero not convinced of thcLt .. 'rhey were he adc d ne ar Ly :into tho

swella, and thoy appeared gieanti c for these men had no exper-rence i.11.

the open aea , Jl'hoir normal operating area nenr Van Boa wau ehe Luer-ed

• by oerlying islands. \lhen they had made their previous t.ranc a t n couth ,

they had al\iays stayed inshore, and of'couroe, their practice days had been

chosen for ideal Heather conditione.

...

I,
!

The boatehad formed. up in their ateaming and attack positions
-:.

in the' Jnorecomfortable Haters near lion lole. NO\-I , they wer-e further

Beaward and pr-oceedrng at full speed.• As in their trandt, tho t\/o

flanking boats were keeping station on the leader by IIae aman" s eye. II

'l'htly used no asslstfng devicec - not radar. nor even·compa.as bearings.

Furthermore, thoy kept 6tat~on ui thoutcommuni en.t i ons or any Giena.l fro.m

the leader. rl'hiB.\'1IaS not due to any mode r-n tappr-e c i a't i on that radar and ra.dio

communicationo \'(ould rovoaltheir poaition, but r<:Ather it was an easy

unsophisticated routine that all their I'or ce n could follow. 'rho radar

Was, in- fact, li te off. 1'hi 6 was tho procedure that the Chinese had
<,

taught them. '1'ho Vietnamese faithfully f'o Ll.oue d all the preflcri.bed·-.

procedures and would not thin.k to change them. rl'hey uoul d never conB~~ • i
rem~ving nn.Y: equipment from a ship even though they never uzed it. ~'J

~'he PT crews vr-o t e off the radar au a "moder-n B!.4dget, II but since it V I
was energi zed, it' waa acting like a beacon fop the ir oppoui han to

locate and identify.them.

Statlon keeping in t.hece aue Tl n \-IaG becoming quite difficult.

In truth, it must be told, that the unaccunt omed movc~nt _las
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caulJinl~ nauaea and diocomfort to ,nany of the cr-ew, Il'hi~'lrnPltirod
their pove r of concerrtr-at i ou , 'l'he lead boat was frequently di[:nppearing ,

complotely on the other side of n 13"/ell. At other t ime u , the, action

of tho oca made it appear that the Le.ade r- h'aG changing course , when

in rOiLlity, he \'lu.s just trying to l::aintaln. h i c heading. 'i'he cwe l l s

would lift his atern olear of the water, and leavo llimno ~ontrol

~ul·f;,\.ce:J to guide his direction. His head i.ou Ld s\olin~ \!ildly in one direct­

ion OJ" the other, until his stern Hub again in the \.;ater and his 'rudder

could put him on- the deoired heading. 'l'hCl two flanking boa t a tended.

"0 over eomne nuate for ...;hat they conceived to be a. COUTEe chalice, or

• vhe n lhuir leader' HilS out of sight. 'l'he r-e su I t was a verY sinuoua

course vh i.ch \lao' exaapez-et i ng and annoying to all.

!. ,

L

The following boats had additionel difficultieo in trying to

keep 6~ation, but the lead boat \-Ias not enjoying' a easy ride. The

tradi tional method of naVigation for -: he lSorth Vietnamese PTo vas .

by visual identlfication of lan&narks or coastai piloting. now that,

the divicion wus heading to sea with no ~eference 'point on the

horizon, they had to steer a compass ~ource. the campanB wao familiar

sinceitwa,s installed on the f"l's, but like ,the radar, it uas there

and never or nearly never, used • .Nou trying to steAr by the wildly,

swinging compass for the fi rs·t time, the division com.na.nde.r- h'C.:)

eXi·tll'i<'l}l:)ne:- O'M.l, diffjf;1l1·i,Jo'. He i':."'.C ,'lot c.t :::11 :'·\.'lt~ lhr,'l he 1;[,:,:;

,..;.

• (~,':}J(:l'l;C;\J]t.tJjt ~11',:>' I r r t; 1'1 j(.(; ~ft tIl i.c t t!it: ,'l;til'(" (;~\o I.:J·

, ~ I': 1,," .;'.\" HI, ~ :,.... c." ,,1' ':ht I ',';i 1. 0 rr.I 1 j J:O t. 1'1 (~ tl.r t I.;' ",' ,," _ ....j~ile P'I'a

speed for an effective ~/ind ve Ioc i tyof ncar cixty knots .'l'he boats

trembled :Ltlli ohook Hi t1\ owery pound.'i'he men lJl'~0-an to wonde r- how

.much t:>rtul'e tlleJir boats could s t and , Tboy ha<l Il.&vrar experienced any­

thing like t h i a be rcre , 'l'ho t.o t.aI effect HalU 011(\ of c x t r eme dic9omfort

they w~ro Le.av i ng the fa.miliar night of l'and; they \'l~! nauoeaied and

III I
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wet; th.,y feare(l" for th~ u:lfet:,r of .their hoatrq th~y 'ofe:ro hav-ine

troublo keelling fitatiollj and '·they \iCre headed for r.Lri uncertain.

and b~zardoua Oitt~~k.

'l'hey \Jere forced '\).1 the elements to z-educe .l.hei'r speed Bli.~;htly,
. .

"to keep themsclveu and their boats togeth.or. It 'was wi til great
. .

relief. that the destro'yer was fin.-.lly flighted. It LrQ,ve them an .

objoct tor w~ich to steer, i,ns.toad of the uncertain and difficult

compa-ss course. It ,...308 oOIQ-fortille· to knOll that they had lIuceosfull,y
. r

naviga.ted to this intli.n{;:l bl,e :I!,ot and located their ?rey. 'l'he
." .. . .

, ,

"informatioD provided' b'y the patrol Qr£;i.lnization had indeed been

correot. 'l'11e dC!Gtroy~; was headinB Douth south e.\8t and app~rently: .

departing'North Vietnameoo \oJa.ter·D •.

~.fh. PTa pointed for the attaok. CloB~ng a ship in this manner

is Domewhat :like aiming ~·BUn .t a skeet shoot, but .at a 'much slower

pace., It the tar6ret io· not lcd, you illv~1.ri:.l.bly miss. This 'oimple
. .

. QODcept ·ill ~ften difticult for ma.n,Y peoplo to gra.13p.' '1'he UOl'th.. .. .
- \tietnamese had,inordina.te di~ficult:r 'tlith it.· 'l'hiB became appirent

. . . ...

later in ·the ·war. 'l'heir I:uiti-e.ircr·...,ft E.,mnern habitu~lly tailed to .-

lead. the targot ~ircrart. Planea lost to ~lnriro were. moro a m.tter of

luck than D~ill,~n behalf of North Vietnam.

'1'od2.)', in thio ohif! ver-sue nhip due L, they'ma.de the same misiako •.

'J.'hey· aimed 'at the' q.entroyer inst,~ad of IUJmlming a. l~D.d anele. '1'his

niean.t a. s",ern chane •.A-irnin·g where .the deotro~rer had been, instead

. or whore i t \~an going, \oIollld circle t'he r'!'s around behind the t.ar.cet.
. . .

The destroyer in turn" WiLS making course cha1\g~s to open th.e r'ange

and prevent the PI's frorn clo~inG' '1'hia l!I'eatly lengthened the appr-oach

r\\n for tbe p'!~s. 'l'here ~lao nev~r' :lny queation but that the' P'l'o ,""ould .

~vcntually act' in r~nge of the deotroycr, becnuoe of the'great speed

dirror"ntial, if ·they 'per-ee ve red , On the dostroycz', thoy 'iere-acutely
.~.... .... .

awaJ,"e of this.

..
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Aboard the -pli's, they kilelv that they r.ou Ld catch up too, hut t he

com.ltant cour ne : chu.nging of the de s t r oye r- H:lO exanpe r-a't i ng , 'rhoy Hare

headed directly into the l:Hlellu by 'noll, and the d i ncomf'or-t ...nd Hetneso

tl;i.SuppOr moat in their minda. 'fhey ~I,'~reopeni:lg the coaa t more and

more , and they \olere a Lone , 'l'hcy lcneli that" out .here, there H,ould btl no

he Lp from other North Viotnamene ror-ce s I ahouLd it be required.

I
I'

J -

i
I
i

I

'1'ho chace ground on for hcur e , It Has t'iO hours after l,eavins

'---tton-·M'e that the de:::::troyer tirvt opened fire. This hadbeon expe c t ed ,

After all, theP'L's "I~re trying to c i nk thi f) destroyer r so it \1~1;

logical tha.t he should .'It tempt to re f'e nd h i mee Lf", 'I'he gunfire made them,

think of their instructions. They had been taueht -tha t the enemy

gunfire would not be effective. The r-eunon i ng vIOla that in the face of

a determined n.so..au I t,the e nerny uould be veak and afraid, and thUD
,. -

his aim would be erratio. The })<i
1 dootrine allol~ed them in, this phase,

to manuever to avoid the 'enemy fire. Preournably, the enemy firo could

be marc a.ocuratcharein t he early atagc s , be I'er-e the PTo got rea.lly

01080 enough to striko them numb ,dth fear. 'llhe doctrine ua~ to
, ,
change as the r-ange wa e decreased. Tho .destroyer's fire at present,

tlas BO far removed, that the P'l'a did not manueve r , rrhegunfire wall

11 i
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I
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Evontu-.lly, they began to rnanucver asCi. precaution. Hone of the

dostroyer1o fire, now or later, was to come very close. but as the
range dccreaoed, they lhought it beot to keep tho d6atroycr confu~eu.

If the fall of the ahot vras r-e lat i ve ly near, they changed ccour-ce

im::Jediatel'yi if it ve r-e more d is t an t , they changed whe n they he-.rd

the next volley. They were ple~Ged that their taction were a~parently

successful, and that their Chinese in8tructorc had obViously l>~on

cor-z-ec t , '!'here. wa.1l justoue Q,hovtcol!lug, t,hat sudde n Ly d.~med 'Upon
- ... -.1f6

them. 'fhi" pro ce dur e ;l;l~ coating thew time on the i r' approach.

disturbing to theso monnever-the-looq for it was their first time

under fire. It added to their f~neraldiacomfort, and desire to get

thiu t/hole da.y over and done with.
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The uo~t on tho 800a1'd quarter H<1'3 huving hiOouulcG ;l,ll

along, but now he \:~1j conc i.c t au t Iy out o I' h i a a~uif:ned po eit i ori ,

'llhe other- hJO boat!') d id not uot i ce him. 'lih ey were preoccupied \Ii til

their Ol-In sHun. Liane,. ,'l'ho starboard' boat \/<.l.D not re apond i ng (luickly ,

enough to the lea.dor's change n , ll'he counce change s ve r-e r:l':)utoften ill ..

h~s dir·ection. As a r-eau I t , he usually found himself ending upiaat e r-n

of the leader. '!'his required him to cHing wi.de , and. f ncr-eace speed to'

rega.in his position en the ut ar-boar-d flank. 'I'he bco.t e llerc.~t full. '

speed, so t.h i s r e cu i.r-ed the maxi mum s t r a i n on t he t'neinos to e a se

a.n addi t iona.! ounce of speed I'r om thi G mi sf'or tunate UOi.",t.

'l'ht:l dcstroyoX"s fire had now settled at a ate ady rap i d pace. 'l'he

course changec by the 1"'110 Here in accord. 'l'hia cet the p'r, d i vi e i on

commander to thinking. 'fhey had been runnine a long uncomfortable time,

under phyn i ca I and payoho Log i cal E:trODG. 'fhe 'Yinal s t r aw" th.;,.t now

obsessed him was the PI' doctrine for the last four thousand yard'S.

'l'he "book" recruired him at this stage I not to manue ve r-, Again the

ra. tionale Wcl.~ the same. 'Phe l,ncrny <.:. t t h i a point, H:lGllUpposed to be

80 unnorved that they were tota.lly incapable of firing accuratel,..

-This is a. theory much more comforting in a classroom tha.n at aea.

'l'lli. In:Lgic range was coming up.

'l'he ability to determine this range ~sas the key tothi& oi tuation.

Uadar\osL\e obviously the most defion.tivo range source. 'l'he,PI's, aa

mentioned earlier, 8coffed at thiB devine aG a mOdern gadget, and 90

i twalJ unmanned. '1'ho sie;nifi can ce of this gOOE beyond theoimple

'rc:aneo determination required' here. If the North Vietnamose officers

had' a. minimum of mathematical under-at and i ng of thegeornetricproblern

for intercepting a chip or firing a torpedo, they liould havo c.ppreciated

the value of a radar r-ange , 'I'his con ce p t il3 e Iemerrt r-y to Virtually

every Magoing officer, rnilit;'1l'.Y and. civi,lian,the\wrld over. It is

uaed many times daily. It l'1an beyond the comprehension of the North

·Viotn'a.mese. NOH this failing' could pe r-hapa be turned to the. advarrt a.ge......",

of the PT oailors.
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'l'hio ranee concept Has so dirficul-~ fo r them, "llmt a "mi ut ake "

\>/ou1dnot Ukely be id~ntified. ~~n error of e. Lhouuand yar da or, 00 uou Ld

easily' be ove r-Looked , 'l'he e r ror- could be either cher-t or lone. The

diviuion com.iande r , could for e xamp Le, continue in to t hr-e e t hounand
, '.

yardG to get a better nho t , and :::till manue ve i- for hie olmprotec'tion.

If he Here challenged_later for manue ve r i ng too lonG,ho could eLai.m

that he \'las farther out, and t!le~e would be no proof to dispute him.

Ho wa.s not thinking of havi ng the error t.h i.s way, hoveve r , He wanted

to hit the destroyer, that is true, but hi(; real ob Li ga t acn wa.a only

the attack. lie w~nted to fire hie torpedoeo at the ea.rliest poo9ible

moment, and. head for_ home. 'l'he range wouLd go unoue s t Lcned., lIe felt

that Biven the deplorable cea conditionswitll the b02ta pounding apart,

aad 'Lhe fact that they' wer e unde r fire, all thoP'f mo n uoul.d he of

a. similar' mind.,'.Phey wouLd allotand togother and vouch for the
~ . -

vali·ant effort. 'l'he comuande r- glanced a.t the political officer. Het

lias obviouoly not in a mood to contest anything. He was per-haps the

moat misorable of.a.ll just from the elemonts.

The ccmmande r fired his t or pedce e , The, port boa t followed suit, ­

The rango wan most assuredly in exce38 of four thousand yards. There

vas 1ittle chance of a torpedo hitting the target ~ A torpedo, moreover,

i8 a complicated weapon. It is not inert like abornb or . projectile.

It iBa. delicate mach Lne tha.t must run properly t before it can have a.

chance to fulfill ito assigned dest:ruotive mission. It haa a. miniture

steam engine that is fed. by pressurizod fuel and air tanks. 'l'h-ege

tanks and t,he engine muot function under the pr-e asur-e of the external

sea water, .yet they must z-ema i n wat e r- tight to run properly. Tho

torpedo must also hoa.ve control mechali.ioms to drive it on a predetermined

course at a. given depth. It haa Oil. l.~ro COmpi:WB to lIluintainito cour-ee ,

and ita depth in controlled by a devise t ha t senoeG. the ae a pre neur-e

tha.t correnponds to the dedre4 depth. CourGe and depth a.re not on~

time evolutions~ They-are conotantly being corroct~d during ~hc
·... ··w
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rUJ1,~B external pre euur-e o tend to den t~ et it from i t n il1temlcd path.

'l'ne ne ar-e delicate and comp Li ca.t ed par t n t hat mutrt function· one

hundred percent perfectly, or the'torpedo iu doomed to run erratically,

andti\UB miOS~t.::::: mar-k,

It cun readily be appreciated that a PT boat is the least

preferable platform frorn whi ch to fire a torpedo. 'i'ho cxt1~aor~"::T

pounding received aboard .;\ 1''}',. can easily break or detach fuel and

air line piping, or rnech...uical control linkagcu. It can unseatvalveo

and jiJ.m control linkageo at their connecting po irrt s , '1'0 make matiers·

worse, there i8 no apace aboard a. fT·· to 'pe r-f'o rm on board main tenance

checks. l·iost navies, for this reason, only load torpedoes on a PT

just prior to a mission. In North Vietnam, they Here· carried for

an Lndef'Lna.t e pe r-Lod , 'I'hey wer-e only rotated or replaced, if a

casualty was uuopected.

...

I

I
I

'l'he Uorth Vietna.mese t or-pe doman ·ill not know l.e dge ab Le about the

\'lcapono under his care. His d.'\i.1." r-ou't Lno O'.l~1.:~.i:;t3 ,)f <Ii;)ina clo1lPl th,~ t,orp-
• ¥ ~

edo t ube , and put t Lng h i a ear to'the t.ube to de t e o t an air leak:.I1~

pa.ints th6 tube l1hennece;:::;[;ary, and Heekly he removes the front cover

to see if the torpedo ha.D moved in the tube. If' air is heard to be

leaking, the torpedo uou.ld be exchanged for a new one from ashor-e ,

Ana.ir leak vas a certain casuaI ty.Tho Elnore technicians would

attempt to determine thtS cil.UGe <l.ntl thon recharge the air flask. If

the torpedo had heen observed to move in the tube, it would also be

replaced. 'l'hie ~1a.D apparently be caune of the presumption that if the

·poundinghad been sever e nough to unne a t the torpedo, then there lo/ne

likely to be co.mClthing e l.se jarred 100GO internally. 'l'he r-e were,

of course, numerous ot~er ca~unltic~ that could h~vo occur~d that

would not be detected by theGe tHO ca:::::u-al inspection£!.

NavicG that employ torpedoea normally eng~ge in actuul·teot
.......~ .

firingiJ. An e xer cd ee he ad i~i fitt~d to the torpedo, (10 that it can be

i
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be r-e covez-ed a nd fired sg:d.n. ulle t o i-pe do can be fired clo;~cnllof

times, and :Jtill ne r ve eventuo.lly ....s an .i.ctual \'I ..U· v.eapon \oJi th an

oxplofiive he ad , 'j'h050 exer-cf se firlrigG have a duel function. 'l'hey

prepare the 'combatant forcee to ha~ .confide-nee in their ability. .
to fire and hit a target i and .they· givo'the nho r-e pe r-sonneI e xpe r-Len ce

in re~lorking the torpedo and making it ready for firing. Some

torpedoes are inc vit~bly lost, i~ this poli cy i 0 f'o l Loue d Ol.ggrerwi vo ly,

but t'hey arc char-ged off to the price of ·profj.c~ency. J~Hch can be

Je arned by recoveringu. torpedo. tht~t ha c run {':rrLI"4lic~lly,Clnd hopefully

this knowledge can be put to. woz-k co that it do, G not happen a~.in.

North Vietnam was not ready to pay the price of a lost torpedo.

'l'heywero tot.:..lly de pendan't upoh the Sovi~t Union for' their -supply

of t or-pedce s , and vthey apparently felt that the USSR wouLd not
,.

nece-sG~rily r e p La ce their' loses from practice chot.a , 'l'hey had only

held one practice firing in the entire hietory of their Navy. It waH

a; grand affair. All -the mi li tal'y and ~iva Li sn di.eni tv.ries \Hlre invited.

l"ortuna.tcly for tho Navy ~t that time, the firing \-las a complete

·success. Thi13uaa pe r hapa ahor t; sighted, as thereafter, it \'IQtEl

obviously presumed that .41.11 t er-pedce s ..:ould function ~xactly 'like

the book description., ''Ihi.s w~s 0. false sense of comp l a.ce ncy , 1I1d~ed,

. it i8 almont impossible for iii. \Icsterner to comprehend the 10\'1 state

of te.chnilogi.ca.l comprehension by the North VictnameDe. 'llhie over­

shadowed many of their Navy'a'd.ifficultios, for naval ahi pe and

,,'capons arc very compli cated in compar-t son to the averagellorth

Vietnameoe ci ti zens experience. North Vietnam fired six t or-pedcen

in J.ugust 1964 and six more in July 1966. It w0\11d be difficult to

prove that even one of t he ee ran "hot ,straight, and normal. II Host

were observed not to run at all, to run broached, or to oircle.

The' n l crews today had blind f'a i, th in their torpedo performance.

!)crhapo it~lo\ild be more correct to 8uy,that thc~·. just did not
.....11I
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think about it. 'J'ltoy ju0anl(!d thorn. Laur.cued , f>oth~f'""\coulu head.

for home. 'I'he tHO boat n that had fir{':fl t.u r uc d i.",!r.(',ll.iat~y t ovc r d

the nOrth;Jcnt <Hid home. 'I'hey \oJ.oro ...war-e that at. Loa s t one torpedo

dovCl immediatoly to thC!l bottom, an4 .that anothor HaG perhaps circling back

a·t them. 'l'here only thought Wa.D getting clear of tho e nt i r-e situation.

The otarboard boat at launch timo w~s, a~usual, out of p03ition and

aflterll of -the diviElion commander. He executed his Dtandard manUeVC!lT

of increasing upe ed vand turning right to go t back in poai tion. 'I'hia

manuover wasllot roally ne ce s cary i\,t thin time, be caune tile other

boats in their turn for home, had manu~vered 61e~~ of h~n. H~ was

too s10\-1 to r-ea Li ae this. He f'o Ll owed his automatic course and then

turned t ouar-d the de s t r oye r , He wa.s now tota.lly alone. Hia corar-ade c

had a good Le'ad vhome ,l/hile he loJaa flailling about. He finally fired

and turned to catch th~ o t he r e , Agill.i.n, he slammed the throttlca into

the stops in ancffor·t to force that 1.itt10 extra that could enable him to

ca t ch, up. His starboard engine froze and shut doun , He ore-orod hia

port engine secured, and sent his engineman to inv"estigatc ..

•
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On the bridge of 14addox, there waa an. air of utter d Labe liaf. Here

in mid-day, three North Vietna.mese Pi's 'rlero malting a determined run

at them, weI1 out in interna.tiona.l waters. It ce emed insane, but tht~__ ~"'"._

. could be no . mistake ona c Lear' day like today. 'l'he boats l~ere pl~illly -,
I-

vioible ~o anyone who choDe to 10:lk.

.. 'i'ho a t t ack \Jas not :J. t o t a L eur-pr-a se , rl'here hud be.en indicators •

1l1a:ddox had observed thilS three high speed boats como :from the north

and disappear bohind Han Me earlier that ~orning. Theapeed of their

travol and the faot that th.ere ue r-e three boats in company were flrm

i.ndicators tha.t· the boa.ts ~lero P'l'a, even though ·Ha.ddox had not sighted
.1"

them visua.lly. Maddox had been on edge for the \lho-Ie patrol to date,

because she was. not really 'Versed in the intelliFenco- thc.t lias being·

oollected. This PT movement to Han l·lC) was now vi.ewe d 8.B particularly

;threatenine. They theorized that lIon l·is uaa a p....r bace , 'llheir logic

l'las raulty. If thi& was a Plil base , thore ehouLd have been 1~3s cause

for concern. It would have be e n "normal. then for the PI'e to be ce en

there. ~\hey made a. doib Ie error in thei·r analysis, 'rJhich cance Tled
. .

itself out and thus resul'tt.d in the correct oonolusionthat they

were indel!d threatened.

Hon tole ~las not a. Pr base. An e lementry into llibrence tI,nalysia

could have proven that. 'l'he phyni ca), chcr-acte r i nt Lcs of the island,

and the fact that it was an island/indicated that it \-Jas suitable tor

nothing more than t r-ans i errt fa-cili t i e o a.t best. A knovIedge of the

llorth Vietnamese PT organi za tLon and ito operatine procedures would

have made it clear, that Han l\o would be an unlikely I3topping pla.co

for thesir boato. rrhoy had never ~topped there before, and today it

would havo been ext r-emeIy unlikely th~t they \'Iouid be intr.ocluc()d to. ._.~

a now military orf~anization for the firnt time. 'l'he i.r- rendezvous

/



tod.:&.y had been in tho lee of the islund, rut e n t i r e Ly u.t ne a , 'l'he

island h~d only ona small pier for the usc of ~upply craft. Maddox

indeed had a. right to be concerned 'by the presence of the PI's this

far south.
'"

. ----: ' ......

If th~appearC).nce.her-e of the prl's Here a vioi t to an catablic;hed

Pl' bane, ~laddox should have not been rconcer-ne d , but rather she

should have been over joyed. 'l'hat ~/a.3; after all, the object of

her patrol. 'l'hoy were supposed to colloct intelligonce on north Viet­

namese Naval activity. Here, on only the uoeond day ~f her patrol,

it waG all b~ing laid Qut for their observation. They were more

nerv~usthan enthusi6l.stic. No one aboe.rd had C:l. true appreoiation

of intclligenc'o and their objectives on this patrol.

r> ,-'~._..,-... ,.
,

. -.. -,~"",

An hour and a half after their arrival, the P'l'c' vez-e obne rved

by radar to .emer-ge .from behind the island and to' be hei'ding for

sea. and the Jliaddox. 'l'his Hall cause ·for concern, and M.-.ddo·x dueIy report­

ed the fa.ct to all coeucanda \.110 \'(ere moni t or-Lng her fflisC:iiot!. She

. a130 :/.'cl,o:c'tca 'Ull'.t r.he r:<:~::: (;ht:l.(!iJl( c.curce 'tv <.:le1'. t.l.e PTc. Her

oz-der-a ~cfinc:.t(;ly did not i'fil:ll:''C,e' LE;1.·:.illL ill eJj ~'ll~::.['er:lcnt, :';0

i!,c 1. -iOT (Iff J!.c·j,';'L Y: v ~'l~l.l ".lti.L"~ly. l·lost Lmpor-tan t of the addr-e auee s

On bor me asage, at l"ast in her View, i'las the U.S. a.ircraft carrier

1!1oonderoga, \~hich was operating juot to tho south off South Vietnam.

It was anoas;r task for all otations·to plot that the ?.l's would

eventually ene-go Maddox, if they were intentQlt doing ;'0. Asaiatanco

from Tioonderoga.· B aircraft v/Quld be mo e t desirable.

'Timo was p~oceding at a snail's pace. There waa little to dO,

but to continue to Btare in di~beli"f as the attacking bo~t~

oontinued on. Maddox ' 0 ac t i onc could only de 1.lY t.he inevi t.ab Le.,
." ..

I
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'J.'hey wero ee Ltillg increasingly concerned. J t hall be en over an hour s i n ce

their initial wa,rnintt mennage had .gone out, yet tho aircraft Lhey had

1'equcBted had not m~de' their appear-ance , 'l'hey ne n t off' more urgent

messages. 'J.lho P1's weroB~ttil1g c101O;01'. 'l'he'y woro obviously nlilt bluffing.

In despair, Maddox 1'0 cogni zed that ahe mi<.Y have toa-ctalone. ''l'he

PI's \-Iere at a r-ange of nine t hounand eight hundred yar-ds and still

coming. J.laddox opened firo. 'Ithe boats \</01'0 well outside of torpedo

r-ange , but Haddox HaD not t ..kingany chance a , '1'ho que s t i on whet hez-

the first volley \laG a. lI~larniJle" shot or not, il3 .really academic.

'l'he shot did not hit. and given the extreme range and thotarce"t.

apeed , it \'lould have been mos t un Li ke-Ly that it could ever have hit.

'l'he fa.ct is that, in any case, the situation Hould not have been

changed. If it had be e n a l7arning ehot .. then it \<ont unhe aded , If
. ,.

the uhot had hit a. boat, the other t\...o bO;;l.tS 1r/ould have certainly

oontinuod on. 'l'he division . had order-c to ~ttack.lf they broke off

short of attack, just he cauae one boat had been hit, . thon thoy

wouil.d have been de 1t vith most har uh Iy upon their return home. Suoh

was the manner of the Northern regime. At any rate, Ma.ddox continued

to fire, and there ",aD no question th~t aubue querrt shots were mea.nt to

hit.

'llhie deficiency in Ma.ddox· G glmnory is immediately caLked to

question. It is easy to criticize, but the fa.ct is thatthiG \"aD

the firDt time Maddox had ever tried to hit a small high Dpeed

target that '''ap manueveringall t he ",hile. Naval gunnery exercises

ag~iuGt moving ship targets hadJuntil then, been conducted by

firing on a target oLe d t owe d lJy a fleet tug on a ne az- Gtro.ight

course. '1'his meant a tarGo·~ speed of about eich~ to ten kno t c ,

There W&.fJ a "forld of d.i f'f'e r-en ce be t ue e n theoe two types of tu.r~tD.

l\fte1' "this attack,tho Navy i.nGta.ntly recoGrliz,~d', this."hort 'coming,

..
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. and eubce quent Iy developed u. hi{!h npe e d m.uruc ve rub Ie t""!'~i for .i t£J

dODtroyero i.o pr-ecta ce on. All shipndeployill,3 to Vietn~~m \-lore Si\f~Jl

time with this tar6"et, and their profj. ciency Lncr-eaced dr-ama.t I ~.).lly.

U.S. U;:I.vy vhipa \lore not called upon to (ire on PTs otgain during the

war in Vic t nam , ::;0 there i o no acL1.<:l.1 bas i n for COlO pari non, but they
~~lJ .

moet Clssu:ced.lYj\llave ac cr-e d i t e d t.hemse Ive e \'le11 in a.ny second go arcund ,

J.l;.ddox on her fir3t attempt, can pot be Gcriourc:ly f'au l t e d , Her

performance lias disappointing, ·but understandable.

o n' .....

st.

...
I
I
I

l}'heJ actual f irine 'tan r-e J.ati V~ 1:1' shor-t li 'Jed. In t ho cpace of

thirteen minutes from initially o pen i ng fire t the firGtt~ro P'l's

had launched their t orpe doe 8 and t ur-ned away , 'l'he fr'i conder oga" s

planes had finally arrived. The lone PT struscl{ng for ~ firing

pout t Lon , was perceived by th~ U.S. forces an a fanatic trying to

mnl~e-: cur-e of the' kill. lIe lia.S to receive the totii.l a t t cntLon of Haddox

and the aicraft as well. '1'hey coul d not know that hie po s i, t Lon '-I·a.s

attained out of incompetence, nor did they care. He wa~ the only

.threat left • It seemed incJ'~dib l e ·t~i th all the fire directed hie-.
,"ay, but he \·Iaonothit.

Joia.ddox \'las hit. Not by a torpedo of course, that llouid have

. bee h .readily apparent, but by a bullet • No one aboard Haddox a-emed

to kn9w 1 t at the time, but· subnequon t Iy the hole Has located in the

. a'rmor plato and t he projectile re cove r-ed s ~ccreta.ry of Defense

lolcllamara would make vmuch of this proof of our injury .. He proudly

displayed the projectile on his desk and even brollght it to the

Congressional Hearings in 1968. Unforlunn.tely, he nevor delved

into its origin.

'.rhe bullet could not have come frol'll Ot. f"L' vh iLe they "rere

appr-oach i ng ~:addo:<. ltf:hould be recalled t'hatthe PTf; had a

aingle gun inount aute r n , and could not de prc an it a n a fo~vur.d
.~ .

pou i tion .1}'l ICy c011111 have only fired on ['!addo>:after they had turned

L
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and \-/ore. headed for horne. iLt that time,' h'J"/over ,both theYe\.Jld

l~a.ddox were opening l'4itpidly. j,lii.ddox was only a limited threat to

them. l·lore immediato, was t.he .tlu'e~t from the. nel~ly arrived aircraft,

that· wer-e div i ng on them. rl'he.y llore unde r s tandabIy firing on th"

planeD and not Maddox. Even if they hit Maddox, their 25 millimetet
" ,

'8Un B llould not have oa.uoed any soriouo da.mage. It could brine the,
a.ircraft dovn; 'l'hiG logic [lhOllld ,;ie proof enough, but there io

even more •
..---~

The U.S. Navy photogra.ph of the ahe LL hole on l'~addox," meas1U'od

A.gainst a. rult)r, rcvo;l.;ls t he ul tima.te truth of the incident. 'l'ho

hole is not large enough to accomodate a 25 millimote"r projectile.

It would bo more cQn~iGtant with a. 20 millimeter weapon. Tho only

20 millimotersin use that flay l'Jerb mourrt.e d on the U.S. aircra.ft.
~

It waD certa.inly not the first time, nnd unfortunately not the last,

that ~ U.s. chi~ would b~ hit by friendly fi~e.

Alter the torpedo att~ck, Maddox continued her move out of the

area. This 1'1aS the onl:!f]~nsible thing to do. 'I'he aircraft \-lere on

station, and they should have been able "to ea.oily handle the retreating

P'l'g. The PI's \dth their torpedoes Bone t were no longer a threat to

Maddox, ~~t ~~ddox was not certain of that. They suffered from a

misconception. Unbelievablc as it may seem, ~hey" believed tha.t there

ma~" have boon t or-pe dce a "f'Loa t Lng" in the ar-e a , \~ith the exception

of exeroiae torpedo~B, which are harmlesst torpedoes can not float.

'l'hcycould have been thinking of mines.llere again, it stretches the

imagination to belicvethQ.t they could have been so naive. Jn t e Ll.Lge nce

could have ahoun thorn that North Vietnam did not have mines of this typo.

Eve~ if they chose to diotrust th~t evaluation, it should ha.ve been

rea.dily apparent. that uoingP1\o in a frontal attack to launch mi ne n

\'las an unlikely concept .I·line la.ying could have bee n done much more

ef'fectivelya.tnight from many different typeD of H~£\ft, at ho riuk

...
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o
to the laying craft. Hinin[" the Gulf , hO\l,'ver·,wo.uld have been

muchrnorc detrimental to Ilorth Viotnam th<tnto o:.ny of her euem i e a ,

'l'hie 'Ja.s cbvt oua t o all concerned.' Ma.ddox, in any event, loft" the

ar-e a , believing 'that she had' at leaot. dalnagedone P'l' 1'/i tIl her

gu.nfiro, and confiu.ent that the aircraft Hould deGtroy tho other
i

I'

The aircrart, Li ke Maddox, \ia~ experiencing their fiI'st shoot

. '--'againat sma.ll high apeed t~\.rgetl3. Acain, like ~laddox, lhey were

mio:Jing tho mark. rrho rocket and che Ll. ap l auhe s in the vicinity.

of the P'l's \'lore an impressive eight. l"rol11 the hieh speed aircraft,

it is under atundabLe that the Lnexpe r-Leu cetl p i Lot a could easily

miotako the splashes for explosiona and iherefore hits. lJ.'here \-1a a t

of course, the natural tendancy to read desire for fact. One boat
,.

had Indeed stopped. 'I'his could have easily been il\tcrpreted'as a

result of battle damage , 'though it "l~S not.

The aircraft had expondod all their ordnance in lCGSl than ten

minutes. 'l'her~ "Jas nothing else to dq but return to the carrier.

~hcy believod that one boat had been sunk and the other two he~vily

da.mage-d. Per-hapn , theY ahouLd have ot<lyed longer to verify these

reuults, but one plane had experienced mechanica.l difficulties

and this may ha.ve rushed their deciaion to return.

One boa.t had eventull.lly been hi t ,but in 110 caae could the

damage have been considered major. rl'he boat was cbvd ousIy complotely

inta.ct, though moving .. t half speed, and eventually stopping.

The Q.uthoritics aboard Maddox and Ticondoroga. had no way at· this

time to diopute.tho aircraft's da.mage claima. Baoed upon·thoDe

reports, the retii.lia1.ion for the a'tt.ack se emed ade quate , It

........
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() Q
made no senoe for 1·1addox t(~ r~Lurn/Lo pu e nu: the !,,'l'll, It' lC,Y wero

damaged, tho rotribulion "/aB justJfor Haudox, 'after all, had not

bconinjured. Sending additional airpraft wouLd have been

h,ypootttical, since the first group of planeD had reported

the damage to bo complete, No one believed-that all the reportu

\lere wrong, an<:i that tva boato \>lore happily ,hea.ded for home and

the third.ldlely waiting for capture or dostruoiion. All commands,

both loca.lly and as far &'t/ay as Uaohinet on , believed, that the

dorena!ve responoe had been adequate, The local com'/Iandors felt
"'---,~-- .t.hat it was now time to regrouJ? and let ~:a6hineton call the next move.s
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'.1!hore waD a. mixed fee.li"ng of reU.ar ·on.,:l·b~ fi.rst two f'll!s ao' they
.. . . .. .

headed for hOIRe. 'l'hey had fulfilled, their CC'lforn-itment ,to ,at'tack and
, .

,woro mOIHntarill" out of iiDIRed1ate, danger. 'l'hel' tl~re Lt.'"a.re that the

deatroyer \.,as .not' firing oolely at their other comr:adc. Hcgrc'tablc'

aD that may be, ,the "relicf in thci'r own' oitUiltion' \f.UI the dominant
.. .' ~

~.-t~~ing, and' ,it' was very "/elco.me. 'J'hG bQa1.n ,.,ere 'ridinc much ·better
. .. .

on thin new couroe, going'\lith tho Enlells. 'l'hey \lere no longer being

drenohed, they ~ere le08 n~useouH, and they wero out of the line ot, .

fire.

'II

•

I
I

I
1·

'l'his interlude was brief. 'l;hey "spot ted the ap~roachinB'aircraft, .

~d got ready for a mm attack. '!'bo planes (tovc on their uep.I;a..~cd

co.mra.de. '!'bo firing ",ith"its re~ulta~t ",ater SPrilY', was intene.,. Ho~
. .. .

,could he suryive? They had no time to dweLl, on this, for, 'th~ next
, '

thing they knew, they were undcr.att&Ck themselves. Th~ plahca ~ove

at them tiring their guno- a.nd.·'rockets. The P'l's opened fire in return.

One' Bun mount immediatoly ja.mmo'd and ,,·,a.s to 'remain out of commis:BioD

for the dura1.i"On ot the engagement. 'rho a..etion waD :only to last los.

'then ten minutes from st£.rt to finiDl~. and out of that, the ~irac tha1."

tho aircraft. w~ro actually firil~g could have been only il tew m,inutes

in all. Such stat1stics are, fOl', hiotorianu, hO\ieVer, and not ,for the

men under fire. TG them, it seemed 1ike an e:ternity. They were complc:te ly , <:

exposed 'here a.t soa, and they had only one' gun mount Ciloing betwoen 'th'o

ttiO b~atl•• It' was a d~.rcnJu~1~a8 reeling~ '1'he t1"/O pIanos tha.t had brokon

'ofr from tho original formation of four, were making low paGoea·and

attacking them. 'J.'he unfamilia.ri ty of the oreus \-!ith aircraft in general,
• • • I

added'to their senae of ,fut'ility and certainly their fea.r. 'l'he naiDe

of the planes; the gunfire and the ne arby splaahe D, 1ed t hem to'
o '..

, . boli'~,vo tb~t they wez-e oQomocl.· '.['ll:cn the miJ'c1.cJ.e' 'lli.Lppen,,:~ ••Tuot; .as
.., ."".

everything a.ppe~rtld darkest, 'the airoraft fle,", 'a.way.

.
t
11:',
~..

f
",
·•••...
I

~"

·

I,
';
,I

'1:
1

1:1
'I

t ..... ,.. ,



o ··0
J..~

11. waG an uneasy ca.Lm , Gert.i.l.ilily·~ilC pl a ne a \-.l(luld re turn , 'I'he

cr-ewn Here Ju:;t nOW .,ppreCiaiinc, that in s pite of the: sound and fury,

they had not been hit. After the in·iti:J.l:;JhoCK, the men be gan f'e ve r i nh Iy

horking on the jammed gun , 'l'llcy Houle! .need it for the next attack. Thifi

wa.s&. difficult ti:~r:;k on a. bounc i ng 1"1' at [lea-: 'I'he d ivi a i on commander

had jamilled Hie throt'tlea full open,' de ap i t,e the :;;arning that this

could cause hi G enginen to over-heut, 110 wan t e d tlo c Lear- the ar-ea

fast. 'lhey \-IOro literally Gur.fing en the sHells. 'I'hey f'e I t that they

---wero-"nearly fl.yi.ng, and under the c ir-cumc tauce s , this \-lOla a comforting

thought. All of a. sudde n , the t-en s i.on (··u.n,\cl.· No one could exa.ctly Gay

when. but there \<l~a a point wher-e they suddenIy r e a Lf zed that the planes

had not returned, and it seemed unlik~ly th~t they w6uld return. It

wne a most ploaaant senoation.

~Up until that time, the crews of thoDe two bonta were understandably

preoccupied \"Ii th concern for their own D~.fety. NO\-l they had the time

to remember their misuing comz-ude , 'I'hc i r obae r-va t t on of him had been

brief, but certainly no one could r-ecal l, any evidence th~t he had been

hit. It seemed that he l~as stili visible an the pl ane a departed, but

again, no one could be sur-e , 'l'hey felt that there \'I~C nothing tha.t they

could do to asoi(;t him.' '1'hey had no ausurance that theplant!s or even

the deotroyer would riot return and try to. finish them off. 'l'he rlfs

considered t hemne Lven defenoelees ap;C'.i~st either adve r-sar-y , and they

\lore eSBontially correct. 'I'hey considered t.ha t it 'tIUl!!: sui.cidal to

return and ilttemptto render a.i d , 'i'hey cympa thi zed \'/i th the' p11eht of

their friends, and kept heading for home.

It was still lieht whe n the tv.o ' boats put into Van hOR. 'I'ne Lr­

return cauaed il.D much, if. not mort; concern asthc:il'depOLrtnre had done.

Those ",ho did not knou of the att~ck p l ann wer-e cur i oua , Previous

exercises had never ended this Doon. Those ~h6 hnow that the division

. was actually uchedu Led to attack a. U.;>. destroyer, ve r e dumbf-ounde d ......

,.
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\'lhJ,Lt hnd &one ur ong. that tQ~e boat u , but on Iy t\'loout cQ.liO three,

had returned. even be I'or-e the a t t.a ck W4W s chedu l ed to' have t ake n pLa ce ?

'.111ey had not received uor-d of any can cc Lat ion , 'l'he bo a t e tied up,~nd

then followed an cv~nirte of intenEe debriefing. 1110 puz~lo remained.

Oneboa.t was still mifH::.ing and they had no clues o.t6 to 1'lhat h ...d hoi.pptJned~

to it.

'l'he missinJ bout wac Lndeed having i t s diffi cuLt Len , 'l'he engi neman

predictably could not d i agnone the r e auon f'or the starboard engine

casualty. l10rth VictnameDc eneinclilen. like th~ir torpedomen, lierenot

I:Jclloo1od in th.e theory of the e.qud pmen t over uh.i ch they had .char-ge ,

'l'he P'l.' engdneman doubLed as an e Lectri c i an as we11. He waearmed \~ith

a roll of electrical tape and a ball~pene hammer. TheEe were hie only'

tools.· If an engine or electrical cacue.I~y occur-cd , be uoul.d attelnpt

to tapa it or hamme r it into \'Iorking order. If these me~suresfailod,
f'.-.

he wo.uld call for an:Jistance from;;,. shore establishment Gpecialis.t •

. Sucll an alilcrnative at this particular moment ~·Ja.fl not really ·practiclc.

Then the aircraft arrived. ..
In the faco of this. net' threat, the captain at ar-t ed his one good

engine, and he ade d \"rest for the nearest ccaat , It was tht!nthat he

felt the full attack or a;ircraft and destroyer. Hie gunniouut opened

fire a.nd ja.mrnod. He \'ian fortunate in'that the 'jam hal3r~pidly cleared •

. ,His 'luck held further, RoS the destroyer headed cway, reducing their

fire, and only ono' air.craft was actually attacking him. The other

aircraft, unbeknownst to the pr, had sufferod a mechanical failure,

so it \!a.s now justcirclin& ove r- he ad , 'l'hen tl10ir luck r-an put.

The aircraft made a straft'ing r-un appr-oa ch i.ng the PI' from a s t e r-n,

Ono bullet f-ounditB mar k , 'l'heir luck had nov turned 180 de gr-ee a , 'i'hia

bullet s Lammed into the back of the captain, who on Q. PI' is a l ae the

helmsman. It exited hie che n t , killing him inat:;;.ntly. It gr-azed the
."

steering wheel and went on to ponotrate the thin.Q.).umi~ium b1'llkhen.l1·
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o 1)
o tho ongine room. Ito 'final cncrVY I~Ol.U 7;pont hy holin,s t}~l: I'ue I

'ine to t he one remaining oneine. 'l'he e~le:ine quicJ:ly Loat fuel

)rcasure , ...nd ahut d()wn.

No one oould have imagined ,thiD bullet path in theil'loiiluo8t

dr-eams , On'o hit had left the boat both Leader-Les s and vpowe r-Lee e , Now

the boat '-lao to share the name gooclfortunccxpericncecl by their

comr-ade s , rpho aircraft for no apparent reaSCilUt' jm:t left. Again liko

their comr-ade e , their waG no immediate e.nd tot.;).l relief" .'I'hey Hore

certain that the nircraft \';ould return, and for them since they wer-e

floating td th6ut pcue r , there \oraD the additional \'lorry that ·the

destroyer \-<ould return. The do,gtro.yer could safely Gt~y outsido the

PIlls ran~ tlith the,ir 25 millimeter gun I?, and shell the P'l' at will

until it WilS sunk. Since thc,y could not get under-vay J they Hero

·si tt1ng ducks for retaliation.

Tho loso of tl.1eir captain \-ras d.I nt.ur-b i.ng, Ho W¥.B not except-ionally

experienced to say the lo~st,. nor \-;as· he likely to be very decisive

when lett alone to make a decision, but \.Ji th him gone , it jUDt pushed

dOl-in theladder one step ftil'ther, the officer \olho vouId have to get

them out of this uncomfortablesi tuation. 'l'he executive officor had

ne.ver assumed any authority before, and nO\l.he WotS at a complote 1068.

Hio answer tras to wait. Perhaps help\/ould 'come to them. 'Ih i a wao

wishful thinking. ~lC ohanceD were about one in a million, but no

one had the initiative .to uUggtHlt anything e Lse , It was just ouch

a pleaGant relief to be free from immediate atto.ck, that there was

no 61'cat in~piratio:1 to do a~ything butcnjoy t}~e auiet of the.·moment.

i I
1

~ill ....

lE~',j-,;

ri'ime sloloJly ti eked iU·lay. }i'ear returned \':i th the th~uf;hta of \-that

oouldhappcn, but then. like their'comr;:dec before thern, they

Guddonly reali'zed that the des"Lroy~r and the planes Nere not going

~ tore'turn. 'l'heir fataliflRl removed, thoy Here eventuaLly stirred to

"... ....
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action. 'I'he e ng i nctnan ('"\clnptod . to t ape lho hGl(":tl fU~ Li no •. '1'hio

a t t emut f.~ilod. It \-loult.!. no. hold under I'rc~sul·(~. l··at~~.A::;m returned,

aa they pr-e par-e d to dl'ift until captured or r eucue d , Bventu:.tlly,in .

de spe r-a t.Lon , they tried to start' ~h(:. engine thn t had ahu t down for

. no apparent r e anon , 1t"iJtarted, to .everyone I 8 nur-pr-i ce , There was

no miracle here. The engine had shut doun due to the beur-Lngs over­

hea.ting. By thin ti me, they had cooled, GO there vas nothing really

."rone. \'li th the e nrdne , 'I'hey wer-e underway t.O the relief of all hands,

and headed directly for the ccas t,«:

~

'J'hey arrived at an ioolatedsection of the llort h Vietnamese southern

coaa t , and beached their boat. 'lbey set out, \thile t he r e uas sti 11 lie~tlt •.

to acavange for f'o od , 'l'hey had little luck, and returned to their

boaf by sunne t , 'l'he uoa't lias a familiar refuge, and tlleY:'\~ere relU'Ctant··

to Leave it. iI'hey ware in no imrnediatedanger. '.L'lley (:>1;i11 believed

that ~id would come to them. they would wait.

Illhg~tt~~iVitY \';hich had a t.ar Led out ~:i th uuch pr-onu ne at Van Hoa, had
, 'Jl now ended at sunset with two boats returned to Van Hoa and one beached

on the lonely aou t her n coastline. 'j'he P'I's had immerged as a threat, but

they had caused n-o damage •.It wa.s really unbelievable. that they, in turn,

had Guffered only one minor hit. One lOan dead and a fuel l~ne ruptured.

'rhis, 'lao not an impressive cauua.Lty r e por-t , but the chock waves .from

this act.Lon \I~re not pr-e d i cut e d on the actual damage o ccured , It was tho

act or'the attack itself,that would cause it to revelrberate ",round

the .\~orld.
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The·North Vietnamese loadero never conaidered'th~t their me~

t,~uld not pu,t out the ul timat'e to' ach i.eve success, nor did "they

ever cons tder tha.t tncir \...e apona \'I'ould be fnulty. 'i'hey believed

tha.t they would succeed in· their objective of oinkinB 1.h~ destroyc'r,

when they. or-der-ed the ~tta.ck. lihy wa.a, it ordel'eJ? 'l'hiu "is the' quent Lon

that GO iil3.ny have guessed at· over the yeC1.r~t rJ'ho JlorLh Vietnam'eGc p~' men.

diroct~y inyo.lved, in the' a.ttack, have given \.1::1 their o.nm':er. I·t· is
.. ,

reasonable to assume that· i·t reflecto tho thin.ki ne'ot theirr superiora.
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'l'be news of LhcJ :& L1.01 d:

closo~ ~nd with .lesa, con~6rn for aircr~ft. They national recorda

\lould hoil.VO shOlm'tllat r.laddox \4as.not lea-viLe for lr.C?od i.tter ,only
1·

t~o so\ond day of her, patrol., It was indeed fortunate for the
., '

Un!t$d ;;;ta1.cliI, that the inexperienced P'l'o wero DUfferinB phyaical'

disoomfort, And thuB decided, to fire at extreme range in o~der to ~a,

done 'with tho action. rl'hey had six torpc4,oco or six chancea, Only

'atta.ckod under tho cover of dar-kue sn ••• this t co could have e~tten. them

one hlt would have been Bufficient to cauec oeriouB damngo or perh~pB

even aink the destroyer. 'llhel torpedoes of cour-se \'lould have had to
. . ,

run properl:!. a.nd hero again, it is unlikely tha.t nny d.id. In .t\.ny ,.. ...
evellt, all theso "if's" were correctible, eo in 'theory. North Vietnam

h~d a'better than even chance for SUCCCSll.

,

i
!

I

I,..t·i ..... ot tho w.rld. Why .h.uld three .~"ll craft er" the minin9ulo
I
I lavy ot 1lorth Viotno.in. 'attack oil. de\n'Lroyer of t1!e pQue,rful Navy of

~'he 'Uni ted. fitatea? It seemed ·to be a ouicide l:1iasion \'lith lit'~lc

chance fo,r success •. Closer cxamina.tion r-eveul s it may not have been

.io crazy after a.ll. It \-/as not fJuicidiLl. All the boa.ta nur-vi.ved and

their injury waG ulieht. In rel;&l.rd ·to nucce s» a' few. "ifs" could

have rCl",dily ~hl'a.nBed tho 'outcome. If, the ,Plls had COll tinned in •••

:l,fter all' no ,'sheIla had even come cloGO wnon the)· fired, p~erna.tu,r.el'y

I ~nd headcd' (or home. If they 'had stuck to their' original'plan and
j
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01' on o thea- occan i onn t.hey l;:)Vi'd~;d nimi );;~l' i o f'or-mn t i on tlO could be

.r-oven correct.

'1'0 apln'ociate the dec i.n i on to a t tack , it in ne ce s eur-y to fi r ot

»one i de r- the North Vi~tl1""men~ envil'Qnment.'l'he.No.vy i n the mont junior

,lilitary command inUorth Vietnatn. !:;ven the, p:\ra-mili tc.:.ry forces

~njoY' more Gta.tu~ and bet tel' «cmnun Lca t Lon aw i t h the national Leade r ch Lp ,

Tho navy hac no r~preGontatioll in' the capitol city of Hanoi, except

1'01' the infiltration group. rl'hiG e,roup was in e one nce a 'Uavy un t o

i tseLf , '1'hio oreanization ua.e r e apono i bLe for infiltrattng ne n and

eouipment int6 South Vietnam. AGide from the fact that this was,done

hy sea, the·basic mission lias a familiar one to t he na't i on.l a leaders.

'l'hey had be en directing infi 1tra tion for ye o.r s over land, and the

end objective was the same - support of ground troopG in the :South.

~his~nav.l operation of the same type mad~ them exceptionally nervous. '

'l'hoy reali zed that a ship 10f.'t here, 'could meen the instant and total

lOBO of very valuablo and in r.'lany case s irrepla.. ce abLe rne n and materiGl.

On land, an attack on an infil t r a tion convo..y uou l.d not C12.illl t he entire

effort a~ once. It· was for thi~ rO~Eon tha~' they took a airect and per­

~onnal interc6t in this naval infiltration croup. Only the hiGhest

pr'i.ority men and equipment w~re authorized to be infiltrCi.ted by sea.

'I'he personnel in the group Huelf \'Iere e pe c i n Ll y se Le c t ed , and the

entire operation HaG shrouded in the utmost Gocrccy, even from the

rest of the North Vietnamese az-med I'or-ce n , 'l'he BToup \'IC:\S technically

nava.l, because it operated at sea, but its command line by-puueed the

!'I'jl.va.l lloadquartersentirely and r-an d i r-eo t Ly ,to the High Command ::.. t

li!\noi.

'l'he combu t an t Navy conn i e t ed of the P'fs and t he pat r-o I cl'uft. It

was, comeranded by an Army, officer 01' in'reali'tJ', no political of f i ce r ,

Comllluni$t military systems have a due I chain of command , .One i" the

atandar-d mili tar,y chai n an in Ilest,ern na t i onn ; t he othe r i a a par-a l l.e l,
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cha i n of po l i t i ce I 01:fic::r301C political of'Ii oe r-a uro ucn..1ly

ccmnun i at p~LrL:r mcubcr-n I HIIfJ are i-enpone ih l e fur the pol itJCal

CU,UC<.l. tion of thOG~ in the com;;I;i.nd they ce rve , 'l'hi 6 mc.mu the pr-oper­

motivation 'of t he men for t he Lr comba.t chor-e n and the (7;l'}neral se r v i ce

of the stOl.te. It j::; ouch a neul1louo theory that the political offioer

can take all the credit, for no'thine io pouBible without the propor

motivation. or get all the blame, for lack 'Of motivation v/iIl insure

defeat. III theory, t:1e unit'u comc.and i ng officer and political officer

snake all decisions jointly. In pract.ice, anyone Hho has been in ,the

mili t~rY' ne r-v i ce or ucr-lce d for a Lar-ge :cor-por-at i on knoun that there

can be only one bono , 'I'he dorni nant ~')(,rsol1i.'.lit,y will _p!'r~vail. 'i'!.le

adroit political officer does ;'\ jugGling ac t , taking the credit for'

eucce aee fJ and b Larni.ng h i u mi Ii tary counterpart for 'any failures.

The leaders o,r, the Soviet Union .have almost all come from the ranks

of military politica.l of'f'Lce re , and t:ley have be e n vpar Li cu Lar-Ly

su6cenoful jueel~rs.

'l.'ho. senior officer i.n the North Vietu?r.w13e !·i;;.vy in Augnst of

1964 ho:.d the rank of Captain, or morc c.:.ppropriately in Army fashion. •

Colonel. He wa,s a. j)ol'itical officer, and conLd look forHard to being

pr-omoted and\;ith a pr-oino t Lon , being returned to the Army, if he

perforr:l,~d his t empor-ar-y vdut Le s \-lith the Navy in ana.cceptible manner.

The comparable NaVQ.l officel', could rise 11'0 higher. He thus liad

little incentive except to keep the statuseruo and his own personal

pond t'ion un t ar-nd shed , 'l'lle. poli tical officer in these circumstances

waB bound to dcmi nate , lIe rlas ae ver-Ly hampe r e d in a fiaval assie;nl!lcnt

bya total lack of lJaval Y-.no\~lcdge. Htl \,/asnot about 1,0 acquire r.n~b.

'in the COUl'tJC of h i c duties. '1'he boa to of t h e llavy Here '601a11, so he

did not keep his comuand at ae a , In fact, the only sea experience he

·')ver had UOi.S on a'VIP cruise aboard an obsolete uubmar-i ne - chaser-: in

the dayo Ll::fore the U.:3. bonb i ng commenced. ,

'l'he po I i t I ca L officer ,\'~o un Jiruiy 1,1;:01.11 and ove d h in allegio.llce
~ -116 ,. •

to his Army colltl:'\f';Ul!O in Hanoi. 'i'hey \:;~'~ted' "f.he f r man" in char-ge
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.r tho NaY,'I, but after that tlle,,,. cho ne to ir;llOl'e the CO'rOP1JOacopo

'f llaval matterfJ. No id~a:J' Horo. e xchange d back and f'or t h ; 'l'he Navy'

:ms f'or-go t t en un Le nn eome pecu Ldar- .ct r cumc i ance .tli c t a ted o t he r-v i ne ,

'l'here \·:as a cd r-cumct'auce her-e in 1964, th.d .uasot' U;).valconoern

1,0 the 1o<.~clerfJof North Victn<.Lm. It Has not their lhl.Vy ao much,al3 a

oorica of Nava.l incurnionu that Here stril:ina at their country.

I'his leadership uaa totally ignorant of such matters and wer-e not

,i!.1~).ined to study therahonal methods for cOlohrding the Utttackern.

'I'hey reacted inntead by unreasoned 'peaks of anger and fruotration.

It \~as in this arouced ntat e , t.hat they mout frequently made' "wll'eir

hasty and costly Naval decisions.

The North Vietnameoc concern has for the harUD6ment they had

beener-e ce I vang over tho last fe\ol mont hs, 'I'he oper-a t i on llasknoHn to

the United Stateo as, 34-A.. 'l'he Horth Vietnames,e referedto the

intruders as "raider boa t n s " 'l'he bonts Here not "::htift'l boats as

e r-r-one oumy reported by \Iestcrn journali at e , :::h-dftS\olere used \-li t'hin

the organiza.tion, but only for support . pur pooes , If'he ac t uaI mission

boats uez-e "Naut,V" ol asu wO\1den hulled boats of a f/!' de aign , but

mounting only guns and no' torpedoes. 'l'hc boats Here built in HorHay

and fitted with Britioh cngi~e6. Tl~y were pro~ured for this cl~nde6tine

\olork. as they· \,10re "dcmable," Le. they could not be traced to the

United Stat~s. Itwao obvious that the U.~. had transported the boats

to Victnum. It ,.,as a Leo common knot/ledge tha.t the U.S. performed

any major repairs required on the::e boa t s , U.S. peruonnel had tosted

the boat a fo'r tho tropical operatinc condi tiona, and they cubse querrt Iy

trained the South VietnamerJe -cr-evn, '1'he one: cardinal rule was that no

U.S. pe r nonne I wou Ld par-t tc ipo.te on anymiosion. 'I'he rm aa i onn l'~ere to

be entirely South Vietnamene, and the U.S., thour;h a i d Lng and ",,-betting tho

pr-ogr-am , oculd deny -any pa.rticipation.

11'hej)ublicatteniion given thin pr-ogr-am han beel1.to-tal.lY out of

. proportion to the rOi.l-Ii HeG. Jl typical mi ua i on uou Ld con s i s t of tHO
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boato. 'l'hey ucu Ld d.epa r L lJa Nanl; around. sunao t and head north , 'l'll.()Y

\/ould har-aan fi(Jhel'lnen by stoppin~ and bll:.l'ding t.he i r- boa t s , Often,
- . '

they'l/ould t·1.ke off t h« C~\'pt;dn and bring him uou t h , thore,. he would"

be troated -like royO).lty and nub je cte d to:::mb.1.il poli t i cnl 100turo&,

bofore being returned on the nextmiuaion to his home in the Horth.

He would be given candy, cigarettes and a t r-ann i e t or r ad i o , l-he n he

r-etur-ne d , the au t.hor i, ties ~:ould I inevi t ub Ly conf i aca t e this prizo loot

(u,sually for their o\\'n per sonu I gain) f end ordinarily they vrou Ld

rostrict him, at least fora .time ,from returning to sea. 'i'hoy f'e ar-e d

that he could have beon' assigned an intelligenco mission, and could

be planning to be picked ,up bya raider again.

Other missiolls consisted.of attacking military target5, such'OLe

ecmmundcat Lona stations andvgun emplacements,It \ms not an overly
"

amb~tious p~ogrCl.lill nor was it ever intend.ed to be, It was designed to
keep, the North Vietnarnese on edge, and to signa.l to them that theil'

country wa.s just as vuLnerabLe to attack from cut oi de , .1.9 was South

Vietnam. 'l'he'theory be i ng that thoy Hould recognize that tho attacks

.coutd be stepped up, if that \/ore ever desired. Concurrently, it vas

tci plant the aced ~ith the ~oa~tal renidents, that their government

·"1"'8 not inVincible, and could not protect them in all circumstancea.

;i'he intelligence ga t he r-e d by t he se oper-at i onc Iolas trivia.l. It ",as

valuable iIi that it contributed to the overall economic and military

assusment of the North, nnd could be correlated to similar informa.tion,

from other.areaa of NorthVietnarn. On u coot effectiveness basis.

corti:1inly intelligence a Lone could not justify these ma ea i onu ,

'i'he miooions sucoeeded , a s \-fe 13ha11 sec, all too Noll in their

objective of cauo i ng the North Vietnarncs'o to l)~ conce rne d with their

vuLne r-a b i Li t y from sea. u.t tack , l'lilit,~rily, the program \';CifJ succe eat'u),
--:;..

and coot effective. '1'he criticiom c tumu frolll,ethio:;. 'l',Ue V.:;). nuppor-ted

the tiouth Vi~tnamene in an oper~tion extendi~G,outoid~ Lheir country
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and into ano t he r- one. Can thin be jur-.;tified? N.my pe o p Le believe

that this typDof activity can me ven 1,lo·ju:.;ti [jed on principle.

ltealfctically, it f.lhould be conudde r-ed on a compar-a.bLe ban i.n , North

Vietnam w.s intl'uding into the South \·:ith hundre du of men arid ton.s

of e qui pment by Land &.1.10110. 'l'heir sea infiltration progr-am added to

this total. 'l'h'e volume of "insult" HaG ove r-whe Im i ngLy i.n f~tvor of

the North, compared to t he uc minor 34-A oper-a't i.cuc , North ViotnOlm

was like the bully who can eive but not t ake , 'rhey overreacted •

'l';lcmentry common nen ne would have ae erne d to dictaie that they

take an e rrtd r-e divi~ion of St\atOrt13 - four bon.t s - and deploy them

acr08S the. line of retreat of the r<liders. After all, they know

thcraidera had to return south. Properly spaced, i t\'/ould have

been Virtually certain that the~hla,to\"~l \-lould have gotten off a.t

least a. fe"'l rounds at the returning r-a i der-a , 'I'hey never did .this

f' .

FI
f.· I.
r

........

. '!'wo nighta prior to the a t t.ack on l~ja.cidox, the r-aa der-s had bombar-ded

a coaat.aI gun empLacemerrt fa'.' the f i r-s t time •. north Vietn~.m waG

incensed. 'I'hey had indeed tried to strike the raiders with t he Lr

patrol boat force. It vaa a most frufJtrating experience. Their

lac.!' of navaI expe r t Lse war; r e ad i, ly a pparent , 'l'hcy tried the same

tactic over and over aga i n l:i th no eucce as , 'fhoy never Varied it

in an effort to try and improve their Luck , '1'\,[0 SHatoWG e.ndocca.oion~,lly

three, uould be deployed off the coast after it Has reportod that

the raiders had pas aed by. 'l'hey \-Iould '1ait for the r-e turn p.l.ssago.

Ha.i t they did, until the raiders were dlleeast on their Hay south.

Then, they would Bally forth. It would take no naval expcrtifi() tlt

d Lagnose the error here .'1'h6 e l owe r S\\'atom:; could never catch the

ra.ideru. Theya.hmys ended up r-unru.ng: after them aft'or they had passed,

'l'hey were so fa.rapart , that the raiders seldom even knew that they·

were being chased.

L



or made any c.hanGco at Hll.O Hal; 'illCl'CcliL~e 'tha t coue Hoe alone; tho

line, come change \WG not or-dc r-cd, hqt pc:-hq·c· the det a iLn of t.hc ne

nctivi t i e s were kept to the pa t ro I craft or;[.ani za.t ion alone. 'l'he Swa tow t a

excuse ;' th~,t they wer e too s Lov to engage' the r a.i de r-a I uc emed 1.000

accepted by ~enio~ commands without queetion.

The raids we re an annoyance he1'c-to-fore \·rhenthey ue r-e lilni ted to

f i shermen., but. nOH an attack on a gun emplaccmen~ vran Ln t oLer-abLe,

Uorth Vietnam lind to retaliate, hopefully in a \;ay thatl'!ould dete r fu t ur-e

-ra-ido. 'l'he Leuder n exarai ne d the poncabd l i tien:

Air - 'llhie \O/ould have be e n quite f'e a e i bLe and potentially effective.

'jlhe ma.jor dr~Hback uas tha.t Uorth Vietna~ did notlClve air superiority.

nnd thoir leaders really understood air power. '~hey did not want to

cXpGoo th~ir 'ir Force to a retaliation in kind~ They wanted to save

their air powor for the ~ltimate defenDe of the homoland~ and the

raider annoya.nce was just not oerious enough to riuk this valuabl!' as::-et.

Ground - 'Illis \-las the e a s i eat 01.1 ternative , but i tl'1as no t that

appropriate. It could very well be misunderGtood. A major attack in

the South could not be arpanged on a momento notice, and since tho object~

ive \lould not be the raidor boats, the source of the Ilorth'a nggrivation

would not be dire ctly uve nge d , Further , considering the time delay and

a remote target,' there Has no assurance that the mesnage the North

wished to convey, 1-lould actually get through - i.e. mor.o raider activity

would mean more ground ~ctivity against the South.

~aval - Thia was obviously the most desirable alterna.tive, but

p~at experionce had shown it to be ineffective. Ineffective that is

aga.inst tho r-af.de r e , It HaG then t ha t l~addox appeared on the soene ,

'i'his offered' a no\/POs.Sibility. Here llas a chip that their lJ-avy,' by

touting their P'l's, \las admi tUng that they wer-e capable of rn nk i ng' ..

what ''las the ri ok'! 'l'he' Havy? It Has con s ide r-ed an expc ndabl e appendage

anyway. '}'he war wau a land war-, 1.'he l1avy could help ihch'V defend their

coast, but llQr-l1.oiiiCQ.lly, if a major Lnva a i on Has planned, their Navy

._.,.:.;.~ l/ould be r-ender-ed ~noper.at i ve i~ the first fell hour a , 210rtll V.ietnarn
-·ttI _..
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e~Uld l1.~fOrcl. to lOOD~ Vil·OU.~ their c~tir(; Il<l.vy, '~lill yt)IOUld have

Li t t Lc effect on the i r \mr. agatn:;t the ,j(llith. i'he other rl~~k to conn.ide.r

waD that Maddox was a United ~t~Leu uhip and not a South Victhameoe

raider.

There have been attemptoto theorize that the North Vietnameoe

conf'uaed the na tionality (if lrlu.ddox,. or that they 'be Lieve d that the

U.S. l'JaS the perpetrator of. the r~ider oper-ations, or that they .

cons rder-ed l'iaddox and the ro.iderc' Li.nkud , I.i.'heoe are all vrong', '1'hey

knew NCi.ddox to be a U.S. nh ip , 'I'hey knew that rio U.S. personnel \o;ere
"" ""--..a-_ ~.'-

overtly involved Iii th the r-ai de r-s .'Hley never' considered tha t t.hore

was any link be tween l.laddox and the raiders. 'l'llis'reasoning vas correct;

other r-eaaorri ng vuaa not.'l.'hey believed. that an. attack cnKaddox

oould deter .raid~r activity, .ei nce the :iout.h Vietname se \iitn~ssing

this would fear to Bend t.he i r- boa t a Horth again. 'rho de ci.n ion HaS

made-:in Hanoi - a.ttack f.he J.1n.ddox liith Pll' boats. It wou Id take tl/O

duyo for .the command machinery to filter this order down rto the

P'l' division selected to make the attack. '1'hio uas subae ouerrt Ly

confirmed as the typical execution t i.rae f'r-orn tho causing event

. until the action on theretaliaiitin order.

North Vietnam aside, v:ere the 34-A. oper-a t ion s and J·laddox au so cd.ated?

'!'hoy oertainly vez-e not in the cense thai the a ccuo i ng journali Btu and

inquiring members of Congress conceived it to be. Buch operation

stood com'f.ll~tely alone, though eu.ch "at; aHare of the other's presence~

'l'hc U.S.authori ties, priroa.ri~y the. Arm.y command in Saigon vh i ch "ms

tochnioally the overseer of the 34-A operations, \.;ere concerned about

mutual intt:rference, i.e. tha:t r'\addox and the r-a i de r a could interfer

. with each otherc opei-a t i oun to tlw l~f:1I·jl,·c)d.••1' '_'.:'.{,~. The Army a Luo

wanted Maddox to bo available to a~oiot the raiderc, if tllis zhould

be r-e qu i r-ed , 'l'he N.w"J rO! coeni ze d th;lt as!-;i stance ;run impoH;:;i b Le , 'l'hey

would not be physioally within the vicinity of the raider operations •

. Wit More. know Ledge ab Le vi n t he ue raat t e r-a , they couc i de r e d the raid~r bou t s
._~ .....
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cap...blel of GUIJL~iitine r.iCniI."i.c'-ln1. d<.unCl[,"C 1 ,~',:L utill b~ine,.~1Jle to,

re1.urn under l.heir OtlO. JH:mcr. \i-iLh t\'10 .boat n , one could URslllt the'

other •. If lJotll ue re 'd~I~,~e.c'd. ·t,o',·the QX~el~t' 'of requiring Gutsitle
. .

D.DLliutance, l'laddox ,",ould have bQQn "a sitting ,duQk' who,ll con,in« to ·the
, ' ,

rescue. 1'ho U.S. Navy ~"oul(l'Jlot o;rl1er their 3hi.p into euch i1,'~rap.

!
f

'!'he navy a Lao conaiderec.l mut ua I interference unlikely, a(~ain
I '

because the forces', ',,,ould be so par-a'ted ;' 'rhey erred sliBI'ltly. here.

"~ia.di1ox did u:ieht tho r ...Lde r-a on the night her T.liBsion m!.D .tc b",ain.

Their reactlon is evruenee to the dC,stroyer's inadequate prep:lration

for the~r intclJ iS~c mission. 'lhey identified the ,.raide'rs "as P,-6

class p'r boats. 'I'here ';c:c .no 1'--6 claf'l3 P'! boats listed in lYi ther

the l~or'th 'Vietnamese or Chinese Na.vies in porto n'eV'.r, .the ,Qulf. il'he

Swatotl is 13il!lilar' to a P-6 hull, .but l'i ...ddox reported ~l'a not C\Ulboa.tG.
I"

'i'his' could have been 'a fatal error, if it had o ccur-ed ,later in the pa.trol.,

;
I

I

Prom, thiu point on, hO~levcl't the 't\'10 'oper.ations \'.'e:re never lii,tilin',

, e~cb other's ,terr,i tory.

•
-A thcoretic~l ~dvantage' to the two 'operations being run'simultan-'

. '

cO'Q,sly, lias tha,t },iaddox could colle ct informa.~ion· on North Vietn~m's
)

reaction to the raiders. 1'he error in this ~heory "laG again th2.t, the , ~

two forces were, so far separated', that the~e \o1~D no unusua.I intelli,gunce,

availa.bl.e to ~taddox that was not already available to,.other intelHgence

collectoroe

The in'f;elli$Once that !Iia.ddox. collt":c'~l':d ilould in the norllul1

ceur-ae of events be. ~l.naljo~lf in \ja3hingtol1 t arid ~ amall portio)l of 'it

would be fcd b...ck to the fieid. It io quite ~oo"ible ~lat 6o~e of the

,...
r
}

'.I,

. '

'in1.elH.gence cC?uld be uue d in pla.nninG future '~aide~ miaaiono, and

prep~ring 'Lhnm to defend t.hemae Ive a , A·t thia tta.e,.. it could 1l0~ be

tUrCl.ltly tril.ced 'to 1.1udllox or any ore 1I.inl~le in~elliaence aeur-ce , 'i'his
••

, is at beot u very indi~l'lct r'euult, and h~rdl:l me r i til.lfl t.he .Iube I tll"at
. . .~.-

the operationo uerc n~~ociaLed.
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Vi-olaUon of terri t'orial ~;ate'rs r, e veu i r coywidered by inter.nationally

recogni~ed rulcn, would'have been no C.).UGC 01" jus.tificQ.tion for.Nort.h

Vietnam's attack. NadJox \:ould have violat?d Lhe Luclve mile. lilnit, if

it wore in for.cc, but the viola·tion did 110t ccnm s t or any hostile

ac1.ions. ~'ho laat "violal.ion" OCCUJ'cd \lell· before the 3.~·t.ack. ~addox \I&S

a)."ays \-'011 out in i,ntcJ'natioll.<:ll \:<....ters from the' ::lo,lleut. thelY ",ere first

·uigh1.ed 'by t.he 'PJ'o, and .cen t Inued even f.:~rLlae-r· off uhore until "'ell

af1.o·r tile al.Lack.

. .

'i'he 0 the r-' con f.,';)v~r~d '11 "OIH:ni on: r:~llter:l ('.'1 t.he ~n L~.~IJr\iollal

Ltcrs l.holQe~. It. iB impl)I'LilllL to r~lncmber l.l1L~L ,dorLh VU~1.n<lI~ud

~ Vel" claimed Oil. t e r r I to.di"41 limit.' :lin'ce' h"c'r in;jei·~encl~nce. Her prior

til'LuB unde.r j"rcnch <:~dlRinh~Lra.tion ',/OU-l'el .. 'b) ;Hluuinption, i!ldi"cat'e

. l.hrec lRile limit. It uau on,ly ",Ctcr "L,he. Ll.iLac·~ that 'they for.rnany·, .

;laimed' 0), 1.we1vc lOt le li.mit. COIlf3hlcri Rp' the t.n"-ncr<:ll lacleof m~tri time

tntArest ·dillCUUJJc'd earli er, it La pr-obab l e tlmt no one' vau eve.n

conv.ercant ~Ii tll in'Lernid.ional, ·,..a1.er' liIQi t s .unti 1 they' \-jere tu t or-ed
, -

t~fLfn" the f",ct by tucir allicn.

"i'he 'violation of'1.erri.'tot'i:·.l "ir£t.cru can be proved: to, be ap

."iter thoue~lt. '!'hO attack on .~Iaddox· \-/as orcle ....ed in Ihmoi "jell 'beforc

~laddox had cyen ;,.pproa,ched an.y claimed lilni t , I ~'. ua.n no~ qua,1i ned.
. ,

'j'be P'j" orfi cer-e ,.,erC'l told ·t'o ai tack i-',ad•Jox, 1~1) ,'){L~ '~l)ld them- tha.t

t~ey \'/ould f!!' only if" Naddox: ,,:aD to violate Jlorth Vietl-j·:l.I:l~ 'n01' ue r-e
. ~ . .

t.hey to1:d: that M~ddox was to .be in any: sp~cific ar-e a 'before uhe '-Ia'8
. ..

to be atta.cked. It c0\11d be ·a.reuef1 that perhapa the Uorth Vie"t.naCleae .
. . .

presumed that a 'violation of' thei:r 'limi t. uau inevitable.' 'ibis ,~ould be

a.,·very 1incertai~poliC?YI bu't it \-,as unlilc.elj in al):/ evc·nt., for ·.n~'le.·

of the Pl" officers uere awar~' of· thc intcrna1.io.nal ".3ter li-mi·t even
. .

yCea.rB after' the attack.' It 'io 'Lherefo're most .pr-cbabLe that the Laaue

WLLS never even considored.
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iil rage :t.;\d thUD ~Ji \-\lout complex thoug~t of li.nkin~ "'lie 34-'\' OPC1'a.ti"uns
. '

\lUll 14addox or consideration of, territorial limit-I:. lIortl1 Vietmu:l'o

I () ," I'

i lI"d.lo" WaG .. v i c 'i " of eli'<''''"'' I unco:" :'ho ,,,. ,,: 'n",:e ,a, de f'Ul 11. '

I" 'I). ...,"1 obj' c l i vo \la. ~Il. ,;u ,,1., b','_10.. Lnt II or th V,.,"',,, conld not

i ' ',uceo••tu11;( "'1.,,ck 1.1..... 'I'h.;(, ue re fr'. G,' ra I.d by t h. ri. i de r s • i.nd

i JVe'rreilctcd. '1.0 at la.cl~ M..clAiIox. "l~he :lolcc,Hli(Jn uas a 'oir"plt) one born

I
I
I' b i I!'.I\$" I mi.1. ake ,,,,. til"t th.y uever ant1 Gi p..1.od t h. po I.n t i~
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.·.Ausust second ~964 WiLS' a Swlda¥. l'/a::;hington, .u.~. a~d Vfctn.....

wore Ph.Yaicall:r· half a ',#orld ap~rt. The t'i~ difference for pl"aot'iole
. .'

purpose. oa.n be conaide·re·d to be t,.,elve· hours, ·alt~lough there were
. .. . .

actuall, two time zoncs in the Ottlf. A l,\ictve hour .differenco makes

it ea.07 1.0' convert civilian time", as A.}.l.• and P.M. are just'reverueci.

,The attacJc: on t.laddox 'occured loca.lly In. mid-afternoon. in ·WaohiDgtOD..

tbiu wa,s the Iniddl~ ot the nlghi. In Hatlaii, it \'las otiil Sa.turd~y,
. . . .

AUBUst first in the evening. In these -L"to' U.~. Ioea-Hons thon, DillC~~

it was a, QUIDCler. weekend' and .In. ()ft' hours. the lDa.in 'decision makers .

wero not on the job. They "sould ha.ve to be calie·d in from home·, or

in' Bome caaea, tro~ far. away resorts.

,:.
!hos~ men and' their key: staft meuber8 arrived at·8tagSe~e4

. . ." . '.
intorvals at theil" rosJ)ective places of work. 'I'hey might·. have ,?oen'

slightly ,'a~sriva1;od at 'this eve·n.t· .having· cancelled more' Plea:,S"lU'ab'lo

_t, PurSUits,. but they' wore highlY,dedica.ted. and r.Jloliledgeable .men·, who

~ppr.cia~ed t'he B.igniriC~ilce·,of .thl.s· attack. ll'h~y' had..·hl!ard ~.hO news

bulle'Uns, and tbey were eager to set. to· their .offices to learn'

what extra information was rc~lly known. There W&H little ampl~1ng'.. ..
information availablo. ae yet·. )larldox. waD attacked by three PT'. boats. '.

Maddox had·~ired back and had been aosiBtod by aircraft from the

carrier Ticondcro~-a..· The damage re'ports \ier'o confuBi~g. At',first,' it ,

.a.ppear·ed that two PTa we!;"e nunk , 'l'hen it. s.eomed that oniy o-n ·Wt:.11 Bun~.
. ,

_,a4 the other two were daln.ag~d. 1ot;':dtlQX and. t.ho ~ircra.ft .had. not boen

hit. '!"his seemed· to 'be an accepti~le military response. '!'hQse at

diet'ant commands had )I. wa.y of 'loiowing nt··this time, that 'l~orth "
4 .• . •

··Vietnam h4'd not flutfered the damage clairned., and t..hu~ . these Dame

throe boat. v,ould live to attaok ··or atte~pt to atta.ck·a Uni'te'd:

Statos dootroycr I two years ·la~~r·•

......

. "; •.....
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'1'he bulk of Lnf'o rma tLcn avci.Lab Le vo.t thin moment HaD tJ.5.

operational mesEae;oc.J·)uny of t he se Here contJ,'~~dictory.Furt.hel'moro,

thore wa~ .tho standard mushroom effect. gUC)l major command .'getting

a me ueage Hould par-aphr-ace it and nend it on, perhaps Hi th a. few·

comue nt s of there ovn , 'l'hcy in turn, Here que.e t i.cn i.ng the sources

for more information. ti'here \.;as no .Lack of reading rna t e r iaL, but

it was ;1.11 csoontially tho same, and there was Li t t Le nO"/inte lligenoe

in any of it.

'I'he immediate concern lW.O 'to determine t.ho aicnificance of tho

a.ttack. Did it prenage an intent by NOI"th Vietnam to'drop, all barriers,

and .ttack vhe never- and ltherever they mi{:,ht? lias it· OJ.. di ver aion for

a large acaLe move on the South'~ 11'11ere ue r-e a. myr i ad of posr~ibilitiea •
. ":

J!:ach po1.3sibili ty seemed to have a person or group to support it. 'l'hc one.

conclusion that seemed to gain the moat advocates today, ·Has that the

4l.tt~ck had been a rnif3tOLke. '1'he t he or-y Vlont "LlUtt :301Oe local commander had

overstepped his bounds, and had ordered t heva t t.aok unbeknovna t t e his

8uperiors. '1'hi8 was popu Lar- be.cau se it Hi.1.l) v.iohf'u I thinking, and it did

not require an in-depth background on Vietnam to unde r utand.• HokncHI now

that there ~as a mistake, of course, but the mistake was not the&ttack,

but only the timing of the attack. 'rhe attack i t ae Lf ;\'<18 intentional

and planned daya earlier in Ha.noi.

'l'he .men called to wor-k today \'IOrd not Vietnamese experts by and

Lar-gc , '.i'hey -we r-e for the moot car-t senior officials whc \ll~re r,cneral

d~ci3ion m...ker e , }lein~ that it Has ~~ heekr.md, t.he re \!u.s ccne i.de r-ab Le

disoru'"Clnlzatioll. 'l'ho cri e t e :i:1.:1 h~ln3 han.LLeI uy ·.nLcll 'Jt"ric'.H'G, and'

'\lhilc they l-:ere effective i,n'a "firo fighting" ae nne , they ue r e not

gear-ed to locating the moat knol:l~-eC1.ble expert to get intelli.gent

in-depth advi3~ on a relatively obGcure uubject Gubh ao t}~ North

VictnarncGcNavy. ...,01
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.A knoHlol.1e·c;'tule anu Iyut c ou Ld have t o ld th~m in ~ mi nu t e ,th.~t

this' attack HaG no IrdCita}~e. 'I'he P'l'u huel to he de p Loye d frOi(l t h e I r­

remote, Van Hoil. baue , all the Hay to Hon ":e. emu then out to Ha ddox,

No local com~ander could have ordered·that. It would ~ake·too lone and

l!ouId be known to many senior comw,md~Elchelonr.;, who could have pu t

(4 stop'to it, if t hey 50 de e i.i-e d , 'lro be sure, the mont knou Ledge ab Le,
Qll8l.1yet could not have knoun for certain at this time, Hhethcr this

I '

prcaaged continuing nctivi ty of thi E1 kind. He could have ind.i cat e d to

...... -thosc ccnce r-ne d , howeve r-, tht>l. t there Here ce r t c. in H~rnille s i gna La

tha.t almost Lnvaruab'Iy would provide an alert ill advance of <Jnother

attack. 'I'his l'lil:a not nece aear-Ll.y made clenr to the cOenizallt deciaion

maker s, Pr-ecaue Len dictated, and rightly :;Q, that £<,,,,neral I,'ilrninga

be issued to a,ll commanda in the Vietnam area , 'I'hLn "mEl ·perh<l.pathe

moat obvious and moet imporiantpost attack act that had to be

achi6'ved immodiately on this summer weekend day.

Aside fr-om mili tal'y ccns i de r-a t i ons , it 'vIas readily perceived

...

in all government ouar-te r-a , tha. t ther~ ,·;oro poli ti caI cons i der-a t i ona

aa woll •. Preoident Johnson 'vIall due to run for the Presidency in hie ovn

right for the first time, jUElt a few monthn from now. His opponent

ha.d alro'a.dy boen ee Le cued Senator and f~eservo ail' F'orce G~ncral

Barry Gold'tlQ.tel'. The bat t Le lines had a.Lr-eady begun to take uhape , '1'110

Senator loomed as a war hawk. President JehnEon, an an advoc.te of progressive

domestio pQlicy, \-laS ViO'tlCd as unteoted in the internationa.l sphe r-e ,

The ~ttack was obviously going.to be it cr-ucda I test. If he nhowe d

s~rcngth heT~, he was certain to attract many middle of the roadera,

wilo feared tha.t Sellator GoLdwa t e r- might be a H t t Le extreme.

" f.iany years have pauued and it iC":l di·ffi cult, 'd th a.1l1ho cmo t i.one

that havo been generated about Victn;;,.m, to recreate the naivete of th~

Amoric;;.n public in AllgUDt 1964. 'l'ne r e i.e r-e fe\'l Americans intha.t d61,y

.~ who could have correctly located Vietna.m on the map ; and fcu,er 0 till
. .,-.".,

who could give an intelligent. d i ccour ne on th~istor.Y of tho a r ....



\~ar in VietnalP, au 1'/e. knou it t odn..y, lJUa not an if,:::;ue. 'I'he ArnericCJu

public perceived onl.}ran insult t~ ,'the .hlljo~ica n flag. 'l'h i s Wiii.lj; a t Ll.L

an era which be gan \JithProoident KCllnedy't;· public \,:arning that the

United StO\.teL'\'/ould not be puahe d ·"Lround by any nation, large ormnal1.
I
i
I

'l'hepublic, in the ir ir.;norance of Vietnam, viewed t h i e attack
~ . . I

ora U.s. ship as an il:lolatod incident. '1'l1is \-laB a. violation of an

..... --icaue sacred to Americana through .cu t our h i e tor-y - freedom of the GC~.G.

In evory w~r fought by the United Dtntos, this had been an a c euc , Indeed

juut ninet~en yoarn after achieving our independancc from Dritian, we

"..ere again a.t \-tar \1i th freedom of the ue a s be ing the primary i enue ,

1~e Bchool children of the U.S. learn even today, that the War ofl812

\laa de e Lar-e d be caune th(l13ri iishwere raiding our ships and pr-e as i.ng
I' .

Geamon into the service of the crown , 'l'he ae aa -h~,vcbeen good to t he

Uni ted Statos through ·.out her hictory. As laic an the Second \iorld

Hal' , it uaDthel1e sea.u thn:t kept our mai n Land free from the car-nage

that occured in ~urope and Ac:d:a. Our sympathies in both the 110rld

~larB uez-e directed, eD,rly on. to the alliod aide, be cauce of \-/hat

waBviewed ~s the unprecidcntcd horror of Germanoubmarine w~rfare.

All Americans, landlocked orcouet' dwe Lle r s , learned theoo Le s ccns

in school and ::;;lW their of'f'e ct by living through a. l'lar fought in

the distance. 'l'heY\,/ore ccnd i tioned to appreciate this Ls sue , Publi.c

opinion would be the important ingredient ;.2'1 the President's ·deoision.

I
!

I
61.~

)1,'-

c:

'rhere, vrer-e many governm:;nt officials knoe l edgeab Ie about tho

truo statuB of Vietnam. We were in a desperate uituation even at

this early stnge. Wehud pledged to support the regime in the Sonth,

.. but .Olfter many recent coupe c , we \-lerc still ue ar-ch i ng' for e f'f'e ct i.ve
..

Leade r-ah Lp , 'l'he Horth Vi!':tn:".rnc:c Here intens~fying their invCl,oion

of the South, ~~"G they Gaw political Lnc t ab i Li ty prcva iL, A pr-o po ccd

ccngre nud ona.I resolution had a Lr-eady been dr-a I'Le d .J~ r e cuo nt Congress

authorize the President to take All mcunn ne ce cuary to protect South

Vietna.m and the U.:i. inteN'otu there. 'I'he pr-e lude jU(1't ifying t ne

I",
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r-c ne Iu t Lon ,w.!) Ho-t.h Vi.e t nam r ts .~n"ral in t er-ve n t ion in the ::louth and'

t he i r' auppIy Lng men xrnd e nu Lprne rrt for .the \Iar t.he r e i.n , It \J::LlJ recognized

uy the drafters thut ihis broad 1,;c1301wtiQnu,Gulu bo difficult to

"sell II on the hill. 'i hero wer o a numbe r- of il1fhlcncia 1 congr-e c e i onal

leadera, that could be counted upon to fi~lt it. ~hey would want

reams of proof andjuu-tification, and then they \'o'ould certainly ammcnd

th~rer:olution to provido only Linutcd and qualified suppor-t, Such Has the

political re~lity. Tho r~solution had not ~~t been proffered for the so

very r-ea sone , It vrou Ld }HLVe had little chance for SUCC(:SG. 'I'he attack

on l·Is.ddox \\aG Eleen as a pc-t.en t.La L b l eae i.ngvi n disguise by the backers

of intervention in Vietnam. '}'he reoolution Has redrafted. Out came'

th~ g.eneralities, and ill their place, \!ent the justification of

North Vietna.m'a a.ttack on a u.s. ship.

'l'hc other major chuffli ne on thio summer ::)unday, \Ta.s rounding

up contingency p.Lann , Long ago, it ml.D decreed that ';0 ~lould have

contingency plans for any con cc i, vab Le 6i t ue t i on, I'le wou Ld never be

'caught unprepared. ~Ie \'Iere not now, 'rher-e ',Jere pLan s , but on t h i o

we~'kend, there wer-e few planners available. 'i'he men llho had' been

recalled" rounded up pl.ans from appropriate f i.Le u and libraries;

and were pr-obabIy reading them for the. fil'f:it time. "hi ch \:Duldfi t 7

'l'heplano ranged from de c Lur i ng e full ocaLe var , to doing nothing

but remaining alert. iiading·thro\lgh all t he possibilities in be t ween

ll{lG a lone and tedious taok.

, ,
I, I
I

All of t he ne evolutions 'fore being condu c t cd at many Locat dona

and by many government of'f i c i.aLn both military and civilian. };ach'

had ita own ve n t e d an t e r-e n t i n the ultimato d.ec i.e i on that vou l d

incvi tably be Made. :5il1ce no. ;ne could ar("'tle kno\'ilec1ge:,l-lly ·.Ii th a

total command of the facts, each could offer u conv i n c i.ng cane for

their oun cause, \'lite t he r t ha t be for d o i Il{;' nothing or for il!lHle.diate

retaliation.
.... ;.,
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At all t he oe d i f'f'e r-en L COin :ullflr; ....nd Lo cct i onu , t.he r-o i.ere only

advf cor-s , 'rhe }>reoident i.ou Ld make the f'Lna I de c i rs i on , 'l'he Preoidoni
I ' . .

was a politician, an4 had been for his elltire life. The politiciadu

forte io the public COI1Gcnsu.G. It 'r.n: t h i c tlmt \.vnlc.t:~·-Ic:ullill(: the

coiu-cc ur C.e;t.ie.'l. It(; vcu l.d rot) q:i..• 'Publ ic oPinio;npolln, houeve r I .' are not

made Luuturrtane cuoIy t nor- a r e th~y mad c on numme r- :-Junday af'Le r-nc ons , 'l'he

Preaicle,lt HaB inclined to ~/ait, althounh it H·3.S r-evd i Ly apparent from
"'\ "'-.~ _....

the pr-eus. andraodorn public v i e ua , that definUi.tive retCll.io.tion liQuId

be acceptable, if not IIC1C(:lla~d by most of tile public. 'l'he primary

concerl\ for' thOGC that held back on their Gupport, \101.S the ~oviet

and Chinese r-eac t i.on , An:Hyois revealed that if the' r-e t u l i a t i cn

\/as d Lr-ected exclusively at Harth Vietn.uR, announced to be in r-e spcnee

to the P'l' attack, and kept to an ap pr-opr i a t e ucaLe , then the two
,.

major communist power-a \-Jould not r-ea e t \·6 -tIl other than their s t andard

verbaloffonsive , This could not b~ guar~nteed, but it \'laa certainly

sound reasoning.

Uotaliati~n s~emed t~a lrigical political .cxpedi~ncy, but •••

there \-lCl'e udv t uo r-n that urged caution. 'f'he facta ue r e not all in.

The attacl~rD had all been hit ~ccordin~ to the r~port3. ~aG that

not enoul~h? 'I'he impromptu Sunday ;'~ave \lay to 2. normal \-/orkday Monday.

J)iacucGionresumed ill carne st ,nO\-/ by t he full s t af'f'n , 'l'hio de la.~,T

was denying them an opportunity to r-e t a Laa't.e , Hetaliationt if ne Le cted ,

should have beorr d mme.d i a't e or r-e Lc.t i ve Iy so.

»,
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!'he civilian and mili t 'l.ry leaders of Horth Vict%lum \'lcre R1oeti,ng on.'

. J.1·ondal ~Lu~ruut tbi,rd~ tlot .1.11 of them had' been pr~vil')usly advirled that·
. -

the tuo P1's' hud returned \-Iitho1:l"t, thei~ tl~il'd. ccmpanf on t .a.nd:. ·~ha.t .tho

atta.ck had gone .off prematurely. In tode~yts dis,cu~[donllt' ~hey 'accepted

that tha rC:).80n they' had not been sucee enfuL \I,as be cause th"e attack had.

been conducted in lhWli-ght,. '~'hiD 'lack o-r BUCCC'DS .juBt· ~irmt~d- t-l~eir

opin.ion t,l1at their JJavy wa.s u'Bclc'R6 t b~t' ,this .lIaa not. the prirne con~er,n

today. 'Ihey were diamaye'd at the U.•5. (larna~e claim:;' tha.t 'UlC.Y kncu', .t.o

'be. untrue, and were trying ::t~ u!lderstand their.·.:::i.f:!':nificance.
,:.

...

",

f·

r.

I

I

C~rtainly'onD boat waD otill missing. but' their radar'net1iork had

asuured them that it "',,"s· otill a.float af,te'r'the CLctioil. They ,had. 'no-t

be~n abl•. to·follow it thcl&fter. bu,t they' in~isted that it had not
•

flunk at loast i·mll'~d.ia.tely• flo one ",a0 quite aura of ,.,hat to ma.ke ot

this •

.The· leQ.der~ ,~cre being ';lreoentcd llith 3\1l1lil'laries of nelliS otorics

from ~round' tbe ,~orld. both froln nOl':spaper and radio accounts. 'l'ho,
. .

cOMuluni"st l'aationo \oicre holding 'back, ~robably "jai ti:lf! :for iJ1Gtruc~i!J113.'

'J.'hc fow communist natIons th~1. .'had reported; to date. had me'ar17
. .

I·e·ported the ."racto or claimo. and had ~o coniIRcntal-y. 'f'he free 1forld. .

pre so· oommcntfJ ,,'ere not. favorable to this aot of ilgp,Tcnaion on

beh~l.r of Harth Vietnam. 'J'hesc Hortht!rn lead~r3 \-lore r;cru:dtive "t.o

i!o~ld publio opinion', DO ~he.y. 1'10re dist.reGs~d by 't.hio turn' of ··even·ts.
~ .

'J'hei had hoped that the pr-ens .uouLd champion their cause ;1.1. the
. ,

li L~le' nD.tion takin8 on the' gia.n.t "'/ho "~as the r~tl.l 3.~ltreD~or. 'l'hey

~ bl\~ taken this pllb~ic ntand. t hemne Ive a in e ar-Li e r n(:\1(; r-e Ieaae s , '

hoping they .,ould· cat~h' on. "1110; :l100 clailll~f:l.1.o haw' 'cestroycd' the

o.tt':"cking airc~'aft. 'l'hill waD 'P\~rc fictioll. ·tl\(.~y knev , e.n ....l~o. 1)1'0 had

not re'por'L~d 1.11'.iD, 1J1lt -thtly IIlarmf,LctUl'cnl it. to· couu'te r- tl~c u. ~.. clatnll3

.1'01' prop~g:.lnda. purpoDo G•.
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'rho 1"1' group at Va.n 110<1. .had g0!1e over the details -of the attack

ueain and ~\g-ol.in. llothing ne\i Deemed to be forthcoming. 'i'hehJo

Nlturnine boats had not seen tho. third boat lli't or Clunk. 'l'hey knew

he had morae n t a'r i, ly at o pped , but it d i d not ap oe ar- to be froni an

external injury. The shore commanders supported the deci~ion not

to r-e tur-n and render aid, as t.hey , too r-e cogn i ze d the pote n t i a l

danger i" this cour-se of action. 'l'he P'I' croup did not "liGh to .

foruard their final report urrt i I more could be Le ar-ne d of the third

boat. ;rhoy could not go Go-arch fOliit t hemne Ive e, Soarching \'Ias the

mission of their patrol craft units, but the Pfs were reluctant to

ask "for their supper t , 'Ihe 1-''1' group was very \-/orrL.d. No one had

thought to advice them th...t the r-adar- ne t vork had held their missing

comrade after the action. They were just hoping that it was otill
/'

alri~htt and juet loot.

'!'ho patrol craft crews, at ieast some of them, had known of the

,at tack. li'hey had not learned of it through the news ue r-v i ce , It WOlD

much too early for that. Domestic newa of this na t ur-eiwouLd not be
. .

distributed for some time. Instead, it had boen the one Swatow that

had prematurely dispatched tho Pi's that npre ad the' 'lord to hiB fellov,

, patrol craft sailors. 'l'he battlqhad t'ake n place out of their view, co

they ddd not knot' t.he ou t come , All they knew for ce r-t ad n HOLD that

they had not seen the F"i's again, but that wou Ld not have been unucuaL,

Nov they had been asked to be alert for a PT, and to aotually patrol

in an attempt to Loca t e one. ~~as thiscuriosi ty onbohalf of their

irrr-nedia.te Genial'S, or \I~UI some t h i ng :,.duallY h'rong? rI'hey. did not

aBk for c Lar Lf'Lcat i.cn , 'i'ha"t wou Ld have been out of place. 'I'hey

aear-ched as r-eque s t e d , and found nolhing.'i'hcy ae n s e d comething waa

,·:rong.

'l'he lone 1''1' wao nUll be ache d , It had 110 r ••d i o ·~or:'no.rm ... l broad­

caDt ohannels, 00 it lca.rll~d nothing about the attiil.ckfro;n thiil.t source.

'l'he men fo 1 t C::lfe uho r e the,i' i.e re, a l though a li t tle bit hunc;ry. 'l'hoy

'.
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continued to ue a r-ch for food, 'lmtotherui (JO, calmly va i t.e d for help

to a.rrive. '{'hey ebce r-ve d f'ar'mer n ofr ill 'the d i at an ce f but f'r-a terni zing

\-Iith these of another ol asu in North.Vietnam had never be en encour-aged;

The fa.rmera ircuLd not que s ti on the a ct i vi ty "Of the P'l' boat, if the men

thereon Here not in evident d Ln t r-e e s , they \/ould concider ita military
, I 'Tmanue ve.r , that they \101'e better off not ;;.sking que at i on s about. he, .

P'I' men. \l~uld not .conui.de r ap or ou cb i ng the t'armera for they .knev them

-to.··bcs ignorant. (i'hey e.xpe ctcd some a s c i.u t.nn oe from other naval units

or at least from some military organization that would arrive at any

moment. At one time, there had be-en a. OUet.;cotiol1 that they refl(lat.

the boat and head up the coast. 'l'hia had come at a 'time ,...hen the tide

was out, so ±t was not an immediate possibility. whon the tide was

high, the idea. wa.s apparently forgotten. They \-Iore cur-e that he Lp \-lall

enrouto. '!'hey would Hai t.

In reality, aside from the prefunctory S\latoHsonrch,there \-Jas

no major effort to Loca't.e the lost PT. It uas felt that it \'lould turn

up, it indeed it had nQt been sunk s No one could rC3.1ly unders t and

"/hy it Has still misGing. 'It \-tao perhaps at a port ,but because the

fac1; tha.t it wa.s missinG Hiil.G Lrrte n t Lona Lly Hot publi ci zed, ne one had

botherod to report ita uhere a.bouts •.

Tho Northern leaders were not really concerned with this; Thoy

were dismayed that the raiders had again beon active on the night of

3/4 August and that the object of their attack, H;z.ddoy., hO).d returned

to her patrol 'station, along uith a second d~utroyer. They had perhaps

unnerv~d the United States by making her more c<l.utious, but they

h=r-d obviously not succedcd in the ir ob je ct1 ve of r e ducf ng the r'J.ider

04ctivity. 'l'he pr-e us "fua reporting that the U.S. had r e newed r-e e l cve .

to stand up tel North Vio!tnilm.· '11\io Has d i at r-eae i ng,
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Maddox had indeed recumed hoI' patrol, and this time, in the comp;-.ny

of a oistar de at.r-oyer , the ·.U.~.s. 'l'urncr Joy. 'I'ho de o t r-oye r- division

cemmande r- had £l.100 requested that aircraft be co~tinually overhead •.

'l'his '~a3 cons i.der-ed . a little e xtr eme , 'I'hepatrol r a s ncheduLed , had

~~~_C?:t:'a.l ,...e e ka more to r-un , 'l'he aircr~ft roque st wcu l d have \o:orked a

gl'eat and unne ce naaz-y hardship on the a i r-cr afttcarr.i e r and the a.ircraft

crewn. A compromiuo aolution was worked out. It HaD viewed as complot~ly'

ade qua.te by all except per-haps }·Jaddox. 'l'he a i.r-craft ~"'Qul<i. be o'uready

aler'L aboar-d tho carrier. 'they could reach the destroyers in minutee,

if required to do BO.

'i'he authorities ,~Iho ha.d or-der-ed 1/1addo:.c to r-e cuoe her patrol,

kne,... that she was in no ne r i cua dange r , '1\10 de e t.r-oye r-c \Ii th a ccompanydng

air uupport were certainly more than a m~tch for any thing North

.'Vietnam oouLd choose to·nend.aeainst them. 'rhe de o t r-oyez- divi~ion

commander uuf'or t una t.e Ly ,"ULa not as confident a.s his superiors. It

must be remembered tha.t this commander had r-equeat e d t he cn.ncelati~n

ef the patrol because h¢ had been upset by intelligence mCGs~geB

even before it. had atar-ted , 'the attOl.ck by t he P'fs had only reinforced

his de ai r-e to terminate this at;r.ignment and ret back to mor-e familiar

dut Le s , It can readily be anpr-e c i a t e d t ha t ,he . wau none tooh:.\.ppy,

following the attack i to be ordered to againplaco lliu 'ghips in a

posi t ion to be attacked. Ho nO\'1 had extra support, and he would

operate further tosca, but this\,/;js no ereat comfort. Two day n ago,

the ne r-vouane na waD conf Lne d to a 1'0 \'1 knoHltldge01.ble officern, but

now it had Bpre~d to the remaininc officerG and crew as well. Aboard

Turner ,1oy ,thoy had riot been pe r conaLly et. t taci:ed , but they knew the

,,;;.Actai16 flf the 1-"11 attack ou H<.l.ddox. 'i'hey could. be tJ."acdhed u.o a little

more r-e Laxed , relative to I'l.~dtlox, but' uti'll t.he i r- no~~ouG Cl.nticipa.tion

ran high.
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JJuring day I it:hL hour-a , the destroyer ',e; EJCIlUO' of Holl lJeinc \,1-.0

, ilifinOltely greater than a.t niCht. 'l'r-ue , many of the rnerrwor-kf ng in

interior npace s could not nee the light of d~.Y", yot th:ey took cornf'er-t

in ,the f~ct that their topoide nhipmateo 60uld visuallT confirm or

discount any contact repol't,~d by electronic medii' at le~Gt t ho ae

that 1'lere withi.n a thrci.ltenine range , Alread'y on the fourth of Auguot

in broad dayii~ht. radar had reported distant con t u ct.u , 'l'hoy wero

'nClvcr viuually c onf'dr-me d, but they had not closed til~ dl~:;tN)y.H';"l

eithor. Could it be another prelude to attack? The reporta were

JUDt enough to keep the tenaiol1 ,,-1. itG peak. After all, the 2.ttac1:

on AUguDt ae cond had occur-e d in rni.d-day.

Wh;,r;t waD still upsetting tho destroyer" H·as the luck of an
~ .

explanation for the attack that they .h ad ,juot nur v i ve d , Ho ene }u~d

yet provided them or even attempted to provide them \-1i th an ana.lyatuo

of Why it held been carried out. '1'0 them, it lias abol t out of the

blue, and they did not }~ouif it uac a one time attack, or if it

'lHl.B to be a, nell end permancn t poli.cy of Horth Vietn4.l.m. Here they

g(i)ing to iLttO/..ck all U.S. shipGoff their coast each time they appec.red?

The tLnS,"1cr to thi S Question \laB of mor-e t han vacademi c interest to'

the destroyers on the line. 'l'hey could only gncuo at it t hemee Ivc e ,

and llithout any amplifyincr information, they naturally anuume d that

North Vietnam \.,.lS proparingto a t t a ck again~

Day faded into night.' 'L'ho b l ackne ~;r. seemed Ln t e nwi f'Led a a the

\'1e~ther also stm~d to lie t e r i or-at e , 'l'hene ucr-e ri pe condit.Lena fo·r

imaginationo to conceive the vor-s t , Spe cul,a t i on among the crew oven

extonde.d to the poor.ibili'ty that the Chinese miGht .ioinHith North

Vietnam in ~ Kore~R type conflict~ ~~is wo~ld add a whole new

d ime na i cn to tho t.hr-e a't , Under the e i r-cumut.ance o , it io completely
~?

unde r at.andabIe that the, state of ne r-vouune s s \;ould be..rui1hing,il'igh.

Predictably, it ",,,,9 not ion/(. after da r k thai. anothe r r.odar

contact waa reported - a group of hi{;h upe e d nur-I'ace ccnt ac t.u ,
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'1'he high npe c d decie;nution i nd i c...ted thv.t tho con't a c t s vro r-e na.vaI

and. most probably, they \:ore, P'l'o. 'l'he next con tact HctlJ of unidentified

~ircraft. Thin waD a new dicienEion. The thought of a combined.~ir

and ae a attack was roally un Dettling. 'rile ~ir con t a ot ~'''~·G Loc t ahor-t ly,

and the r-adar-men concentrated on the cur-f'acc contact c , 'llley bee-an

to prolifer... t e allover the screen. 'I'hey \wreb~ine t r acke d at ape ed a

of 30, 33, and 40 kno t u , but none \-Ieroboing hold conn i s t atrt Ly ,

~'hiB phe ncmc non , known ... s ra'dtJ.r'\:pooking," \-IOLO not new , It

occured in other ar-e a s of the \,orld, but ccnd i tiQnc here in the

Gulf particularly f'avor-e dvth.i n phenomenon espe cd a Ll.y at certain

times ofye~r and at certain timet) of day , !krly on summer ,nights,

Was ono of these particula.rly surcep t i ble times. ,In years to come,

much more \'lould berLear-ned abou t this "spooking" whi ch was caused
t'

bY' atmoGPheric conditions) but in 1964,· the radarmenof H~ddox were

getting their initiatio·n.

In corrective il.ction~ aftor thio incident, the Havy irllilledia.tely

'recognized that some actiqn needed to bett:.ken. 'riley set up a

training program to point out to ra.clarmen, tho Lnccnn i auancd e e

in these "spooks" ver-sua a bO)1ofide·co'ntaci;. '1'hey r-eeearche d

methode to improve 'their ra-d~r5 to 6ive opera:tors a mea-no of

technically checking the validi ty of a con t ac t \ii th their r(.dar Get.

It is very unlikely tha.t a "spook" \[ould confuse a Navy chip tod.,.y,

but in 1964. the experience level on Maddox, couplod with the high

tension of the moment, made it cOr.lplotoly undcrstandable that these

cerrtact s \-Jere being reported ·\·:i th'Jut oue.c t ien ,

rjlhe officers on "~addox could rCQ.lly have used a compl e t e
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\lndar~ta.nding of all in'telligtmce available on North Vietnam.' 'filia,

~"IIII" as explained earlier, H~tS not ponci.b Le ; ~till, they could have (
, ..

made botterulJo of the int.e-llif:ence th:J.t was C'.l:vailam.e"tGth~m.

'l'hey would certainly have f'ar-e d better iI' their "black box" office·r
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r seniorcnli :;ted pe r ao nne 1 v.er-e mor-e ex pe r-Lenccd , H,J,ioil. hadno

-ppr-e cf a.t.Lon for intelligence, nor did t hcy h...ve the a m t i a t i.ve

·0 r-e que e t add i tional Lnf'ez-ma t r on., i-Jith an :::.tti tude .like t lria, they

;olild not be helped. thoy Hero de n't i ne d to n t unlbLe blindly and

JnthinkinglY, until Lhey could get totally clear of the Bitu~tion

:cnd the area ,

I'

Unfortunate ly, not all t.he ava I LabLe intelligence \'10.0 corro ott

Intelligc'ncoiB, at bent , ...n e ot Ima.t e , A ~;ignificant. mist<i.lce attbis

time \,as the offici~ speed estimate for the l:htato\;' c La.aa gnnboat.

The boat had a hull that appeared to be exactly the aame UG the

ucode n hulled Soviet P-6 cLa s c torpedo bo ..'I.t. It \·1a 0· therefore prooumed·

that tht' Chinese had morelysubstituted guns for torpedoes on the

Dame hull.'.L'he speed \Jao t hun estimated tobcthc .aame as the P-6

i.e. 42 kno t e , It \-las subne cuen t Iy learned that the ~hliltoH, \-rhilo

an ident"ical hull form, uan actually con st.r-ucte d of s t.ee l , 'l'hespeed

estimato for the boat van t hun reduced appropriately to betl-:een24

and 28 knots. If this reviocd ootirnatc \lere available in 1964, it

would have been most significant • It uou Ld have venabIed the deat r-eye r e

to climinatepatl'ol craft from the lint of pc as i b Le corrtuc t n that

they wero plotting, ao all contacts had ape cd s in e xce e a of an;y. North

Vietnamese patrol cr~ftcapability. ThiG meant that the only possible

oandidateu tha.t uou Id fit the speed de ncr i pt i on wer e tho Pl'e.

One positive aad correct piece of intelligcnccthat was available

\Ias tha.t. concerning Nor-th Vietnam's 1"1' inventory. 11'1 the late fall of

1961, a. Soviet mer-chant uhi p 1:<iU obne r-ve d .ihd jlhotogrOl phed de livering

a~eck cargo o.f t.we Lve P-tl c.l auo P'I' boat n to Van iloa , 'l'11e boats had

nubae ouerrtLy been photogruph~d on many o c ca c i on s in Uor t h Vietnam.

'l'he r e lman·o que c t i on thatthel'e here in Augtlct 1964, t.ueLve and only

''''twolve P'l'o in theNorth Vietnamese tlavy. Ho more and no Le un , 'I'ho.. -.. ".
rada.r· and 10.ter nonar- r-epo rtc from J·ladt!ox i.c r-e .very confuning, but

it uou'Ld appear thl~t if they \-Jere to be be Li e ve d , at loaGt e Leve n
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}Xl's ,,'ould have to have bc e n invulved in thin activity of the fourth
• • • Co

of August. NOlol i.f Maddox had bc Li e ve.d the fV~md.ecrcporttl of the

ac t Lon on the se cond , they \-loul(L h ...ve to COlll~ to the concIurri en
.'

that only nino P'lls Here ava i.lab l e 'to be v.ttackine them today. This

loiould have given t hcm pause to cono i.de r their cont a c't o further, and

recognize aomc of thern au in·vali,~l.lfthe truth ue r-e known , in that

only one Uorth Vie1.numeoc boat had bc..n put out of action thut fire"\.

time, it o1.i11 nhou l d have c:iven the d o ot r-oye r-a c .•unc to recollgider

their contac t e • .c~leven prI'l) uou Ld have b\~\~n thi'cntirc l;ort~ Vic"tnameze

inventory. -It woul.d have vbeen un l i ke Iy that they 'I<!Quld Or could, jus·t.

from a meChanical ntundpoint, commit <.1.11 their boatf: in a single

attack•

.0:.
~nother intelli~ence indicator that chould have oet the deotroyuro to·

::hinking, \'10.:3 the groupineof the contac t s , 'l'he Nor-t h VictnamCl13C \lere

extremely ccnu i at.un t , 'L'hey never vur ied from the "book" or their paflt

performance. 'l'he,"book" indicated. that the Horth Vie~mlTne6e P'"r •
division consisted of three boats. (1l he P'l's moved by d i vision, and never

combined divisionG to form a larger group. 'rhus , allY radar contact

011 a: (,"I'VUp th;l.:1.. "las no t in 'thrt't~r.;, chvu l d have bec r, inl::cl.ijnt(:)y

A detailedJ,-llOliledr,-e of the 1--1' oper;'"A.tin~ pat t ez-n weu l d have cast

a e~l1eral euspr ea on wn 0l.11 the coutact a , 'I'he P'I's never operated at

npeedn leof> than maximum, except in LocaI ';ild.terlJ. ~uch was thoir

flamboy~nt utyle. This wo~la havo indiCiLted that contactn tracked

fr~1R 30 to /JO kno t s in the 'open sea. de ne r ve d c.l ose r- e cr-ut i ny , ~",ato\'la..
~cculd have been d i e coun t e d , if the proper int ;ll:i.e.enct:: c~tirn;\te

had beon ava i LabIe , but e ve n baued on the e r-r-one ouu I nf'or-ma t i cn I a:

kmlw1edc'C of opera Ling pat t e r na uouLd have revealed that 5\o1<ltcn·:n·

and I"l'£: did not\Jork together. 'l'he onl,Y cunt<'.ct· ta ..f~l~ ~"'<:l.3··a eroup

of three at a cpe e d of t15 or more kno t c, If J~..ato\'lu ue r-e bdng

tracke~, the de c t r-oye r-c nh ou Ld not h;LV~: be e.n over l y co nce r-ned , It
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\"ioultl not have been loCicO!.l to p'it the ~;lll<lller ;;),,'a1;ot/o -[l:..-:.inHt the five

inch guns of tho do c t r-oye r-u , 'l'ruo the do n t r-oyei- ocmrna.nde r mi[~ht a t Ll I

think ft a posnibility, but then he shou Ld have vhad enough faith in

his ohips' performance againr;t. such 'an i nt'e r i.er- force, that he could

calmly plot thesc contactB until th~y approached a firing ranee. Tho

oimple fact that the contacts ue r-e plottinlj so e.fr;.J,tically, nh ou Id have

in i teelf, ser ve d as a flag of cautLon to the uupe r-va e i ng offi ce r , and

cauaed them to order a deeper evuht.1,tion.--
An appr-e c i a't i en of thode nuance c of North Victn~rJeGe behavior

could not have been imparted by a pr-c-spa.tr-o I brief, .but vcu Ld

have to have been by \'Hl.Y of a knoliledt;en.b~e Lnn i de r' on board ship.

~Lo.ddox unfortunate.ly did not have such an individual on board. 'I'he r e

W>l.S ,houever. a shipboard ni tuition t.hat sh:luld have Gignalcd, caution
. ~ .

to J.1addox's officers. 'I'he Lr- r-adar- had been enffering frora var i ou s

malfunctions until very r-ecent Iy , It had just recently been declared

operational, but unexpLanabLy , '!'urner Joy's radar was not detecting

.the ce eue p i c icua contacts held by !·iaddox. 'l'his d i c cr-e pancy shonl.d

have obViously been Lnve e t i ga t ed , It uas being overlooked. It \1aS

obviously sound policy in this situation to err on the side of

cautden , 'rhe r-adar-men uer-e correct in reporting all ccn t ae t a , c.I'he

chip· (' officer~, houeve r , ohould have r e cogn i zed the :'i'tuation and

have augge s t e d cau t Lon, 'l'he radar r-epor t s wer-e not for the exclusive

U(IC of tho ship' 0 cormaande r , but thcy \-Iere bo i ng sent by various

systoms to other control spaces and the Turner Joy as well.

'I'he reports f'uc Le d the tense a tmo uphe r-e uhc n received at these

other ponf t i enn , Imagin3.tion U<:'.S acti.ve , ~on~r began reporting

totpede fIrings. Again this \'/ac·;l cane of ne r-ve c arid i ne xpe r i e nce ,

'l'ho JOan on the sonar lJaG tryingt or perhaps even uo r-e appr-cpr i.a.t e Iy ,

c .....&training t~ do hie part and izoue uarn i ng r-e por t s as. ear-Ly Cl.S

peasiblot He had been ei ve n ino re;conto doubt ,the aiithC1lti c i ty
or the r-adar- re per t e , 'l'he man on \"latch llo.G in a dar-k IJInall· room

,~, i

...

>........

" .



uilJ.O\lht~dly calculatinat.he procpectn for f>nrvival nhould the ship

bchi t bya torpedo. He van j-uGtifiedly cce.re d •. He \/ao ne u to the j~b.

The experienced s~narm~l llad volunt~~red to continue stnndine watch

in the lJUn director,a pO::Jition for.which he had been rneDitorioudly

citad in enrLi er- exer-c i ee s, 'l'he cOl:.~i zant officeru agroed, for a good
- .

gun controller in thiD aitU'ation was e naen t i a l , and sonar in thic

envf r-cnmerrt WI.£> of que atd enab Ie va:lue. No one\'/ClS concerned ~/i t.h a

flublllarino thrbat, and thdtt was the primary fu~ction of "' £lOna.r l/atch.

I),'bo.uonar operators on a destroyer 011'0 trained pril:l:l.d.ly in active

sonar t e chm eue e , 'l'his ia .the mode of operation similar torn.dar. A

pulDc (the familiar ping in motion picturos) io sent out, it strikes

a. target and returns anie cao , 'I'he sonar today lola-a not in the active

mode. II'he ship Has movincrtoC!lf.,st for c.c t i ve sonar 0 pe r a tLona , r.J.'he

transducer on the ship at this speed wouLd move out of' tho. 't/ay,

befere the eeho had a chance to return to it. Haddox '.s sonar wac

rn th~pasaive mode instead. 'l'h r n i~ the' mode normally employed by

submarines, 1'1110 HiGh to remain silent, ;,Lnd listen for the sounds of

0. surface contact. 'I'hene are many sounds thn. t can confuse a pa au i, v«

so~nr operatQr. He is much "more dependant up~n experience to prQperly

perform his job, than theactiv~ sonar- opcr-et.er-, ii'ish and rparirie life

can make sounds that maok the sounds of ~ ship, or in some instances,

thd:se marine biological no i ce S Hi 11 sound like a ahi.p t homae I ve e , A

prime criteria here too, is tho speed of one's own ohip. The water

noise pascing the hydr-cphcne <l.t high ape cdu , can render· the' sonar­

c&mpletely u~eles3. So jU8t no in. ~he~ctive ciode, a ship mUDt be operating

at a reasonably u10" .speed if i~ expects itG pasoive ~onar to be effective.
"

~ Maddox wao operating at high npe e d , No one \;a5 really concerned

ui th enhancing the Bonar performance. Spe<:d ,,:a8 their best <I.lly

against a PI1' .a t t a ck, AD a. r-eau Lt , the only ne i ne that could be heard

.,# by Bonar, Has a no i ne that lms very cLo se aboar-d , i .• c. omillaiing from-.., ."'" .

~1add.x he r-ne Lf , ConGt:l.nt no i ne s are not likely 'to conf'uue even the

novice. 'l'1ley can be eao'i 1y re CO ['"l'li :,:ed and fi 1 t e r-cd ou to An intermiLtent
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noice irl more t.r-oub Le uome , 'l'h i u 1H \!'r1;tt conr\t::e(ll,jaddoxt~~ GOI~,),rlllan

nOll. 'l'ho sound of )Ia.ddox t 1, r-udd e r- haz-d o ve i- dur iug a hi gh cpe e d turn,
" '. ,

Bounded to the acnar l'Hol.tchatanrler, IH~e a torpedo approt.tching. 'l'he ne

course change o , it ahcuLd he noted, ~...er-e prin'lal'ily due to a prevI eua,.
threat report()d by r-adar , 'l'he acnar-man had. h i n concorn for t cr-pe do e s

heavily on hiD mind,juD t us a turn vias executed. These s oundu ...,ore,
I

aocording to Navy prc cedur-e , taped: .1'01' Lat e r- reference. ~horec:.x:perta

kne vr immediatoly frol':'l Lhe nte<.tlning conditione reported by Haddox,
_.< ......,

that ~ho faint n6ioe of a tor~&do's Gcr~wa appro~chine could nevor

bo heard by 1.1ad'dox. 'rho t ape c, houever ,-:ere dutifully~.n~lYGcd after

the actt.n, and vaa au spe cbe d the onl,:! ne i ne r evcu Led Has that 1,'hicb.

ceuld be .t1ributed ioHadclox hcl'oelL

Theue were w~ll intentioned, but erroneous sonar report~. They'
~ ,

\-le.re significant in the e vent s to follQ\-:. tl'h~y' l1ere coupled \'/i th the

radar reports and thus intenaified the he lief that Nadrl.ox ,"as aga.in

under attack. 110\,. it Hao the turn of the men in the "l/lack box" to

_. lend their intelligence cerrt r Ibutd cn to this t.cnee si t ua t Lcn .. They

"/ere receiving material from t wo separate s our-ce.s , which they in turn

,:rer'e reporting 1.41 the division commander- It Conddering the 'tense

environment, it is quite possible or rather even probable, that

the source of the r-eport s 'Han being conf'u se d at times by t he ne men,

at times,by the division commander, and ,at times by both ..

#

..

'.-

SomG reports carne d i r-e c t Iy from North Vietnam te the on board

teiil.m, and otherfJ Here Bupport menuages provided by ohore comma.ndG

te M~ddox for her infor~ation and ~elf pro1.ecti~ti. 1~e share reports

\-lel'e originated in North Vie·tnam, butrcceivod ~..nd anaIyne d a.t

v~rious u. S. fuci li t i e s fr\)l~ AsiOi. to \Ja:Jhington, t hen 1 e cent to

Mkddox. 'l'he shor-e r-e por t n \'lere 'obViously dc Layed .. It \I;;I.S necessary

to ae nd t!I¢111, hOHever ,(or the sake. of cornp Ie t e ne aa , Many r-ea sonn

could have cauued the ship on s t.a'ti cn to have mi aned.. a va Iuab.Le
'''''

p i e ce fJf information. Ihi.plic;J. tion ;.;.~::: therefore rne v i t,d>le but

m

~ ..
r
w.:'
I
I

r
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of this na t ur-e are common place, hcwever , One thinG that can be

Gtated fer 'sure I if:l'that a L'I this inforrn.!.'tion \~as se n t to Haddox,

and tha.t because of the systcm,it was being received atvariOU9

different times. Indied, it all of it waa kept in an orderlyperspectiv~~

under the c i r cumo t ance a e x t.nn t en ~jaddox, that liQuId have been a,. '

accept.i b l e , 'l'he e.c tua I delay time var-i e d co n.i.i.de r-ub Ly , ~1'P.'."in for

a variety or r-eo ceuu , 'I'he delay could be a mat t e r- of' hours or' even

dayn. "!'hia de lay lillie \-1<lO the source' of con I'ua i en , tho e xac t t.ime of the

original information could be de t ez-nri.ned fol" allY me~(;aee, but given

tho,tenoo oituation aboard Ui4ddox, the fact thel.t the Uivinioi1 comlll;\nuer" V
waenot f'Lmiliar \-litil t h i n Lnte Lli gence .Lnf'or-ma t i cn., and the fact tha~

. JI iI . 'G .'4'

he could soc but not keep the mes aage a shoun 1:0 h im , could have (

ea.sily cauce d him to overlook the exact me.nr.a.ge time and cauue him

--~......t ...acume that most or the menr.a.eea being shcvn ioh.irn ,Here timely.

It is thus not at all inconceiv""ble that during the night of four

August, ·tl~at the team prer:ented the cwmrnander lJi thinforma'b,m that,

had rbe en anaooiat e d \-li th the actual 'attack en the ue cond , and that t.he

commander confuGcd this for tllreatening information th....t' \'las juot then

beine Bent byNort~ Vietnam. NaddoxJ i~ fact, could have been receiving

in'formationthat z-eLa t.e d to the raider i.lctivi ty of the pr-cv i oun eveniag,

the night of 3/4 Au&'Ust or even the raider ac t fvi ty at the end or
'July that had porcipitated all thece evento. The traffic concerning

the r-a Lde r-n Nas usually .verybellicosc and "Lhreatcnine. It could have

eaGily been misunderstood to apply to,the dentroyerE. It can not

be stat~d that t.he ce mistakes ~ctu3.11y o ccured , It is nG\l too long

'after the f ..ct, and it ceul d n4)t be proved by records alone. l'!istakoo

miracle.

l '.l'ho interpretation of the intelligence i tnelf wo,o a Lao a

difficulty. 'I'he inflolrlri~til)n .:ac c r i.gi na te d by lJo[,th ,Vietnam. It

\·utfJ not meant for the cenuump-t i.vn (If cu t s i d e r-a , i~e ccu l d ine t. very

\oIell auk them for 0. clal:'ific:~tion of ::n:t part not underst,?Qd. 'l'h e ae
.~ . ..",

/,

I'
f ..
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who r-end t he information IJvery d~·.y de vc l o p s: CCIII;e of. the "tfl/he"of

the illformi.l,tion ..wail~ble. 'l'ho ne tlmt uere bein& introduced to it 1'0'1'

the firl3t time, the l'\addox (.lffi.c~l'n' ~mct many seni c r U.~·;. 0fficia]o

anhcr-e , wer-e likely to get .an aJ.lot:$t:hcr d iI'f'e r-errt 'mca,ninrr from' nne

IilCDl::&LL;O. vli"(.hout an t\l)])reciation for vhe bo:l.ckp'OUlld,tbe nell reader..
has no choice but to liter~·I.11yinterpr~tthor:ordo he ne e n before

him. lJ.'llia can cause gr~J.Ve e r-r oro 'i n interprct.o..tiQn. Connide r the

report th;i.ta nhd p i s 1I1orJi." Loo t can mean - contact .i s )1G:l longer

held; the ch~'P in lost in that it can not .be f'cund ; .01' it is sunk.

Only the full mencr:ge u i t h identification <:f Gender .and receiver,

t aken to[,rether l'lith much add i t ionaI backf;'.round i.nf'cr-ma t i en , l'lill

reflect \·:hichof t he ce rneanincs app l Le evi n an ['i.v.cn r::lt.ua't.i on ,

ADid~ from Pllre oemantics, an~th~r ~rea for error io fOl'["ettine

one's oun NQ,vy pr-act ace , It if: cornmcn practice for N~vy radiiI'

,q:>era"toro' to track con t act.n and d.eoieml.teth~m if kncvm as "f'ri(;r.dly,"

and if' unknewn , as "hoe t i Le ," Indeed t he se are the approved tr<.&cking

terms th::J.t muut be uned in the r.n t e r-eo t of s tu ridar-d i za.tion. 'l'hc

operator, moreover, may give ve c t cr-a to "at t ack" t hcce ho:;-.tile

contacts. Tbese attack~ ar~, of course, only sinmlated. It is

obViously never Ln tende.d by the tra.ckinG Havy, that the tarf,-et

shoul~ ever Lear-n that he is being t.r-ackc d or- attacked, even in
an e xce r-s i ae l3i tnation. :lo'tr if the tr1rget knovc , but hUG no t been

advised tllat this io for pr-act i ce only, tho \-:ords of the tracking

operator do .ha\ro a par tLcu Iar Iy siniater cennc t at i cn , It if:; vi tually

certain that mi uunde r-s tr.nd i ngs of this natur-e o ccur-e d bath3.board
, .

N",addox: and....shore when c~n~i.derine r out Ine Horth Viotnameso t.r-acki ng

Jnfetrmation. 'l'he reader of the mec;;.ngc, \IQI.O bac i cc Lly tii.killf~ it out

~f context and failling to appreci~tB that the United States Navy

haa the flame routine.

~. .... ."'"
'I'ho net effect on thin nieht· of four August \'Ia~, that l·.adar,

ncnar' and the intollir::ence LC.i.:.1n wei-e i-c Lnf'o t-e i ng e o.ch oth~rs

. !
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erroneous reports. j·;::.t.ch taken neji[lr'uiely could have be cn d.i cpr-ove n ,

or r e ccgnt zed for their true/lleani~e, bu t to(';ethoJ't 11(,/ one 'l.hl;lll(;h1.

at tbe' time to question anj' one ncurce in .d.e p t h , 'l'hey \;ere be ing

rushed, and had ne t Ime or at least, they c'Jn.ceived that they did.

not have the time/1.0 stop and que uvi en each r cpor t • "l'hey Here geared

to take c.:.voiding o.ct Lon , to pe c i tively pr-e c lu.Ie the chuncc itha t they

~/ould be a.gain attacked. It llOl.S not appreciated that one eo ur-ce rt;j.~

piaying off the e t.he r , each en t.hus i a t i.ca Ll.y ne ak.i.ng to 'prove t he

. report ~f the other. No\! it rem... ined only for the f'ourt h and fina.l

pr90f - v i cuaI conf'd rmat t cn , 'l'hni waf:: net long in cowing. Just li.l;:e

the olectronic reports before them, the topside per£onn~l were

straining to make their con t r-Lbu ti.on , and to r-cport all cent eto

at the e ar-Li e s t passible moment.• 'l"hey overheard the r'e par t a from,

radOl.:: and sona.r, and they \lert:: being pr-ompt ed to be c cpe c i a.Ll.y

alert by the :::hipt s officers. (they kneu that thODe intelli{ronc& (

messages being sent up \"lero dioturhingto the division commander

and the captain. They wero convinced th~t u second attack was up~n

them.

'l'he eye is ni)·t infallible. It often playa tricij:s. 'l'he desert

mirage is a, Hell knewnrexampLe , 'l1)ore ~:erc no such dramatic oc cur-arice.s

tadaYt but the errore reported. ire r-e for the Garno r e ancn , The .~i£d

cont~ols the eye. 1be dosire to see something, can make the object

appear. In mid-ocea.n peacetime steaming none of the spur i oua

contacto. reported this ~vening~ould have. given a lookout R second

cause for thought. lie \>1(n11o. have never have reported thelf', but r-a t he r­

\·i<:l.i ted to determine if he rca·llyem: \lhat he tholl~hthe s aw , NOr/,

',~cauae of the imr.ienent threat, cvery t h.i ng H;;"S reported at en co
< 'l
'ii thout a ce cend e va Iua t i.on , Ii. d i rrt an t \lhitecap, ou't of ne que nce. .

wi til ane t her, becomes 0. bow \-tavef>f a PIJ.I. A f'Lauh of light cauued

by a. ubooting utar or a m.e ck of du o t on the obae r-ve r'a eyc , becomes.....
a. searchlight or ;.!. In.m flash. Onco tho ue e d is plantad..., t.he mi nd \1i 11

strain to back up tho conclucion, and even form tha image of nn on coming
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JJIj,'. '1'ho obsnrver in such an Lnc t auce "/ill be convinced of ..'hat

he . saul.. and in fact, HltOH other nour-co a apP~ilr t e nuppo r t him,

he will be oven more adernan.t in the correctness of his vioiQn.

'J'ne combination of t he ue reports appar-e nt Iy reinforcing cne

a.nothor, led the destroyer capt a.inc to the ccnc Iua i cn that they ..re r-e

under attack. ~Jaddox .bt'r.>"Jl1 to manue ve r- wildly to avoid torpedoes.

'l'urner Joy be gan te manuc ve r , primarily to avoid Haddox. 'I'han thel

opened fire. The contac·~s disappeared. Obviouuly the irony of this

was loot Ln the midst oC the flai 1. On 2 August t Illaddox llo7.d fired

in broad daylight on 3 PIl' boats for thirteen minutes, and .acer-ed by

her aCGount one hit. Now in tho dead of night iri poor weather, che

fired a brief volley at a distant group of contacta held 0nly 011
.-:. .

radar, and Dunk them all immediately. 'l'his \~as a rather impressive

gunnery improvement.

The .aircraft had been requeoted earlier. fIhey responded imHantly

- thin time. 'l'hey searcncd t~ the best of their ability,but t1:ll~of'only

contaots they held l'lere the tlJO destroyero. 'I'ney saw tho. gun f'Lanhe a

verycloarly. It seemed obvious that a full battle \-lao raging, but

against whom, .they could not b~.Gure. The gun. fire fed further reports.

~'he North Vietnameo~, far removed from the ccellO and·juBt off their

coaut , could ae e and hear the strange events at sea. 'i'hey naturally

reported their e bcer-va t i ons to hieher cemrnand.n , It may even have

appeared frem theGe repdrtc that the reporters were actually involved

in tho fr~y. HaddOX, r-ecciv i ng cu ch Lnf'or-mc t i.on , vrcu Ld uce it aa
.-

turthor evidence thattbey ue r-e under attack. ~horc ata t i onn vouId
1
pubGequentlyadd this to the confusing ba t t Le reports, and also

erroneoUGlyassume that it confirmed thoa.ttack information.

;-1

;

"(

Sf-a9' +r------=a:I:Iil..·,·,i

'l'he battle continued u i t h little time to pauue 'dl~ reflect.

J.1addox wao obv i ou s Ly f~etting the better of it. 'i'hcy had not been
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hit and they l ..e re ~:inking the c on t a c Ln wi t h appar-e n t euue , 'l'hc

"North Victname ae \I I'or-ceu , hOHC vel'. , kc pt cc..rnillC. ::>udclcnly, 1,1o.duox

had tho moot ae l Ld r-rrdar- contact of the night and it lW.S clone aboard.

'rhe order tm fire \-lan given. 110H the mostfQrtui tous event of· tho "

day Hau to occur. Haddox had paid for it in advance. H~d the eonurrnan
i

involved been ~t hin DOnal' ntation, it iu, probable that tbe erroneOUD
, , ' ,

~eport9 of torpedo firing would npt have been added to the 'evidence

that had \:Iorriedtho ship into thio gun fieht lti th phantoms. He,re, at his

.-gun'''''control station, he uaa to play even a. more importunt role. lie

re ruced to fire. He had loot track of the rl'urner Joy in the manuever i ng , '

and he reque's-Leul:lw.t ~:h~ lIt' (,)1'tlt:l'('(~ 1." Lur-r- (;/1 ].(;1' runnine lights.

'Ibis w..vs an auda cf.cua act by a llon-cQmminionedofficcr. 'I'he destroyers

\'1oro running darkened. If they nhowe d running lightEl, they \lould

just be betraying their position to the rrt tuckera , Hiorequetit wan
~ .

r-e f'uaed , and he 'tsasorderod agad n to fire. He persisted in his

request. lJ.'hia \'liUI approaching mutiny. li'rantically the division

commander comp l f e d , 'l'urnor Joy did as ordered, and right in I,laddox'o

gunsighta \101.0. thi s undcr-atandabIy uo I i d radar tart>-et. It \-las Turner

'Joy. Disaster had boen averted by this unusual a6t.

This great mi ehap nar-r-owf.y ravo Ldc d , seemed to 'take the spirit

from tho batt Ie., ']'bere> viaa an abrup t nubu i den ce of activity, as tho

evening r e t ur-ned to normal. 'I'he 'Uattle'olaEi over. There had been no

caeuaLt I e e aboard oi thor destroyer, and though the dc s t r cye rrne n would

. find it difficult to believe, .the r e wer-e no casua Lt i e s to Horth

Vietnam.
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'{'l1e fourth of iLu"l.."uut lias JUDt not NOJrth Vietno.mt.u dilY. It'trut,

tho night of .3/4 './\ue:uut had ,~i tnermed the return' of 'the rRidero.

Illhi"a was the. very OLct ·tha.t· 1;Jlcy had 30uc;ht to cUDtail by ·.tt;&.ckfng

).IAddox. 'I'hen,Madc.ox horael! \-lith·a. ce cond de e tz-cyer-, ,·,a.s ebaer-ved

to be r~s\lming i ·ts '9a:t.rol.. }t'im:~.llY, t hez-e uao tile bil.ttle in \lllich.

they If&re not inv~lvod, bu,t for whioh they 1'lould p.et :lh~ b Inme ,,

. ~

. -. -----'
~/,..~

. . ~
• • r_

'. .
.' ,

. j,

•

The' patrol ·cr::1.ft or,eani za.'Lion ,.me pe r hapu the rnQDt UPEict.· 'J'hey .

l"ccognizod ·that the raider' D return t-1ou1d' mean that they would'

ana-in be' a~~ignod to try to' enll'il'ge' them. 'riley 'had hoped 't.hat the

P.l' attack on the dectroyer would .have changed 'this.' It had not~

'l'heY:·could 11.15 ·Gce·the dectroyers \lho'mirc opel'atine off the ceaat ,
. '

'they were .,a.y too far ~t aea , but tbe,Y, knew' they had' re turned 'from,

1.he reporto' tha.t .they Here rC,ce'iving f1'9ri1 their·ra.dar net\'lork.

~'lie ~wa.towo idly patrol"ing off the coact were taken complcte,i,y

by ,Ii~rprise at the 'fh·.e",orku dioplay tha.t t;hcy could, see and hear.

O\1t ~t eea , 'l'hey knew it wa.a a major bat,tle. 'l'hey wer-e "t:;orncuhat,'

mifred that they had not been informed,' but th~t ·~,as a. rathe:r,

EJ,tandi:L~d.oversight., It ,.1a.S '0. f,Ood omen to theine '{'hey "tere ho~ing

that the Pi's wer.e ordered in for' Ol second attack. as thio might

givo'them a. repreav~. 'i'h~y \ol·er~ Domcuhat' jealous of. thi.G' comba.t

assig:ment •. and they b~tran' 'rcpol'tinc their obser-vat Ione to the~r
. . ,

~hore eo·tabliahment. I:1",::.rd).y, they lJer'! t'~li~ved .that· they were

pot the object of .t he ·den1.royc·r' s fire.' 'j'hey i/li~ht have eve~: ce Lor-e d

·.'their reports a. ,bit, DO that 't~ the c11011a1 obsc,rver ~t \lo\\ld' even
;;

Deem that the~ were QB~iG\i"g ill. this f,r removed conflict.

I

Amidst the vohl~1e of inforrnil.tion, received d\lrilll~ '~ni.o p:riocl,..., ...
. one metis ....sc is frequently ·cited by tJ.~. l\uirhoritics to vcriCj :lorth

t
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Vietnam'll invo 1ve ment , 1t'j')urporto to o t u t e that tHO North Vie t name ne

boats ue r-e 101.11. and t uo ll.~. a i r cr-af't i we r-e f~hot do un , 'l'he first cha Ll e nge

to the veraci ty of such a rne's::;a~~ is an- obvious one. HOl'l could t'/e

be Lieve the first haLf , l'lhen ue cat.c!!orically l~ne'tl the nc co nd h.alf

to be untrue. Aside frolll thifJ, the many ana.lytical <.:.ifficultieo

\olith this source come in to p Lay , '1'0 \\'h~Lt time Has thin mcnl>Cl.ce

aetua.lly at t r i bit ~ed'i' ~l!lut did "lout'· actually mean? North V.ietnam

did c l a un to shoot down a i r cr-c.ft on the ue cond of ~LU(;uot t but they

never made - such a claim on the I'ourLh , It won l d appear t ha.t th i s

could easily have been iA. lute IlICS13age,-t:lat co Lnc i den t Iy arrived in

tho midst of the flail on the fourth t and tli:l.O therefore rniGtakenly

believed to he applying to the current nitllation~

-..

t;_'l'hercuould appear- to be Leac ot r-e sc at var i.ous shore -stations

than aboard Haddox. 'l'hi~ it Hould. seem, uou l d e nab l,e the shor-e

command to p~y more attention-to detail, and it) correctly arrange

all message t ruf'f'Lc in· Itc proper chronological order. 'I'his

unfortunately io \i"iohful thinking. 'i'he shore commando ve r-e in

a" crisis situation 01.0 uell, and the Like Li.ho'cd of a mdatake lo1:l.S

unfortunately o.Imo s t an hic:h as on the threatened uh i p , Duty officer::!

'l'hie \'l~G not knoun defiately Ht the tim~ t but ohc r t Iy t.he r e af t er-

r
i
I
J

rt.a t.e e ,North Vietnam did not "lo ne" ·1.HO boats uci t he

and seniQr officials that normally did not read this "ra,," meGsage

traffic, vrer-e ccn ce rrt r a't Lng. on the very Li.m i t ed Ln te Ll i geuce

avaI la-ble, and searchi lle c;very me::woge for a nhr-e d of Cl.'vidence

to suppor-t. ~laddox's contention that the was unde r a.t tack. 'l'hey

did net h;l.ve a true understanding of the infotmation that they were

readina, for thoy did not have the ne ce s sar-y ba.ckgr-ound f'r-ame .of

:r;eference. 'l'hey tended to t ..eke each meGflaf.';C li t e r a l l.y , and be cauue
§ . •t f this unf'amiI iarity uith the' traffic in r.;eneral, i t,~~qui te e.HiY

-.
~to conoeivo that they would misr~ud a date and time on any particular

mcosage.
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"l~re not. 'l'here are a number of other possibilities, but ultimatoly

it io likely that l'le \o;i11 never kno\'J\-1hat the cauDcof "these mysterious

activities rea·lly wan ,

it uaD confirmed. I·ie obtaincd·<,.olllph· to ~iloto{r,l';tphic evidence Hi thin

dayo of t.he ·ret~liatory str-Lke , 'tihich 'pooi tively accounted for e very

boa.t iu the Horth Vietnarncoe Naval invcnt~ry.

Wha.t did intelligenco frora t he ae mesuage c r eaLl.y mean? Piecoby
" .

p i e ce , it was sub jcct .to/jros3 ~rl~oro inint.erpr~tn.tion. r1'aken togcthoy
the cempe t errt anitlyst could uue i t \~i th his· many e t.he r ncur oe e to arri \10_.

·.-Qt.-correct picture, but still many aupe cts \·;ould nc ve r- be ontirely

explained•.IntelliGence f'r om thin sour-ce has bo cn r e co i ve d , both

beforo andsi,noe, that and i cate e vex tena i ve cemba.t "CtiIMB have

taken plaoe,yet it can be proved that no such actions actually.

e ccured , 'f'his could r-epr-euerrt cormnun i.ca t Lona e xez-c i cc , true, but

not-ma11y therearo other illdic~tors th,';l,t enab Le the technical

analy'sts t. differentiate between exercise and aotu~l traffio.

Additionally, in thinpa.rticular insta.nce, Hith all the activity

underwa.y, it l'1ould have ·been a most un Li ke Iy time for Ner t h

Vietnam to be holding exercises. Anothor possibility Hould be th.at

Horth Viotnam could have been confused to th~ sume extent as

J.1a dd ox , and ~ctuilllybelievedthemselves under a t t ack , uhcn they

lJ'here ia a multitude elIf ·proofthat North Vietnam \;/15 not a.

participant ~n an attack on the 1.\"'0 de cvroyer a on the fourth of

Atiguot. In the finCl.l anCl.l.YDis~ the pr1's wer-o the only units capab Le

-I the attack o.s reported by the de13troyers. \'Ie knO'tl that ~t the

*me, there ue r-e eleven 1"1\3 O1.t Van Hoa, and one d iaab Ie d bQ~ton·

the cout~ern coaot. ~addox did, in fact, report more than eloven.

but that wouLd have been i.mpo~tlible given the speed r ..m ge .1.100

~ reported by l·laddox. NOH if all e Leve n PIl'a wer-e depl0x,e<!., thOl.t.\/ould

have been an unpr~cidentcd event. It io unlikely that all the boato

I
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The ending ("attack") noted in earlier proposed redaction
can't be found on this page.

• n
'.'oould have been ope r-a t r e na I at an.y one given U!II('l. If lh(l-y ue r c ,

three houre, and thon returned to their home

<'

then a. movement of thin r.lOArrni tude ucu l.d have I;loot ce r t n i.n Iy be en

reflected by, the very ne Li abLe Hortb Y·ie t name GO tracking network.

It "lao net. It chcul.d be noted thO!.t t.hio ~/Quld be no brief sor t e e ,

If the M'a doployed from VOLn BoO!. to. the n ce ne of the de st r-oy e r-,

eug.::l.god them for

. j'

port, th.iu would have taken them at lea-at Beven, hours. 'l'hiB weu Ld " ~!
have Lndeed be en a. truly ama.zing fe~t fQr this small JI'I.Vy, regartllec;H$'~ ~h" ... ;'

..'-T.if they had inflicted nn.y casuaLties on the enemy or not. Ccm3idering

the Nor:th Vietnamese Lead e r-uh i.p , it wcu l d have cer t a i n Iy have been

a feat that they would have taken pride in boasting about. 'l,hoY, mado

no such beaut , in fact they denied being at ae a at 'all. A rnultitudo

of reliablea.nd proven intelligence aeur ce s ue r-e available concerning

the North VietnZl.mesc prs. 'i'hey a.11 indicate that the P'l'a de.fi~tely'

were ,:not par t I cipants in any event on the fourth of AllB1.Urt.

lo'or the sake (If coerp'l e t.ene as , pe ac i b Lc involvement by the

. ,Sw~tgW8 must a Lae be cenaf de r-cd , "l'hcre ria3 no one f11'ot hand aeurce

.' tha.t could gi vo testimony here t but a.ll tho Lnf'er-mab i cn avzi.Lab Lc

proves ·their innocenco cencIuni.ve Iy , 'L'he first thought has to be

that it "lould just be illogica.l to' place SwatoHs in a ccnf'r-on t a t len

\Ji th destroyers. 'i'hey could not be expo cted to caune any reasonable

damage, yet they would be particularly vulnerable to· the deutroyer'a

firepcH/or, e ape c i.a.l ly at night. '1'110 next hurdle in cen s i.de r-i.ng the

S",ato\"o lIould be tha.t loi.uld"x \-IQuld have had to make gr03G, speed

errGrsto have the ~;ho/_to~w qualify a a the object t.heywer-e trcl.ckinG.

'l'hiB W'Ul not r-e cegni ze d at the tinle, of ccurse , because the officin.l

ijtclligence e s t i.ma t e had mioreprcsentedLhe ~",atC>l1 ape e d an jnuoh

_fighClr than actual. It is true that cpe e d er-r-or-cwr-e cormuen in

l.r~ckinH a. target by rOLlInr, but not in the In:l.gnitude that \lould

nave been required hero.
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l'J'he t c r-ped o r-e pcr t a by h:~ddox have h~c!l i(.Lrlly d iucr-c d it e d ,

so they need not be ccns i de i-e d here. 'l'hc fact that no ,tGrp:o:cl.oe 0 wer e

detected merely {,(Jens the co nn i de r-ati cn 'of :JltatoHFl a n o ppe so d t.

'PTs. but there Here other c ensri de r-a tionu. 'I'he' f'e a t Qf ;,l"llGcm\Jling

at lett-at e Leve n ibea't e en' more L, the ce.ue of' ~\1.dQHU :,9uld be

oonuiderHbly har-dor- to accomplish here thOln in the cace of P·l'~.

'rho ~hlatO\HJ \-IQuld have to lie ae aemb Led from "idel:{ se par-a t ed porta.

'1'he transit time for t hc ce 010\'101" uni to vou l.d be from three to

four hours from port to the ll"I.Ulo area; three hours in th(p.rca;

and three to fourhourn to r o. urn. 'l"hi u meant n t ot a I under-way time

of from nine to cloven hour-a; 'l'ho pr-ev i oua cliocu:3sions r e Ia t i ve to

the Plls are i,ertainent here. 'fIlis feut \las not reported by the

llorth Vietnamese tracking system. 'l'hi s .,;ould 1)0 all t he more rcmark­

abLe in the SwatO\1 en-no ,Bincd not 0111:1' Ha3 tlh1. t i me longer, but

sinca tho bo.vt a iwuld be arwoJilbling from 'flidely s~p~:')'Uted ports,
t;,

more stations .,ould be i)):v01ved trackil~ them end it is jUGt in-

conceivable that there IJhOU·19be no r-e f'Le c t Lon of the activi ty. Again,

as before if·thoy had ever achieved ouch a. fcat t they \lould have

.i been certain to boast of it .'I'he UwatoHs \<10 know r were all back at

tbe~r baoee co~emorningwhen the retaliation raido occured.

ConGidering their routine Naval performance, this wou l.d have been

near impossible if they-had been at aea for the entire night hefore.

'1'11e IIbattle ll of 4 Aucul3t took place some nixty miles off the

coaot of North Vietnam. '1'hiG very fact "'i.-ould have e t.r-uck terror

into th.e hearts of the. NorLhVictnr.mc5c aa i Lor-s , rl'hey never intended

to go that rar to fjea.'l'hc.y dcfinntc 1;,- had no pert in the cven t e of

.tha fburth, but they wore to be blamod~or thbm. They were yet to

aJpi.~ciate ,'i'lhat thocOnU(HJlwnceo of t h in ,"piHLI1tOll1u battlo trou Ld

~oan to Uorth Vietnam.

.'..~ ...

to

"•
~ ,



XIII

!(J:;'j'ALIN1'10H

NC\IQ of tho ae cond "attack" .cauehtU. 0. authori t i o s 'With as
'. .

much surpriue aD the first. It io importnntto concider :that~k'hen

analyDing the action of t he ee au thor-t t i os , they a i n cc r-e Iy be Li eved

that thcl11) 'had been an actual attack. 'l'hcy wor'o not pr i vi.leeed to

have all thc~nformation that isbl0,"Jn about it today. 'l'ruo, there

were indicato~a that should hav~ a~d did raise nome auspicionn, but

these decioion makers l:ore under time conut.r-ei.nt s, ,·:bi chwoul d not

allo,,, th.em the time for a lcimucl.y ·evaluation. II'hey had to act on

the basis of the information at hand •

. -:. They were Clore pr-e parod in many ,·myGfor this se cond attack.

The plans ~ad. all been r-ev i eved , All the retaliation options had

heen di8cuc~ed. Bach office had more or laesa feel for what

would ultimately be considered us an acce~tible couroe of action.

'1'he public opinioh poles ,·,crein, and they shoved that the public

uas ovcrl-lhelmingly behind an appropriate r aupon ne to avenge the

insult of an attack. 'l'irne had 'run out to make an appr opr-iatc

response to the firot attack. An untimely retaliation \oIould not

be an effective one. this accond incident extended the clock. A

retaiiation could aga i n be oons i.de.r-ed timely, and all the more

.appropriate after the insult of another attack. ']'h16 Ha.G guar-arrte ed

to \-lin over t ho se of the public that may utilI have been on the

edge of endorsing retaliation. It now appeared that Uortli Vietnam

,aa on a. conscientious pro(..Tum of attacking our ships in

jinternational watcrt, and that they werO not contollt With ono

.ibrir:f show of force. Above all, this "'HS politically the greatest

present thdt cou11havc been hnnued to .the Prcnidcnt. He could now

crf~ctivcly neutralize Senator GoldKutcT r 1y tukingrctaliation
~~~ ....

act i ou here. lIe "ould ehov the public who \"rCI~C in cuppo r-t of ouch

a move, tha.t he could be e.o nLrol1g and l'ccoluto 011 the iutcrnutional

I ,Ii

_.

.' I
!Jr
I

..
J.,



o
scene as he vaa known 1.0 be in domont ic af'f'n i r-u •.

86.

'l'he North Victnamecc Here appar-errt Iy boine: 100re conrs i dc i-u t e

this necond time around. 'l'hio ce cond ac t i on t uan by U.S. 'time,

takine pLaco on a Hockrla,yuuring normal ~lorking hours. 'l'ho firat

team \,as inplnce. 'l'hcy Here all pr-e par-o d vlith p lrrnu and recommendations,

which they were just'about to ohclvc bccauoc tho time hud run out

on the first round. 'l'heGo rncn , having just completed 0. de t a iIcd study

of the pla.no, and having comp Ic to d many seas i onu Hi til their oun

and other agen ci.e e , \'/Ore ready for action. they vcre , in fact f

mora ready than tho fJrcoident. He sau rthe political advantages,

~ut he wa~ not a man.for ouick actions iri areas that.werc ~ot

familiar to him. He still ha.d some influcncial advinors that 'Were

urging, him to be cautious. 'I'he Prenident accepted the analysis that
"

the ChinoseRnd the Soviets would not intorferci if ~he r~sponBo waD

limited. lie believ~d he could deliver an appropriate &nd li~itcd

r-e sponec , He ..rou Ld attack Hor:thVictnam·s Ha.val base a , but not all

,olthorn.

'l'he first base deleted from the tQ.rget list for the :;c;kc of

oaution, was Van Hoa. It Has conoidered too close to the Chinese

border. It would have been a relatively simple task for an aircraft

to unintentionally violate Chinese air space, in an attack. on this

northern most naval base.

'l'hc de Let I on of Vah Iloa is particularly Gigni fi cant of course.

It.wa.G the only base that hnrtiorcd the actua.l Horth Victnamcac

iLBb'coDoro - the PI's. It ..Tan the P'l'sc:tftcr all that had conducted

'1.~e a.ttack on tho second, and at this time, the U.::i. cut.ho r i t Lc a

also believed· that the 1"1'[; had bo cn the culprits on the fourth •

.,A quick glance at the Uor-th Viotname5c lIuval invcilio~,~ \:ould conf i r-m

that the P'l'o were certainly the only nh i pa that. pr-c ae n t od a threat

to the U.S. Navy. '1'he patrol craft could be conc i de i-cd nothing more

!
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thnn a nuasance value. 'I'ho cc facto vor-c \'tell Y-.J10lni at UVL"'XlY 1'luval

command 1eve 1.

Je'or some otr:I"eOrcM:on, -this .information HCJ.~ never comprehended

by 'Lho ccnd or- otfi ,cials. It HM; not onl,y la,yrnon ,but e xpcr-i en cod

Uavtll officera aa '<11311, that refcred to every boato as a PT. 'l'he 'rlide

di opa.r i tyin the capability of [1 fir vcr sua a::i\lo.t 0\1 -HC'.S not appreciated.

Indeed thi 0 tandancy to v i cu e.n boats as P'l'o Lact c d t hroughou t the

war. Public, r emar-kc by 110 Lo aao r a figure than ::Jccrctary /.le Il:~ma:rn,

,himcelf, au ..toll ae covornl Adrnira.lo, prove t hat t he se mcnnever

grasped the e:rro1' that "las' made in August of 1964.

lJ.'ho one appr opr-Lat.e tar~t w,as de Lc t e d from the s t r i xo list.• If

this ~ad been clear to the planners of this rct.~liation, thc:ri an

appropriate p Lan wouLd have be en very difficult t o como by. In the.ir

frame of reference , the deletion of Van Hoa ua.e insignificant. 'I'hcre

"Iere four other Naval bace c that e t i Ll, could be attacked. 'they e ach

had four or more patrol craft. ast<:Lre;ct:;, and thCGO \'Ieroin the minds

of the planners llynollymous \-Ii th the uni t c that had attacked our

destroyers.

'j'he retaliation plan HaB nou net. There vaa no more concern

about it. 1~e draft. resolution to be offered to Concreen ~hcreby

t.hc~r could appr-ove the Pr -s i dc n t i n I act ion, had a Lao been apur-opr-Lato Ly

changed and uan ready to uubrpit. they \~'a:1 for action was c Lca r , but

the Pres'idcnt' still do l ayc d , He uns h<::.untcd b.y onoqucGtion t-hat

no .one had yet boon ab l e to ancvor . l.h,Y \'ii:W Jlor t h Vietnam trckin6
-j

tbjD ac tLon? 'fhio Has not all tha.t pc r t.a.i ncn t to his de c i n i on , but

i 1.i still left him clir:ht1y uneacy ,

... l'ow when the p Lann and de cd m.onn ue r-e e cncrrt La l Ly <~r:rccd }!pont....
thore startod to Gurfc;t.ee some doubtn about thia.Qccond attack.

Und<lx:-otundablYJ the doubt lind. t o lac the r c po r t a t homnc Lvon , h.'rthcr,

•
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t hone mont cjunlii'iou. to p013r:0'SU the most ucr i olin uoub t n wer-e 10Hor·

lovel a~alycrtfJ";ho vou Ld have to makthoir op in i onn hcr~rd all tho

'rmy up' through their ch;~in of nuper a or-e , '1'11).0 'rIOUll~kO titne. 'l'he

di viRion commando r- aboard ~i:\.(l(lox had brought" t)l<~ 8ituat ion into

the opcn , when he had r-cpor-t od Llh;t he!. i.cc unccr-t u i n abou L his uar-Lic r

"reported torpedo firings. He did not wean to dml'edit the entire attack,

just the torpedo r-epor-t o , He sugge atcd a. thorough roC0t1nUi8s.UlCC in

daylight. 'Jhia vaa nota practicle solution.

A daylieht r e conna.iaonn ce uouId be unl ikely to prove anything. '1'11e

North Vietm~mCge boats wouLd have r-e tur-ne d to port. 'llhcrc uou Ld be

a. chanco , but only a small one, that \vrccka[,"(l wou Ld be co en adrift.

'l11at wou Ld be the only form of proof, if n,n.y .1.loreov<.lr, the delaY

woul~ again makQ any intentB..ed a.ctions untimely. If ncarch reuults

~/er~ awaited, then 'tile nece s sar-y dec i s i orr .n~ki\l$ meetings held, an

entire day \'fould he loot.

Haddox \'fao questioned extensively and i nde pe ndan tIy :I'rom all

'command levels. 'lIne division comuande r never backed vdown from hie

contention, that he had been at Lackcd , He admi tte d only that the

torpedo reporto Hero suspect. Indeed, it ~ould have heen almost

impossible for him to admit that after five hours of reporting,

all.hin reports were ~rone.Thio officer had just made the rank of

CaptaIn four months previouoly. iris n1rmal Dphcre of GuperiOrD

uaa a small and ri:Jlatively .junior one , HOll, he l;t:\.S the center of

Ln t er-ent for the entire U. S. gover-nment I and he Hac communicating

di~ectly \d th ne n i or J\dmirulci, the Joint Chiefs of Staff I and the
'J

fcrotary of DefenGe h i.mucLf , Could, he report - i';I1'1'1n~ AI"1'ACK

N;i;t.'VALUA'l'~lJ ilS tU::i·l'JLK.J~. IlO IWH'l'H Vll;'l'Jlj~H~:';;; IINOLV L::JJ. Ht':l...Ul~~'l·

YOU CAHCr;L ALL MY }1i1';:;SI~Gr;:j V'OJ{ ll'm; LAS'f 1"1V8HOUlW .:;)uch an

>tIP ackno\llcdecmcnt wou Ld have bl"!\111 mo s t un Lr ko Ly , 11,]' harl nt i r-r-od

ihc pot, now he would have to live with it. In fnct; Dr thi3 point,

a very tirod and ncrvouo d i v i m on commundor-, s t Ll I Iiono ut Iy believed
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o "that c Lctncnt a of hill r-cport e ....\Wl;C true, and tl1:1t he hart in"ilictl been

attacked..

'jlhe' shore ntnt Lcnn hnd. pr-ocuur-o of thi l) nature too. 'l'hc,}' had

aoce pted tho dcilJtroycr'o r-opor-t n and r ecommcndezl retaliation. 'l'lley

did not Hant to unconditionally admit that it HLtG ~tll a: mistake.

'l'hey vor-e i-call.., in no poaitionto pana ouch a harsh judccr:tent and

overrule thc man at ce a , 'l'hey did pot have ~11l the information that

the division commander had, but only h i a ne por ta , 'l'ho.i.r' view vae

there foro different. llo IJa.val offi ce r van t cd to be Have that anot hor­

officer, comnand i ng a.t fica, could fight a battle Hi t h phant oma for

ouch a duratLon , wi t.hou t reco[;t1izinG h i n cniatake , Ironically, the

very lenf~~ of the bat t l e made it sunp i c i ous , Conoidc:rine the !Jorth

Victn:lmenc J1a.valthreat and the small size of their bout.:.>, it

-strMhed the imagination that thcy could have kept the destroyers
':

under attack for n full three houro.

Thc shore' n t af'f'a could ';immediately r-e cogn i zo the torpedo reporto,

as impro'hable. There ucr-e also various a cpe.c t e of the "black box"

information that could be, perceived differently ashore than afloat.

In summa't i on , it all po i.n t'o d to something ami an in the entire episodo,

buttherOl'iaS certainly nothing concrete to c i thor conf'Lrrn or deny it.

The Ac.LmiN~ls wer-e getting upset • 'L'hey had not r-eacho d their ranks by

equivocation. 'l'ry as they mi.ght, houevo r-, theyco1l1d not catn firm

response from l'laddox. rl'hcy r o ce i vcd back only qua Li f'Ler a - "hiGhly

probcbIe j officer's of good ,:~li:_!.hiliiYj or torpedo firinGS suspect."

'l'he only firm' e t a t emont they cou Ld get vas that the commander utiLl

belioved that he Has attaclcd.
¥

.r
( !

'! i~ firm de c i s i on had to be made. j'!acldox could not appreciate-,
all that this LmpLaed, 'l'he vur-Loun comnandu \/01'e beinG pressed for
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'l'he Pronident vas satisfiod, but he Has not completely r e cdy to

act. He vanted to confer \'li th ~enator GoLdua.t.er-, Poli t i cn seemed to

still be more Lmpor-tan t than the bas i c issue. He had difficulty

contacting thel>enator J who was on his yac:':!.t. C;vcn'~ually:, Gold\'1ater

came 'ashore ana communication has ostabliohed. 'I'he President 80t

this one more important 'vote, and tho planes ue rc in the air even
;~\~'i~

as the President "rao announcing the retaliation on ua.t Lona.I television, ('~"

'juot at the end of'pri~c timo On the eantern seaboard.

/.

r.

..

information and r-ecommcnda t Lonc , 'l'he }Jl'c:.Ii,dcIlL \-I~Ul »o incd for action.

He waaadvis(~tl of UO{l)O of the d i s cr-epan c ie s , bu t he H30 uunur-e d that

the, basic f'.ct that there had been an n.tt.ack \<lna t r-uo , 'l'ime \-IUB now

becoming cnd t i cc l., 'l'he au thor-Lt i o u took thoir rrt and , It ,,'a·!)' just

inconceivable that aft.ar a.l1 'Lhir; 'build up, that J.lacldox had not been

a t t.e.cked at all. Porhapn thoy \lor1not attacked in the number-s r-epoe t ed ,

pc~hapo tho torpedo rcports'being'cloGo by Nerc orroncpuD, but cortainly

Horth Vietnam had been out ther6 to harRGs her in some form or another.

~hia waD certainly what ·they wuntcd to believe.

Sixty four planes \-lere to take part in the r-c taLiat.d on raids

.againatthc patrol craft baue n , Two D.il~craft wer-e lost. One pilo.t

\iaa killed and one was captured. North Vietnam lost a fc\',fUQl

storage tanks, two ::hlatOl'1S' ue.ro sunk and ae vez-a I o t hcr-s wcr'o :Jlight~y

damaged , One of :thc ~hHJ.tOHl3 that had been Bunk, wac subnecucnt l.y

raised only to be sunk agaIn a j..i 1..1.10 more than a year later. 'l'his

second sinking wc:.s to be ito last, as it wac under 1.0\'1 by another

Swato\f that uaa t ak i nr; it north for r-epa i r u , It HUB sunk tlli c time
4'

irfdeop \10.1.01'. It is difficult to oay who cot the better of it in
I· ..;t

theGe reprisal strikes. '1'110 damage to North Vietllalll "ltlZ entirely

itisignif'ic'ant, compared to their expo eur-c , 'rhe Uni ted Staten lost

..... th'O p Lano e , one pilot and one pilot thtLt would Dp011d nino and.n. half
. .".

yoa.rs incaptivi ty •.. 'l'hio could probably he de acr-Lbe d aa a atand off.

It itJ intereoting here to note t that for the firf·t time, lie actually had

two North Viotna.rJl~(le boa t n Los t andL\Jo U.:j. p l anen nhot d ovn , 'l'he exact

damage reported in the I'lor'lh Vietnamenc 1lI0GO;J.r;e th~t Hao c LaItae d by ,

o Q(,)lLo:;ociated \lith the phnnt om attack of 4 AuguuL.
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Not. GUI'prinin{.;ly, t.hc United :'jtlltcu c La i mo d victors.'l'lw Uar:l3E;c

'l'he Department of Defense Opcrat i onn l~valuation Group ua.s a

pr-oduct of l~r. 'Nc Namaz-a ' s manaeement scheme. It coned s t e d of

aJ)adamicill.uo who "iou1d atudy the effectiveness of the military

,. 1t var-Ious Levo 18. One such crnpl.oye e , asoigned to the l'aeifi c ~'leet
headquar-ter-e pae par-cd a paper on hO\~ much ammunition !,-lau required

to .a i nk a North Victnumcso P'I' boat. A paper \-JilB r-e qu i r ed from all

( ,

. ;

..

such employeos (luring their tour of clighLl.y over a...yc;:r at 'a

In this area, one man or one document can -be de ad I'y , not only

in the present, but in the future. In a government as larg"C! as ours,

there are many places that the blame could be placed. 'l'echnicall~·,

it would Geem to be a simple matter not to deceive oursclvcn, but

such is not the case. 'llhore muut have been hundreds, of areas \·)hero this

could happen; I know of' many, but I \-Jill ci to just one to illustrate

the diffi cu), ty in stopping it and 't/hatit can lead to.

r-epor t c that \ole pub l i shetl were Crci.l.i..ly in OXCC3G of the actual fac't.

tic liotcd tho du.rnC,).ge as o ccuring to the Horth Victn<LlIie(;(,l Pi'a, atill

chonf ng to ignore tho great d i ut i rrc'ti.on bo tve en tho tHO typcu of boat.,.
'l'hepublic could not have appr-e c i ated gunboa.t, but a PI' \-Jllf; a nh i.p

, ,

type known to all. '1'he damage r-epor t s were pub Ldahc d on the ba13is

of pilot ro~orts at the time o~ the Btrikc~. It/would have boen ni~e

tocol1cluuo that we had a. momen'tar-y lapse after the ton year-n that

-had-tran13pired since the Korean \'lUr I and tha.t He had jUf:tfol'got t e n to be

skeptical of t he ae ra.\,( damage claims. Such Har, not the cauo , \Ie

were de atLned to ropentthesc errors as tile ~(o.r\:ent on, even in

this day of photoghr-aph i c proof. He chowe d an unexplainable r:illinQ1esa

to ignore both tho facts and the past, and commenced to chart an '

unsuccessful strateg,y for bornbing North Vietnam. A ut.r-a t.e gy proven

inva'lid, in t\-JO \'lars llithin the life time of the men that \-lere

presently planning thio one.

-
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command out c i dc the li;tnhington ar-o a , '1'ho t.o p i c waD uc loctodhy tho

employee, and it jUGt held to be' couip.Icte d before he r-c tur-ned to

t~a.-shineton.'1·hit> par t.i cu Lur' young employee, as \-IaO typical from

his academic cnvirdn~ont, procrautinated until the lu~t minute to

compile hiD research. HiG nub je c t \'Jas a ccrnrncndab l.e , but inappropria..te

one. Not one Horth Vietnamese' Pl' had 'been sunk at the t Irne he aut hcr-od

thiB paper. lIe \-/as appropriately' c l.car-o d , lJO that he could have

verified thio fact "lith un . intelligence annlyct in ten se cond s if

he had chonen to ask. He c.l.id not. Pcr-hapc , he even kll(,n': the truth,

but at this late stagei t may have boen too late to change his,

uub je ct to a worth\/hi.le one t and co:npilo ~nough da t a to nuppor-t it.

'fhe report, as \"ritteR, tlaG very il:lprcGsivl3 in appcunancc , Data

from,: pilot reporto and after action ammun i tion expend i t ur-c s , \'H1.S'

placed on datU. processing equipment. 'l'he r o eu Lt arrt cornp i fa't Lcn chewed

precisely hOH much ordnnace \'lilS expended by type and n i 7,e, ve r sua

·Lhe d':..mo,&"C infH o ted, 'l'he d:.unaga of course, Has the rub. this h'aa

4arly in the ',-tar. At tho time, pilo·~s'JCre forbiddon to fire 011

any beat, unLe au it vas confirmed to be one from the Horth Vietnameoe

Navy. In the mean time, junks, sampans and a l.L variet;)'of "civilian"

boat s vere firing on the planes. Planes had been lost to 'rifle fire

:from 'thece boats. Under-utandub Iy t.h.i n provoked the pi lots, when

thGy were fired upon or saN their, budd i e a fired upon, they natura,lly

wanted to retaliate. 'J.'hey fired back, and in their after action

rcpor-t , tho ~areet tlCl.ll invariably a P'f. !~~v~n the pi l o t n minced the

distinotionbetHl::Cn S\"atoHs arid PI's. 'l'he l"r wan u known oommodd t y ,

t~~3 anythincr that floated wau lialJlc to be Lab Led au n. 1;;1'. In fact,

.. tile P'fs seldom left tho comfort of their homo baso , and if they did,
-. ~

you could be sur-e that the move Hould be, a.t night. 'l'his practice

\oms well knoun to the debriefing officeru,arid all the ehor-e

.... officialfJ that r-o.ce i vcd these 1"1' r-cpor t n , In uhor-c , .i,tj!as CONdoned

be cause it \-Ia£> knoun that tho pilota Here be ine; eho t at, and'

..

!,
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In, the retaliatory ctrikeo' of 1'ive AUgllDt'" there "'tH'" indBed, one

P'l' in,voived. 'l'llis was an acddent for 'both sideD. '1l ho boat ,...ae our

'lone otraegler, ~till beached on the eou t.her-n cOi1.Htlino. 'fhcy ..iere

surprised by. the w<lven of attacking aircl"tl.ft, .;uDt 113 much aa the

otner North VictnameGo snilori; at· the patrol craft bane a , 'l'hey \":Ol'e
, ~ ,

rilievod to .see that rn'oGt of the pLanc n ,..ere patining them, but
·r: , '

sUeldenly, and juot lUI ..nick as it ti,~keG t·o tell, thc,Y \'l0ro fJtraffeil

by a . lone air'craft that tlas apparently ,iuot returnine ,from n . run

.'" further north". ,'rile 1"1' 'Ins not hi.i" .but thio wao ,ccrini"nly Gut'1'icient
.'

m.otivation for the/ll to take Dome po.'oitive, action. IJ 'l1ey '1lad been out

.....~
";

,
'.'

•

therefore doserved n brenk from thE:, J.i <:1..L tea of Lh'J mor-e cfJhlfoJ'1.ablo

b\lrQ~UC1'atco in li'1.nhineton. ~t!~:hL (Jr' \I,;·.O/lC, 'j. 1. I/;'\.:'; )~)'!n "~Io.·/l'~lll~') ;.1I3t

Lbi:a' w:~t.I 1.110 ,~ay t.ho E~cunQ WRS, heing p1i:Lycd.

.0·

Tho recul tant' f.rtudy obviouDly "~aD' \o,orthlcso. 'l'he author Inuot. have

[tensed this,' for he nevor di3tributcd it 'd1.hin the li'leet Hen4CJuartel'o,

'whore it would have been immedi~tcly pr-ovon false 0' It' "aD brouGht ·,1.0

..J.!!-!: ,..!tt~ntion of the li'~eet, otarf '0 ;ye~r l:).te~, because '0. \iaGhington

Navy int.elligence cOlnr:land had JUDt recci. ved i t' L;.il(h,l·~.:ll.d ''Iri 1.1.CJl tJiat

it was ~n 'excollent study, the kind tho.t they \-lould 'like io rccei'vQ'

in the future. '1'hio fortuna.tely provided 6h opp.ortuni ty to a.dvise "

all t11e recipients',that tho"study w,aD completely .,:i1.hout merit, and tha.t'

,they Dhould, destroy all the,ir copies. 'i'n,ia iEI' ui Elhful: thinl:inB. It io
muoh' ;.ea.oior 1.0 Eltart GomethinG than to stop it. Chance·s are 1.·hat there

are several copieo of tho otndy still in eXistence" and tha:t a.t some

time in the future, they "lfll be uncovered and considered aa the',

bible fOl' Pl' warfaNl. 'l'hio could' obviou(~ly be Ci,3Cl.tJter.o,us, if 1'utur~

·plannero t/ere to rely on total'ly faloe "facto." 'I'hi 6" it lRuot be

remembered' was the t,or'le ~f '·on'o man. 'l'hcre "iere uncloubtedl;r many other

oimilnr instances thr'oughout this long war, that, may be lurking in

,the shadows to trap uo in tho future •.if tie are not extrc~olY' c~reful.
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of touch with the ou t n i dc wor-Ld , o i nce they had. ar-r rvcrl hc r-o on tho'

se cond , 'l'hcydid not know if' there count ny \'Iii:) in G1.~.::ne)'ul l"nr, or

not. They fl'Oc.ted the boat on the next.high tide, and hc:p..dod north

on their one "lorking eng i nc , 'l'hey r.ut into the f'Lr c t patrol craft

base up tho line. 'I'he personnel at tho l.HlGO \-;cro qui to cur-pr i ned

to see a. P'l', but r'o paLr-n Here c t.ar t od Lmucd i a te Iy , in up i t.o of the

damage to the repair baoc ituolf. 'It lICL8, after all, a nimp10 matter

..J~(>!,",,,tho more e xpe r-Lenccd chore e i de pcr-conne L, and tho P'I' vas able

to continue its journey almost il~mcdiatcly.

It ","lae indeed a ,;oyouc o cce.s i on , when the boa.t pulled Lnt o Van Hoa..

At laot all" tho boats 'WC1"e reunited, and af't er- all ,1~O eo r Lou a damage had

been done to any of them. 'J'hey wer-e junt nOh', ecttinc the rumors of

the U"S. air strikes on the patrol cr-af't bases. 'l'llie r-et ur-n i ng P'j./

could give thorn some first ha.nd informa.tion. None of them really

ltnow ";ha.t had caused the s t r-Lke s , 'l'he:r t hcor-Lzc d that ·it \oms a. result

of their attack on the second 9 They did not know of an attack or a

olaimed attack on' t he Tour t a , and they "Iere wondering \Illy they had

not bcona.tta.ckcd by tho U.S. planus at Van Hoa..'1.'he. potential

oomplications that the U.~. mirht violate China in this event, wera

far beyond the understanding of thece men. 'I'hey wer e happy here

tonight. The wor-s t seemed to be over, and they, as prJ's, llercnot

likely' to become involved agn.in an,y time soon. (l'1'1a1. is how they

felt. at any r-a t o , Indeed i.t Has true. It Hould not be for almost'

"b'WCf'J yea~i that the ncr-v i C02 of the I'llc woul.d <~gain bo r-couo s't.ed

for hOati 1e action. 'I'hen, as luck uou l.d have it, it wou l.d be the.
. Gaie divioion, the ::>£1010 three boat a , and \-lith one or t i.o cxce p t ion s ,

. tJie same men, that would u(1:uin be cent a.ga i nu't a U.;;>. destroyer.
. 1
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'l'be sbootine Has' over, but tho' comba t phase \-JctS jUGt the

preface to the ro~l Eligni,C'icnnce of t.hcse.vcvent n - the U.S.

Cone;re~sional Hcsolution. PreGi4cJ~t Johnson Hall C)., product of

Cong1'C3s. In these days, juut bef'orc he Has to 1'\1:', for e Ic ct i on

an Pl'euidcilt for the firnt time, he wan acutely a.w,re of. the

ne ccn.n ty for congr-e umona I nuppo r t , lle had been, connu I tins \/i th

hie former collu\,~efl, selected ones at l.oaat , right from the

,start of .the f'Lr s t at t a ck , He wan t ed their support. jie ,~as InOGt

encouraged that they had anuur-cd hila comp Le.te bi part i san support

to avenge t he ae affronts to Ameri candj.F;nity.

On the fifth of August, the on.rlic~t lloociblc moment after

the bomb i ng , tho resolution that had been cdr-af't cd by t he Administro.tion'

was oubmitted to th;e Armed l"orcefl and 1o'oroi(,'11 Belations COI:wlittees

for a joint hear i ng on a priority bazine 'I'he co.r.bi ne d commi t t e e hoard

from the Secreto·ries of ::>tate and Defense the fol1oHing day. 'l'heii'

teatimony and exami na'ti.on un.s brief, if not perfunctory. 'l'hcr-e was

overwhelming oupport for a cUic~approvalof the resolution. It

waD perceiv\!d by those' concerned, that this Congressional action

'-las being undertaken to chow the world tha.t the United. Stateo 'Was

ready to unan LmouoLy back the Pi-eni dentdal action that had already

been taken. Ii. \~.':I.G not i ntended that this be a license for future

'involvement in Vietnam, bnt ra't.hcr on Ly a \oIarl'ling to all nations

t~t ahou Ld they be f'oo L'iuh enough to tr,Y a e i nn Lar- net, the United

':Sfutca \oJonld endorse immediate r-et t.Li a t ion as in thin cas e , '~cn~tor
: '

I.lorao waa the only d.i s ce n t o r- in the voting. He \';untod further he ar-Lngn ,

but he knew that his co l l oaguc n and the American public woul.d not
.-

stand for su ch a delay. 110 did not prcns the ir,;f.ue. -.. '''-
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I
"

,-
t
;

..
{ .
I

'"'"



On' J\l.lCUCJt 'It :';clIator lJcl:lOlI, altllOurh icl)pr~ci.:).tin-g the nu.t i.onnI

mood for u\·lift action, a Ino r;oHcht t o lictl{.;c the r e co Lut i on by adding

an amenclmont roq~irine CongreGsional approval heforo {;r'ourid troope
- .

c9f11d be introduced into South Vietnam. lIceventuully tr.u· pcr nuuded

tp \'1i thdrnu hie amendment in the intcro:Jt of time. 'l'he resolution,

the ar-guemerrt ueu t f \!as ae t and ,had mot the approval of vitiually

all who needed to appr-ove it. It' could be paused as it \1aO wi th
;

only a brief ·floor debate. 'l'hc Prc:r;idcnt at this time wan in no

position to abuse the intent of .COHereS::; and expandvtno opcr-a t Lonn

in Vietnwr.. 'fh~ election nac pending, and he HouldlH~, as ahmya,
~. ..

politically. cautious. Fe.l;/ Oongi-e aomen ver-e looking to the future and'

beyond the present aape c t n of the oi tuat ion •. "lost member-a believed

therefore, that no' qualification waG ne ce acary ,

':'Tbe Culf of 'l'onkin Resolution paaned 88 to 2 in the ~eilU.te. The

ten absent Senators indicatine their- approval. Senatoro Horse and

Gruening vcr-e the t wo dincnters. 'l'he HOUG~ vote ",as unan Lmoun 416'

to o. ~'he President was backed on his r-c t c l i a t Lon action, and althoueh

Congress ha.d not int.ended it, he had been given authority to do

virtually a.nything hill dCD.ircd to stop nggrcs3ion in Viotnam.

It iodifficu1t· vo recreate the public Inoodin 1964, after all

·that has transpired nince, concerning our involvement in Vietriam.

..

In those days we wor-e .unbea t ab Le , I~C vor-e propared to otand tough
'....

in any situation originating from an e xt.er-na l threat. 'l'llo Kcnncdy r
I

opirit \-las .aU 11 with the public, and many in the Administration

1
I
i

I
I
j
1,

~ere still Kennedy men. The public did not }~ow a thine about
•

jietnam. 'l'hcy knew, or r-. •. t hur- believed, that thoU.:'>. Huvy had

'been <\tti\cked on two ne pur-ate nnd nucce sn i VO occn.s i.on s , 'fhia \IaO
;!

arnplo reasoll, they felt, to Duppport !lnd even demand a firm V.S.

responDO.
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If the publi C Here n,:'.iVc on thiG i::suo, "'hat abou t Cono'o/,;o7

l·'or the moat part, Gonf<70GS could be' put ii} the name c l aue , 'I'here

"/oro certain members of cour ce , \,shoGC job it wau to YJ10\(( ouch rth i.ngu

0.13 tho goingG on in Viotnam, and to advi.ae their f'e Ll.ow mctnbcr-a ,

These ~on possosGed tou~lly the Bame facts au did theAdministr~tion.

Ij'heir know l e dge HitS,. in r act , aiven them by the J\dl:linlf.1tration. 'l'lliE>

made them ina \'1(1.:1, priviiedgcd ini:3iders, and an nuch they t.cnde d to

back tho Adminictration'u ViCHS.

'. In 1:'eo.li ty at thin time, no ·one had any part LcuLar-Ly mean Lngf'u),

inoide information on the a t t.ack itGelf. 'l'he.r-e can really be no criticism

of til;, retalj.ation 01" the Con~eGsionn.l approval of tho r-et a Li a't Lon

from the facto k.nolln to the decision makcrn at the timc.in spite of

the general unstable politicG :in South Vietnam· and the ever Sro';ling

U.S. att~cipts to aosist them. There waG nothing particularly dovious

in this U.S.~triko on: the Hot·th. An a.t t ack on our shipES had. ccmpl e t e Iy

changed the picture. 'l'hia HalJ l'/ilIi'ul aggTession by North, Vietnam

.a.g-d.inot an ent i r e Ly U.S. tarBet. 'l'hoy muot have realized thut they

~tould be subject to r-epr-ocus ai.one f'r-otn ouch an incident.

Congress and the public vim'Jed the ltesolution an an approval of

the rotaliation action. 'rho.! had not U~ouGl:t b.:;,YOlld th3.t. The p\\blic

can not be blamed fvr .naivitee fDr· that, but perhaps CongreSf.l can.

rl'hoy were aeon to 'be come v i.c t i md zed by the Adminiotl'ation \1110 Hould

use this Rosolution as jt!-fltific.aii,on forincreaning our involvement

in ·Vietnam. Senators }·lorGllund Gruehing vrer-e not cLar-voyant on this

is?l3, hovever , lJ.'hey ve r e jU·lltfollowing their ONn h i c t crLc pa.t tern

~o,voting against outside involvemcn"tB •.
~

PaBGing any motion thro\1~h COn{~COfl can be v':!.'!'y diff'i cult. If

""'it wero. to be qualified by every man'a ViCHV, ii vcul d tn~:c mont hn
. '., .~ .

·of debate and r-eame of paper to produce. 'llhe Hcooluti.on in quc nt.Lon

wau uhor-t , broad and ccnerltl. It lIan do n ir-ab I e thai it. be pauucd
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C'
qli.ickly arid unauimouoly 01' Jloarly £;0, no I

Q
thn l t W vorId wou l d pr-o pe r l y

perceive that He \,/c1:',O ao.Lid l y behind the Pro~;ideT1t and ugainnt thiG

Lnuu lt , Congre:..;o rushed to pass the' H~r;olution and t r-uut e d the Pre e i do nt, •

'fhat ~r:uct, He 110\'1 knoll, w.an H1~nplaced.·rilr\lr:,Congre[ln vsau otill

not e Lfmi nated from decision making. YOuI' after year, they' votod f'undn to

support VLe t.nam pr-ogr-ams r-e que uted by the Adminir.trat i-on. nut they

had been trapped by a Prcglaent more okillful than they. If thoy had

dcniedtheac fundo after thcnati.on had c{)mmitted ito men to battle,

they would have been se ve r-ol y taken to task for lotting them dovn ,

and even for cauuing alone of life. '1'1'uc again t if they htld donied

the funda,' the Hcsolution' Houldhav.e had, no effect t but t he President

knew he had the upper hand and. ao he' made the comm i t merrt s t 'leaving

ConereGsno choice but to f'o Llow, '1'he lleuolution nov) v i ewe d in .this.

context vas a monumental o c cur-ance , Nuch of the trae'~dJ'i \-!~ collectively,.
refe:t' 'to as. Vietnam, can be dated from this Resolution •.

Dlame, th~nt ir it must be placed, would be in this misplaoed

~rufJt by Gongrcaa. It i6 an unfortunate ntate of affairs that th~

Nation'D President. could not be t~Btl'..:d. Cone;reGs can not :really

be held rosponsiblQ for thi~. If the President had honored tho spir~t.

as \'1e11 as tho letter ·of the iaw, Vie may not have developed thechasrn

between the lhecutive and J,cgislaiive branches thatexiGtotoday. 'l'lle

Watergate affair greatly ~lidcned this breach, and made Coneress all

the more suspicious, but the basic br-eak unque s t i onab Iy vo ccur-ed over

Vietnam. Congress today haG rcleGated much of their historic peroeativo

over OUI' many pr-e e s i ng dome st Lc Lsnuo s , to the back burner, \'lhilo they

are ..delving into intcrnatiollal·collcdrns on <1.11 nhprecidcntcct ccalo.

'llh~ a r-e pnosine: l('!giGlatioll f:cver!l restricting the options avad LabIc

tofthe 15xecutive branch .. Hc are in great danger of SUDGtituiillgtoo
. ~' .

many controls for pCl'hapG too feu. In the fast pace of international

arrairo,and the neccDznry pereeD to peruOn diplomacy ,hctwecn~~adG
-.."", .~ ....

of state, making dc c i sion e contingent upon the upprovaI of a body
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comll1"incd ot nome nrx hundred "lUll i vidult,l.u , ,Ill Hi'th var.yi l1g clCrreoB

or i'ntercEJt and knol':ledec,' itl nCI'~ 'n 'oforkablc ::;01ution.,l"urthf'J'lJIo1·ci,

like it or not, Riuch,intcrnational'ne-go'Lia1.iona depend heavily' on
. '

, -
8!,Cret' information. Other n'at'iono, bQ~h rrlcnu 'and foe, ·wou1d

,. ..
undoubtedly refuse :to deal with UB i~ they "Joicw th'at 'thelr ~iSCu'DSionlJ

, ,

would immenently fa,ll in the puhlio domo'J.i~. History haa proven tha.t

the nation' wi 1.11 tile beat intclHgcncc, har~" boen tho 'iinner.' No ~ation
. ...

cou.1d function in thin arena, if ,'the product 'of, their ,la,,?or "1Cn'C

to be exposed to a.ll six hundred, or uo members of a body such as 'our
'. ...,... "_. ..... .

Congress, not' 'to merrt Lon all theil' 'mu1ti'l;udc of staff members aa well.

It 16 evident, more ea.ch'dr.l.Y. that '-/0 are cripp1ina ourselves,

by theBe nev 'legiolntiva restr~dns. 'ihis is the legacy Or'tJ1e Gulf

of Tonl~in Hesolution • ."hitb,out it', the, war in, Vietnam' ',"ould not ]love

taken tha form, aa ue knP\-1 it today. S.omo'·~l1i!lg may IJJ.ve come "lip later'=.. . . ~

to have ta~~m,its place as an 'authority for the tza.r, but tha~ can only.

be oonjeoturo. \that' happened, hu.ppcna.c1. '1'he Hesolution ",as seized by

the Pl'e'[ddcnt, to, establioh the course' of, .the war. It has' since been
, , '

.repealed, bu.t the repeal iEl onl~r a slip of paper. 'I'he Heoolution lives
, .

on. not' only a.D a memory of 'a "ltI.r now hopelessly loot. but as an ,example'
.. . .

of the abuse of Presidential pO\'lor. ,an event. that COJl£''1'CB&: io, determined

shall' never 'happen again'., Only' time 'will tf:?ll the ultimate ccneo quence e

t'J1at were be~ on this rat~ful day in August 1964.
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It io not my intention herein to diGCUCU thG.nuJOcroua nOllrccs of

. intollip;cnco information that ue r-e ava i la·bld to me.'l'here are many

current books tht\.t d i ncuun U.S. intellicence ope r-at i onc , '1'he concIuc i onn

var~l cono i.dcr-ab l y , That i u to he as expo c t e d , s i.nce the i r authors runce

from honorably retired offi eel'S t o diG[,'Tunt led former cmp Loye e n ,

Concluc;ions aside t houeve r , the booka are cssentiully accurate in

their de scriptiona of i nt c 1lirscnce mo t.ho do and proceduros.1 t \'Jotild be

redundant to So into thel;,} agu.in here .;jufficc it to saJl: that. no

pcrtainent sour-ce "nio denied to me.

rl'hcDc routine intellifcnce sources provided. information on the

daily movemerrt e of the HorthVietnnmeGc HavYt their training exercises, .~
t

the reudincGs of their f'or-co n , and to nome extt:ni, l he inh·ln(;,",(,:llceH.n~

they po aae aae d on our forces. This information uan hlcredibly compLet e ,

It "'as cel'tainly adequat e fordny to day nsse:.Himent. 'l'here '·lere t"ro

nignificant ahor t.com.mnge , '1'he information was not alway.s t i meIy , lJ.~h~6-_··r- ..
i"

meant that thero waD se Ldora an oppportun I ty to var n a ship that an

attack ",as underuay , '.L'herc waa no \'lay to correct this de f'Lc i.cncy,

given. the ohort distances invdved in the Gulf. ·Another area tha.t could

seldQm be aOflllcred by conventional intelliBence sources Has the reaoon-

ing of the North Vietnamese leaders. Again, in t;H~ normal COUI'se of

eventu, information Ln this category i~ usually not available. In r e gard

to the attack of 2 Augu~tt \-/C \'icre luclder than could have been expected,. V
He had ampl e '\larnine.• If there .IaO any fault tit uuo on our e nd for

not un i ng th i a time to maxi.mum advantage. On the second i acue , it woul.d
•f several y e a r a be f'or-e .Ie vou Ld learn the true motives of the

Jictnameue Lcade ra , but thon in a mont un i que ci r cuma t an ce , ~le lIould

learn this and a weat deal more.

-·116 ."",
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On 1 July 1966, HOI'Lh Vi<: Lnamc nc 1-"1' Ilj vi n i on 3 "Jar; <l-l-;aill pu L on

the npo t , '1'11cy Here, 1'0)' the no cond t i.mc, ar::Jil.:ned to coriduc t an attack. .
on n U'.S. do nt.r-oye r-, and thin o1lelUW a c t uaLl.y s che du IcrI ana daylight

run. 'jlhe attack \IUS the result of another htLfitydecif.doll by the North

Vietnamese Leade r-u .'1't/O dl,l.yS prcv i ou s Iy , U. f3. a i rcrafthad a Hacked

fuelotoragectrcas in Hanoi, the very home of these leaders. '1'110 var

,,:as suddenly real. The Leade r-u demanded a r-c sponue to this affront.

Again, they obviously conEid~rcd the Navy as the most likely to effect

a. r api.d attack on a lJ.~. asset, bll't also thc;yobviO\\sly conn i de r-cd it

the most expe nd i b Le .of their 1l1ilitary r-e sourcc s ,

'l'he P;l'u never got Hithin r-ange of their target, the U.S.S. Coon t z ,

'l'hoy \-/ere sunk hy aircraft. 'l'hey Hcro not hit rld r-e c t Ly , Their paper thin

aluminium hulls, after five years of tropical corrosion and corrcc:tive'

maintainencc, easily parted from ncar mi s se s by the ail'craft bombs.

'l'4eboats sunk slotolly. In fact, the last one narik a Lono i de Coontz t

just before th.ey could put enough linea on it. One or even t\·lO Pil's

could have bee n captured had the dc at roycr- not been concer-ned that

the~r might be boobie trapped. Jl.s it \-taG t nineteen Harth Vietnamese

P'l' cr-eumen wer-e captured. 'l'his \'/0.0, the comp lo te crews of two boats.

'I'hethird boat had not e acape d , It \-laS Gunk, bu t had been able to

make ita Hay further dnchore, GO that its cr-eurnen \"e1'e rescued by

UOI'th Yietnarnese civilian boatmen.

'l'his ...las a. precident setting. event. 'rhc ne prisoners were taken

in internationa.l ~Jatoro,'aG a result of an ac t i on be twoun U.:;). a.l1,d

North Victnarnese f'or-co a , 'l'h in put t hem in a catcgo'ry altor;ether
~ '

cJJ'fferent than Bround prisoners cap t ur-e d in South Vietnarn. On land,

jgreernenta be tueen ~outh Vil9tnarn -and the United ~t<Ltea, a suur-cd that
-,
South Vietnam bad u final claim to all prisonero. In this case, the

prisonoro~(fxcluoive 1y in U. S.jul'i rrd i.c t ion, unLe un ue vchoue to..
docide o t he rvd se , 1'10 warrt e d to lnai.ntain. our juriadict'i<Y1l, for we

..
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scw an oPPrJrtulIi ty to c'Tch;ln(~e t}1t':Jl~ pric;'J!l(:l':; for U.~. '~tirlnell held

lJ,Y Hanoi. 'l'lIi:"> IJ·:W rn the ern, \:11':0 t~le'y \-ICro li13.kinl:~ token r-e Len ae n

of capturctl V.;:";. pe r-nonuel , It \';;:LG hope d thC'.-t ifllc' rcpatrint(;d their

1".1' aa i Loi-u, that they 1I0u.ld r-e.ci pr-ocat e \;ith an equal r-e Lec.ce of our

111(;11, or at the lCid::t , that they \'lOuld cont Iriue t hc ar token r-c Lea ne n

"lhieh uer-e usually groupr; o,f t hr-cc pr t ccnerc , IIi this r-eape cb , HO

\ICre to ,be disappointed. North Vietnam \·ni.o not anzi oun To'r the return

of their men. In fnct,they houtilely re~iDted our overtures m~ae

through neu t r a.I source:" for the r-e turn of their ae amen ,
.:'1\. .........,._•••",

ilC had no \'layof anticipi"tillg tl~i.s J.lorth Vietnamese r-eao t i on

at the utar-t , no \ole kc'ptthe Pl' prisoners entire ly Hi thin U. s.

custody to be sure that He Hould not jeprodize our juri6dictionul·

claim~ Another un i que vaupe ct in this' a i tuat i on Has that the Ha.VJ'

\-lllS t;he solo agency in charge. lJcpartment of lJcfeusc d i r-ect Ivc s

had aooigned the Army to be the primary age ncy r-oapo nn i ble for

pr Lucnez- handling and int<::rtOc:~tioll.Jl'hi:J \1<.LS logical on the grounds

that thcJ' wouLd be rmout; like lyto 'obtain the majority of pr i Boners

.in any extended combat si t uat Lon , 'l'he, dire otive vau not an absolute

right, but as is usuaL, .i t 'eave the 'oth'or sur-v i ce s an opportunity

to participa.te, under the overall Army d i r-ec t i.on , 'l'he J'lir I"orco

actively trained. to participato "rith the .~rmy, since it wan practicle

to aneume that there wou l d vbe a number of enemy airmen that \'1ould

fill), into U.~. hands in <J,. conventional \mr l.d t ua t i on , 'I'he Hav:!':J

participation uaa only through th~ lib.rine Cor-pn , 'l'he harine

si tuati.ol1 was obviously compavub Lc to the Jhmy's, and the Hav]

in itself vms obvi.ouu Ly rnu ch different, if one i gnor c a for the

mome n t ' ita air arm. ',ihen the Havy c Le c t e.d to remain -ou t of t h i n
k

Ijrrnrtl intt-rl'O{?;lltion ayc t cm, it did not abandon all it!) rights.

, ~lerc \-las a provi s l on that the aer-v i.ce that actually t(cuired

the pr i uouer a , could i nt e r-rogate t hem to obtain "tim'ely" t.act i ccL

' ..

.'

,i
I

. ..~ ''-

'l'hey want ed thin opportunity for cone i dcr-ao Le inform~~tion ot'.

informa.tion. '!'hie \-Ian the c Lau ce that \J<l.~ invoked in thin caue.•

\
?'

1
, ,-e'
I
I



pur-t Lcu Larvva Iuc to t he i~avy lla:J cx pc cted

.t1.
.::»

t o t,C avn iLab Lc , 'I'Ii i n

)(ij •

L

~Ia.a the ty~o of Lnt'or-ma t.fon that woul d not be f,uniliar t o the

.other verviccc t and vas nu ch cou lei pr-cbab Iy only he eained in ito

entil'cty ~:r an e xpez-Lence d lIavy team.' :hle IJa"y had no su ch team

ready to go, undvpar-t.Lcu l'ar-Ly , t hey had no trained interrogatora.

'llhoy required as s i atance in this regard from the Army and l-/arine

Corpo. 'l'he ae t~':o orr:anizatiol1G gTntiounly· r-e s pond od by sending
,

thcir bcst perobnnel. They were·to Gerve under the direction of the

llavy, \."hich actually ri i r-e c t od the: qlcntionine. 'l'hc int(l)'l'of,tltion

\-JClD undc rway ,

'l'he fiI'ct misconception th<ii must be cor-r-e c t e d in rceard to

these prisotierst and the information they ,provid~d, is tli~t th~i

wer-e ,like II s t o o l pigeon!;" i.ll the U. S. domestic criminal ucene •

.This':'analogy waD made by aU. S. ::ienator in the 1968 ~enate comllli t t e e

h~aringson the Gulf of 'I'cnkfn , Such a mi atake may be. e xcuuab l.e Ln

a laymen, but it ahows in 0. :3enator , that he did, not bother to

proporly research Lhe sub j e ct he 1JUS char-ged ld ill investi(S~ting.

He did not have a basic understanding of the co~nunist military

practices und procedures.

The cooperation of these North Victrt~n~ze ~eamcn was, indeed~

the antith~ois of that we would expect from similarl~ inoaicorated

U.S. militaryperuonnel. '1ti~is, howeve~t an invalid compariBon~

I'le trained our men in the "Code of Conduct" for a speci ri c r-eunou ,

~e recognized in the, ::>econd .'Jorld ,inr, and more 60 in Kor-ea., that

our men needed of'fici a I cuid:~nce in the face of the t hr-c a t of torture

,.."!f i.hc i r- 'captors. i::ven the least lr.,no,:lcggcal.Jleof our men I 1-10 be Lieved ,

-'. ·ttad a wealt'll of kno"Jlcd[~ t ha l wou Ld be of value to the onerny , In our
, .1

'open ao e i e ty , it io oue at t onab l e , exactly hOH much t he ae men wou l d

know that llEiS notalre....dy ava i Lab Le to the efficient conunun i e t

intollieence no hl01'k, bu t cor t a i n Ly they could r-endc r a ue r-v i ce.... -..
by confirming the iJlfol'lO~ltion t ha t the cornrnun i rrt ne r v i ce e lw,dalready
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obt a i ne d , j'''jOt;~' importantl.}·, 'tie, \:cre uc ar-ch i I1l'. for a G Landal'(l of

conduct t ha t could lJencccptou. by ,~q in the 1I.~. miLa t ary and

help auppor t them in the hout Ll e and uncertain e nv i ronmcn t, of

captivity 'by the e nemy , \Ie we r-e not par'ticu-larly wor-r i.e d thai our me n ..

\'/oulll ernbr-ane the conunun i st ph i Louophy and elect to defect to the

cornmuni Ht n i de , ll.e experienced only a. hundf'u I of nu ch defections

in KCH'oa~ 'l'hey uere di a t.ur-bc d ncn , 1II0st of uhom subuc ouent Iy
I .

r-ecue a ted t o be returned to the United jtatcs. ;~c thus had rio

program of' educa.t i on npe c i.f i caLl.y directed aeaillf::t oe f'e c tLon Yn

captivity, but rather, we educated eur- men in the: Code of GOl1duct

inst'ead.

'I'he co.mnun i s t n ue r-e confronted \/i 1.11 an te n 1.ire ly different

dilemma. ~hey had witnecscd mass defections or attempted defections

both': in the Second iiorld ~\ar and in Kor-e a , 'they were uor-r i e d and

r~ghtfully so, that their men wou Ld refudc repatriation once they

e xpenf.cnced the (IC3iern \lay of life I even if tlw,texpcricl1co was

entire ly\Ji thin a. pr i saner of HUl' cnrnp , ~ui,te unde r-s t andab Iy , t hey

initiated a trai ning pror.TamexcluBive ly dcvoted to teachJ.ng t he ir

men not to become e ndoo t r-Lnat.ed vr i t h the Cr':'l)itolintic\IC\Y of life.

'l'hcy wer e not concerned thai the ir eo Ldi.c r-u \-[ould gi vc aHay much

Lnf'or-mat Lon of mili t,lry value. 'l'heir men ue r-e not privey to any

information of ~eat fJignifi.cancc I 01' so their r-o ..~coning uerrt , It

wan the foot sold~cr that waG mo~t liable to be captuied, and he would

know only a Lim i ted amount of information on his oun un i t , In any

everrt , they \veighed the t vo u Lt er-nu t i.ve c ~~ncl'tletcrmil1ed that it Hao

mor-e important to pr-e ve n t def'c c t f onn th:m t o l~lli\(;"::ll ,i,iLf:)!',·"I.;; i')il.

J
, Our e xpe r-Len ce \-lith t he PI' pr-Lcone r-e confirmed thi1.l aun Iy s ia ,

'l'hfJ cnlillted, men I ini tiall.y coo per-e t i vc, "..ould no lonGer talk
..,

once "poLi t i ca), \I topics had ue e n itllrouu'ced. 'l'he i.r- d'e.I'Ln i t i on- of this t.aboo urea. uun quite broad, and difficult to""1fT'olate •.

It could en compann a n i mp Le nues tLcn lH1Ch an "uhat ulo you think

,
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of life in North Vietnam'i"j or itrni{'ht not be ev i de n cc d until t hey :

were auke d ~ more blatant "uou l dn ' t ,)fOt'\. coni.:itl.crli vinr ill tho democratic

South, as oppoue d to your re g ime up NOl'th7" ii'he of'I'Lcei-n uou.l d r emoan

cooperative after such qllCHltiOninc, and they 'i-!onld e ve n poli i.e ly

r-e npond to tho que nt Lon , but t hey made it plainly obv i oua tho.t they

pcrferretl to change the £Jubject.·
, ;

'J.'he fact that these P'I' pr i uoner-s pr-ov i de d us so much information

is uot Burprisine ~hen conaidercd in the context ·of thi~ cnVironm~ntal

background. 11'hi8 in the standard ami the onLy e t andar-d tha.t \-10 ohould

judge themliy. 'l'hey Here Vi6tnamelie, FJO must be compared t.o Viotn~J"Jl~SOt

and not Amoric~nG. 1heir cooporation was not ~ntirely unconditional.

'l'hey at firat tried to conf'ucc UJ3 by givitlefalee name a and r anks ,

rl'bjy wer-e quickly von over by excellent-treatment. \ie made a. e pe c i a I

.~~ifort .to obtain foodtlwt\olas f~rni li ar' to t.hem , 'lhey were \lcll fed,

given modical attontion, c l oth i ng and a place to n Lce p , 'J'hey wer-e not

confined in ajnil, but rather they occupied officer's stnterooms

...... aboard a. U.~. Navy ulri p , 'l'h i n \·;ao oute ns i bIy better n,ual'tN'U ~~HLn
""~- -'fill

the U.:'>. enlint e d cr-eu , 'flhey ue r e c:iven e xt r-an that thCJr wer-e totally

unaccnnt.eme d to - ice cre e m, candy and c i gar-et t c u , 'i'h i r: \,'ao in eLar-l;

i.
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contrast to their nor-ma.I u ty Lc of liftl, i.h icl:' con n i n t e d of J'ationed

food and ulecpinR on tho open deck of' the J"I' e xpo se d to the eLemcn t e ,

Asido from t.he ae luxuries, tho 1Il0:>t Lmpor t ant "cond i t ion" .to iflfJUrO

ihe"ir coopcr-at I cn , \1<lO our (J.Gr(~errrent that Hoy/ould not turn tliem over

1.0 the ~outh Vietn<'>.IIlCGO. 'l'hoy Here exce p tLona Ll.y afraid of 'their

Southern oouc inc, At one roint,nn officer pr i.ncne r H<tS being interrogated

. when he ,sa.,rJ through the open curtain, wha t, he be Li e vc d to be a

VietnameBe. It "Iar:: acme time befor'e the interrogator dete r-mined the

00.U80 of the officer's obv i ous Iy chnn{'l'(ld attitude. He had actually

obaevcd a 1"ilipillO e t eward , lie anuetnb Icd se vo r-a I c;1:el!lJ.,rdc i:1 their

U.S. uniformq. Thoy nhOlledthe officer their identification carde,

and even pho t cgr-aph s of t hemac Lve e \'lith wi vca and cwe e thcar-t e in

native Philippine cos tumc , '1'ho offi car e.ventua.lly a cknov l.edgc d \'ihat

we lwre oa.y'ing,but I am not totally-convinced thai he believes it

toda,{.Ho remained cooperatiVO, but not nearly as much as he had been

pr.ior. to this incident. A oirllilar incident occured dur i ng a visit

~y thCt~:l.lterna.t.ion~l Hod ,Cro~o ~ '~'hCYhad "?"ce d "" to ~n(:lud.e .

South \lctnameoe l~ theIr vIsIt1ng delegatIon. but 10 splte of thls

thoy did. ~hen the prisoners viewed the, Victn~ne8e repreGcntntive

they became quite hout t le ," \':i th much of their ruth cerrter-ed upon

us for a broken promise. 'l'hey believed that this ua s just a pre Lude

to being turned over to the, ~outh Vietnarneoe.military. 'rho Hed

CrosB ~a8 nO stature in Horth Vietnam, so it was impossible to

explain thiD to the prisonerc, let alone trying to convince thorn

that these peopl~ uere junt checking On their welfare.

.. 'l'he daily an sur-anccn that they Hould not be turnod over to

tJIC $outh Vietnamese plus 'tho Luxur-i uuu Li v i ng cond i t i onu , kept
,.~

'~-'he pr-Lnouer c content and anx i oun to cooperate y/i th un , In tho

beginning of the intcrro{:r:a t i on , thel'ellvpcared. to be uOnJc' very nunp i c­

ious information b~illg provided.J~t that point, lie ant i c ipat e d thi(l.

any immeuiately act out to determine ito caune. 1~e fault waD. ooon
·,tII -.,
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~',
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e vl dent , It "'<IU HoL \lith 1.11" pr i eonero , hut Ilith lUI. Our intc!"r'oCl1t,O)'~'

did' nO'L, have tho ne ce nnar-y llaval, vo'cabu Iur-y , Vanni-del' for a moment

ouch tCtDlO an t or-pe do , anchor; bov ~~IIci. cter-n •.'l'he ne ar-e only n few

"orda with no land courrtcr-pnr-t , Once thio' deticicncy "lao made appar-eut ,
.. .-. .

we took connfdez-ab Ie p..dns· 1.'0 cor-r-eet, it. It uas not all that cany
. .

to correct, for \-Ie had 110 reference boola; for our in·Lerro{::atorI3.UDe.

lo]oa1. oft.en we had to .r-ecor-t to nSluG descriptive Lnnrtuage to elicit. .. . . .

. the co(fl°ect terra 1'1'001 the priuol1cr' himself. '11he .in·~er:roe,dot'u lIould
. .

thcn' clebl'icf ea.ch, other, .and ru:",L1~e lists of the ee terms for. f'u 1.\11'e, use

,,'ith 'the o,thor pr Iocner-c , J';vcntllally "..0 o'bti~ined a U.S~ Marin:e ,.zitll

the uppropriate n.orth Vie:tnam('l(IC tJavi' liile'l.ti~tic qualifiCCl.tiolla.• lIe

\o,as conHiderablc help, ~ve.1 'tho~eB his' a~rivnl \.;uo· 110t u.~t~l ncar the

end .of tho intial interroeation period. II'he 'p11' . pr-Lsoner-s ·were Impr-esned

wi th our 1QlotlledGc of their opcrn.tionn and e qu i pmcrrt , \IC dicpluyed juot

enough of tllio to i nnure their honest,Y, 'by sholling them that if th.ey
. ,

wore to lie to us th!l°t ;we ,;ould inrltnntl~' know -i t. 'l'hey r-ecognf aed

the interrogator'a au middle men', at lC<.l.~i"L as fur nu peouliil.l'ly Haval

topics ue:re concez-ncd , but they never t r-Led to t'lke advanta.{~ of that

.oitUatioll~ In' facti they .took. .paino 'to make a subject cleai' to'l,.he

interrogator the first time ~ 00 that i't eeLdom had to be. asked again.

'l'hare '"lere, of cour-ae , vuat dir.ferences be tueen the knOl:1edce

of the more educated offic.ers, and the' unuchooIed enliotcd jiriDOners.

An event that ue 'lhour,;lt ini tinIly to btl laughable, but \'~hi"ch. tur'ned

out to be quite ce mous , Han uhen the enlisted. ~)ri aone r-n believod thll:t

tie 'nere cUllablen. 'i'ho.y had be-en. repeatedly tall/:ht that we "ere ruth.less

advoroil.ries, and that they nhouLd expe c t any burlJcric "lct from UD. if

tllj '-l~loe ca~tl1rcd. Lndced it.do- io l-ihy the Iuxm-Loun trciltl/lOn,t. ~-m9 to

~lfilRatclY make the.1n :;0 coopcr-u t i ve , but. initially they muot have

~O'ilsldured it to be li'ke' fLLt"..cning "Lhe lamb for, lilt~~(~htel·. In the

confiner. of shd pboar-d '~.j,vi.ng', we could not ne pur-a't e a.l1 the prisoners

. ...-t:»ufore inteJIOcation. 'I'hey \o:ould 'have been separated U:..,h;ld achor-e ,

as thi's io the in Lcrl:'Ol~atoI'& Ldea L, ~,~ i:(!l".! lil:d i ,·~d -;'(1 !:co·nco.-I iltC'

I
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only ~ho·:;() thn,1. \:q'e t,«. hr." ilrLel·rOea1.Cd , fro"1- t houe that had i,\l1'etl:uy ' .

ue eu iutorrocated. III thia pr-o oe no , \ole h'::c:an 1.0 r-emove prisone'ra fo'r .
. . .

ques'Uo,ni ne;,' one. by one •.'llhe.· pl'i~on~r~ r em.... ining e Lect.ed ~o be Hove.

tHat we l~cre cxecu·Ung -.and "eatinc" 'their co~rndcD, one at a. time 0.0 ..
.. .'

we r-emoved them. '1'11.0.1 had no \lay of knol'linff Hh...t \Ian really' ho.pponillf;

t,o them, AD w'c never returned thOEio' that \·,e had que n'tIoned to '1; he ,group
. I

't.hat had not ye.t been que at Lonud.• lie did,not l'1inh to ie:we thi8 ilRpre~f;ion
I' • .

'that "/0 I'/e1'0 oannaul.en', '.of cour-ae , an :l.bat. \'Iould be nO'l'lay' of encouraging

... _oQ,Opul'a,tion in om- itll..,:rro£~a·t·i{»)J. 'ric .colved.. the pr-ob l em b~ hl:.trchinB a

,group of ·those lo/ai"l..in« 'interroGation, punced a )'00111 I/here th~y could'

BOe that their comr-ade s \I.ere \1e11, heal thy and '.iovin.l, yet \010 obviollDly

\fould, not let theIR talk to thern. .

. 'llho onlioted inen, \oJhile not pOoscc.!.Iing an,: ."c:rcnt ~:encra). }~o'rlledl:i-e,

,"le~e th'o 'lIloot' experienced in their, particular ·area of 'reDPonsi.bi·lity~

The Horth Victnamcf;c officero. oven refQre~ us to npe.cific ero\'1 men

.,hen \'/e \'lere nskine for D. d.c·tailed aneuor concez-n i.ng a. opecific

pieco of ec"Uipmell.t au oh 'as the rcLdar or· r-ad Lo conao ln , 'l'hc enlisted

men l:cre ;"130' Vel'y valuable ~IOUrCeG'for confirming cxper-Lencea that

the .division had in common. ~.ectionins them \las an e)'.ccllent check

on tho credibility ~r the officerD, aD·vell as on e~~~·other.

Undcrutandaldy, the 1.\10 mo at- senior officers 1·lere. the moat

kJl0"lec16eilble. 'l'he divilJiori commander- hhwelf was,by fal' 'the lRoot

k..'1ol'lledc.eable of al;J. ~ All P'i~ officero :h~d rcceritl,y been demo t e d in'

a .eenera], reo~r.ani~ation of the ?'ll' i~oup in to uh;:Lt appeared on papez­

onlYI to be ,n larcer <And ·r.Jore r.ormal orennizatioll - the pljl .1"lotilla..

'llhci's division coumander- h~d,· ill 1964,. been tho exe cut Ive .officer 'or

.:~); uecond in command of the e~tiZ'e }J'I' 'f'1'OUI',' 'no" J:1I0Hn as a flotilla.

Irr that position, he had been rocpon~iblc for uc-Lermining th'c crltir~

fncts' and ci r-cunut nncen ourrounding the. 1964 attnck',' and for nubmd tting ,
. .

~l,hcse fin'dings to' NILval lleadcmnriero il.n.d cven tual Iy tl,\&· ,~il~h ctirn-inand

in Hanoi. He lo/aa the mont intellil',ent of ;)11 the pr-Lnone r n , He was a

1,.
I·

I
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'\Jlllarin" type 1):1 b i r Lh, :il!{1 h:d hr~;·.. a ;..b l c to l:';cap~ t:lf: l'm~C';n of t.l,e
, .

l"l)er l;'fJUe:l b.,/ nome adroit m:?u\lt'.:"c~ill':' ~1])(1 i.J:lp·)J'1.::mt c:orull!ctionn.' liiu

ife \Iao a, medical doctor" and, a profu:.rco:r ot' mcdioinc at. ti,u~ Univcl'rii ty

·f ,Hanoi. Hc' oaid she \10.9 f1mH\t in l~uci~:h1tl a1id"l~nf:1iBh, ;:Uld,' he .ioki,ngly

,polo~if.ed for 'not brin;rin~ her along.- he uai.d dlf~ CQl.l1l1 have he f ped to

.ranulate. 'He' "o.~ 'rlucmt in .French and ccnvcr uarrt in Chinc,r.lc, but, ini1. U:"l.ly

re J:neu no ;~nlj,sh. ,It uae hin uife's conne c t Ionn th:::.1. he Lped Ilim,' and enahLcd. , . .
lim to travel tddely throUl~hQllt Horth Victn:tm. IJ'ho other }JIll cr-ernnen had not

,H~C)l ,ou1.oide the ilR::lelliiltc' ru-e a uhe r c ihoir boat, \'lHO anr icned, c xce pt, fOl"

~'

Lh~ir annual Lenve , lJurint; thJ.t br-Le f t\,~O \'Icek period, f.:om~ of t hem had '

:Jl!cn o.llollcd home , Our aeni or' pri soner- \'W,S not the ord.ir:mr,y tr-ave ler. Ho

lIaD exceptio~ally aler"t and obclervant., In ~ddi.ti"(m to hi n ex trilord.inLlry

',po~/c:r[l of cbne r va t t on and the o.\"ili'L.y to ,l'er,wm1)cr \';hat he had s~en, he trao

privclodged to have lneLny friend~ 01' a:Hs9c'intes i'":. ,hi~h cov~rnl.lental

positionDe In idle ecnver-nat t on \~i th them, he Lear-ned much of mi l.i tal'Y

~ie.nificilrice that had no beal-inc \:/hat so ever on hiB Hewnl' pooition."

lie had learned, for example. fr'ou an J~lr lo'orce officor nl,out a U'.S.

Air }i'orca operation' a~ninot the ~;hQ.Jh Hoa bridc~"C. ,'l'hie had been a partic:ularl,t

tl'oublesome target, that ino:(,piLim:i.bl~' wo' could never serioualy damage -. '

'l'bis specifio operation 'eoncerned an attempt b~' the U.:::. Ail' Force, to

drop photo-scnoative minco in 'the river. 'J'ho,)' vez-e to float under thp.

'bride-. ,.,here the ab.:ido\l of the bl'idBtl '-Tould tz'i{::ecr the expl'oa i on; thUD

cl:lmaging' 1.~le bridec from be Lov , ~i'he atte,mp'L vas a. fai lure. 'l'llifot, we' knew

for our recoimaior.a.ncc r-evea l.ed the br i"dg-c had not sUf~(.rcd any damaec.

~~e knew nothinB 'more. however- for tho pla/le, crlrryill:t~ the' Iilin~a never

'returned'. Our f)J'i:Joncr nOH 'told un thai. one mint} hnd been r-ecove r-ed , and

Gent to lIanoi for expldLati on. He told us un in1.cr(!utine-; nLory of their

neno;ations ,\o/i t h Lhe liuooinno \·Iho vantcd to ta!{c 'it back Lo i,l~scow. '£hey

c'V~rfuit.lly (;cttlcd for a joint e~pl'cit;"ltio.l1 ill Hanoi 'Hith tho Huooia.nc

pro.vi.ding 'Lechnical u.sElotn.ncc aud in "t"urll. be Ing able to ke ep the /

intelligen'ce ·e:leol1.~d from the 'rlcvice. He Hc'nt in'Lo oon sf de rnbl e det<lil

-mr the Ilhoto-ocllnative ·Ll'i'-~l·;er. "ll~'~ch oi' cour ne , ve kne\!.." ,1'ut i't,.·chouec.l



o..
.i\.U~1. hO\-I much "cuuuaL" Lnf'ormat i ou l,hin·I:IL.tll hl"~ll acquired and cou Irl l'qmemlJC1'

':ill <.l~1.ail. °j'hio, ;..P,J)cllJJ\\t~h uor-e infi:)J~IM.~iion Li ke j.t, "mn freely vo.Iun t c ez-ed ,. .
lie kNOll thn'\, he .kneu opee l r t c .lIav~l ma-Li-l'n-o, bu·t,. He ~bviollPlj' had no "say

of, d"etcI'mining this expanded f:ICOPC of )::n'ol-llc.df:;~. ~'e liad to .!;ely completely,· ..
. ,

upon h i n vollln1..;,.ry recollection. l.ic l1ere not cl;isappoin"Lou. ~;],c:h :Lime:, in

uuch caue s , \:e lli;lre able to ehe ck, and ·evcry. time fhC' fnformat.iOn· COuid~)C .

verified correct. !, .

·_··...... ~·hio pl'iaoner statetl UI~t 'he wou l d 1i.1:0 to o1.ay witli un for a ycar,

..·.nd Lhen t,c1.urn to Horth Victmun. He r-ennone d that .i n tha·t period of ti"!c,

hI! could become an exper't on the United Uta·l.eo. He ,believed tlmt tlliu .
. .

kno\-Jledne \'lould'l~ive hill', added ut.uLun upon h Ln return home., i.le waa p:robably

corrcct~·I talked \:ith thODe men for a.'month. In thu,t time, thin man had

be eome l'cma.rlm,bly capable in tHe l!.:nalish lLl.ngl.lC'.lte. I"rom la.ter rcportu, I

JQ101i hc".con·tinued to im::-rovc li~e;Uif:ltican.y, 'and. fr~m OUT e~rlier. experiences,

I am eur-e : that .'"Ii 1.h his 1>ouerfJ o~ .obeer-vat Lon, l.ha.'t he "laD le'i.rning a lot

more n~out UD. lron.ically, he I'1il.S kept .for jus't a little Inort) .t han ... year
. . . .

and then r-e tur-ne d to lJorth Vietnam, a.Lt hougn this had no:thinl~ to do '~it'h

his request.

II,

'l'he· ae eond rnost D~nior offi.cer llaE: no boat· ~apt(tin uhen he ",au t aken

.. }lrisonc.r. but in 1964, he had been' the divi.sion commander- of l>ivi.l;Jion· 3'.

He .thuD had a' :f.'i~st hand uccourrt by .tht) most kno\-;ledgl!!a.blc·. officor ptococnt

on th~ N~rth Vi~tnamcco side of that initial at1.nck on tho ·~addox. l~
. .

wau' almost aD kno\ol-let.ll.~l'!·nbh all p:eneral HuV'nl nat tcr s , au our senior pr i aoner ,

but he did 'not. have ·the outoide expoour-e of· R~m-lIti.val affai.re. He \-~aG

in no Denne" the intl~llec1.mtl e quaI of t he .Deniol' man.· He had 1.0 be proded. .

and.Jemindeu. of mrt.ny "th-in£!3, .particularly t hone th:l.-t had occure d a uh i Le

118,0'.' Guch an his trail1ina in <':hina. 'I'hiG HUB expertly done, hOHever. so.
~ .

\-Ie were not· cett inc back our' olin an::;werc. lie frcel,Y pl'ovi dod the information,

but nome th~n£t to/au u·sua.lly ne ce nnary to' jOH hie melilory. Uct\-iccn t'hene tl:O

'1:n, there \~cro very fcu oueet Lonu tlmt. could not be an,u,wc:.l'cd ~bbu1.· the::

lIorth Victn'L1nc no N::~vy and LheiJ' Ll'aini·n.r: in China.
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J~ven:t\Hll]y, th~ infol~lIraLi~ln' J'r-ou UI'~:I( men UCC;WIU .:;0 comp l cx, 'awl

~cculiar to··lJiLvl'll mattern, that the! ;1rO\1I111 ·ori.:~nf.ed'.U.::i. iJ1te·rr:o(."llto~G
. . . .

could not 'properly proceed \·.i th the' que: u1..ioni til';, compr-ehend the amaucr' and

imm,diatcly follo,., it up by another pCl'iainctl't· ·queution. It \-/ac ne ce auar-y

to have n naval orricc~ to nuval officc~ di~cunDion. 111iu pre~ented a

problem 'be cauae of tho' Iunguuge difficulty ~ 'i'he ucnior offi.ccr' "ilLB DO

uillin.t't and coopc:rn1.ive , howe ve r-j and Glichtl,Y fI'\n~1.rated .by not be ing

.....ble to make h mine Lf \ludc.rhtood, ·that 1 c·lccted to speak with: him

clircctly. 'l'b-e diGc\Hilili9n lias ;.\ mi.xtur-e of Ji'J'euch and ChincGe \Ii ill the

·aid of ~iilgrQ.ms, bu t ev(:n1.urJJ,..ly,· I ''laS able ,to learn all that ~,'needed

to about' Uorth Vietnamese Jla.va.l ·tacticn.

'l'he t\lO nendoz- offi'cer13 n tnnd out for their contribution .of information,

but that \,;ao t,o be expected considering the education level of the

remQ.ini.~l{( crew members. '!'he total fund of information can only be thour;ht

of aD comins froln ull the men aD a whole. ,I}'ho oiherG "IOre neC&DSary, che cka
. .

to the inforr:intioi1 supplied, 'und· in certdn im~ttince6, they provided

detailed or unique information, unknown to the 1,\-10. top me n , ''l'ho information ,.

provided .was very valuablo·. 'j'rue, much of' it '-la.s known or ou'spcct~d before.

but our .knowleago of it waG 'f~om very sanGit~ve Do~rces that prevent&d UB

from freely diatributing thin necofJoary inte lligcnce to ·the floc.t un-ito

that needed it for their oun self-pl'otection. HClH we could"provide this

to all the U.:.i•.ships" and not just. au theory, but as hard intelligence. .

inrol~mati:on. 'l'berc could be no que ut Lon 'Ll.13 -LO its validity'. ·llinety perc,ent

or it·, 1" cQuld confirm from pe r aonaI r-ecol Le c t Lon , l"'ive percent, I' could

confirm when I r-eturned t o my files 'and Checked', and fivc }lorc~mt there
. .. .

,,'ao ne \lay or confirming, but since' eLll else had checked .90 completoly,

it wa.J r-euacnable ' to acaume tha t thj.s small unchecked pe r centage was

a1801correct.
"";':.'1'

i

~!hiB exper Lence \0/300 truly un i que. IIcver bef'or-e had "/C had the .opr.ortun i, ty

j.Q.,ac!uire auch a 'maDG or v~luutlLl'y infori:m1.ion from LL f~l'(;.~ haud vceur-cev cn

.a lJavy ui 1,11 "ihi ch \Ie i,cl'e en(~d.r;ed in a. 1I1irni t e d" ~/a.r. 'l'hcrc W&'lU nlmoat
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!lothi,nr. \-;0 u.r,lt.ecJ t.hi.t.t cou Iu no L he :lll:;UCrf\l1. <';"r·.lailll:r,

fortunat.o to have t.hiu 11;1'01l£>, in '~h;d the.y t.cre the v·er.y

\;c'Q~J'~ p;A.rti.Gl.llarl,y

cne n that hLHi

It is p~tiC?ularly iIllIlol"~ilnI; \~hol\ cval1tcL1.ing the infol'm"UoJl lJrovidcd

by these men, that ul though Lhc.y ue r e exccpt'iO:lfLlly Hell tr-nrltc'd, they

\'/ere not bcinl; coerced into pr-ovidiuC' Lnf'or-mat Lon , 'fhey t a l ked freely,

be en involved, in .th~ 1964

full (;1iory frol3 l.he !lor·t.ll
';0.

'.iatldox aff......ir •. IVe ver-e ab Ie then. to obtaill thCl

Vie"tncl.lRC60 'oide, and learn their IIlo1.ivCEJ aD \;e11. ..
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"lhic11 'lie nov knovr to be a na.Uonal Ch;;:,l"~~ct·::riu·tic. '.i.·hey betrt~ycd no

oonfidcJ1ce. of their Bovernlr"~'ntt nor did they viola.to any oa.th 10 their

country. 'l'hey ,',ere no.vcr ta.u{~h-L 1.0 concea l r:lilit::.t.ry infol'mat.ioni It waD·

au simple ....s that. 'l'hey acte d honor-ab Iy by the Dtandurd:] of, their government

and.milit;.~r'y ser'vicc, au~ these, a:fter all, .ar-e the ·ntal1dal'dG"'lga.i·n~t l-/hich

they Dhould be jud.ged

t'

',LI)lO of the prisonerfJ had been. ·injured uhen they trere captured. '111e

injuries ·...er·c not .o~ ma.jor I:lilr,nificance, nlthoueh' i~~.I:>~~'~· cl.:i.n. I.~'~J' l'lel'~

greatly aggrivatcd by ·tlLe priu~l1el.J~ l1reviouD otate of ill he.,.lth. "l'ilCOO

meJl tlero' given' IRcdical at·tention,· and tIC immed.ia.tely offered to .repatriate
. .'
them. It \-,as apP,l·oxirn"a.tel:r '1.\0/0 morrthn bef'or-e UOl'tll 'Vietnam ,",ould ucce pt,

their return. 11'he remaining' pri eoners \'Iere. finally accept:t'Hl by Uorth

Vietnam a li 1.1,10 more than a .year after their captur-e , 'lie had 'been' l·eady·

1.0 z-eLeaae them much earlier, but aga.in there. uns much r-eIuctiance on

behalf of North V·ietnam 1.0 accept the r-etur-n of tlici.r sa"iloro.

IJlhe value of the informntio.n from this ~nterroeation, and the

efficient metbod of hLl.ndlinrr the pr-f aoner-c under lees -than· ideal

circ'YRs1.anceD "ma recor:ni1,ed and ·prai~elJ., by the hi(.l,hcEt Leve In of

our/·.0vernlRent a.t \he time. fJ'he U.~. Iiu.vy de oe rve c much credi.t for thin.

Ir)~~· started "lith no prior e xpe r i ence in an entcl'i-,rille of thio nOTt, yet

tlley com.piled a .d e t a I Led report that left vil-1.ually nothing. unknown
. '..

about North Vietnam' n IhwYi they Leur-ned a. l~ei:.t dea I about t ne ' Chinrnc
.." :
Commuhist Ilavy und thefr tr~:l.ininl~· ;--l'or.edm·ol.q they .lc,u:t\ed'" ~·n.ctu here-to-

.
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,',' Ore unllv.d l ab le about t he ef'Te c t n of U~;)••lir opor:l.tionn il.r,¢v.i"nut the,. ,

ortll; 'Lhe,Y Iear-ned to have a l~oo(l fCfl.l for. :Lhe ut':cir.io·11 Jilak/.ing and '

hOU~lt p'~ocef.wes of the IJor1.h Vie1.n:ameoe ,leader-oj. and they !extr~ct'ed and
. . . '. .. .

:uel~ reported a. mo.cs of; information ~f a {~eol-'.T.a p.hical and ,hyci o~,:l 'nature
, I •

.hat was vi tal to 1,11e t;.LI'~~etine or.ricora .pl,mning Air ,lo'~r'ce: and Navy bombinE;

'lioai.ons. 'l'he pri30nero believed that the United :itat'ca was: consci~ntio\\5ly

'l.ttampting to strike m1l'i tary tnr(~et'D on1y and. trying 1.0 avpfd injuring

lhc civilian population. 'j'hey d i.rscunaed one well kUOI'm and ~,elt publicized
, . ,

·ni.otake., but they rc;coc,11i.zed thi s for jUt;t that -' a. milltake~; 'L'boy were
. ,

nmOU8 to help us diGt,ingvigh be twe en militCtry and .civilial~ ~ar'setB.
. . . ' . .

'l'heir help in 'this a.roa, ecns i de r Lng th~ ma.ny bor-der-Lf ne tarcets, W$B
, . '

of imlRense value, and could have been obtained from fO\'1 otl)er,. 'BO\11'CO&.

...

:
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I
I

I
I
I

. ~o,p8ideril1g the pr-edcmfnance of nava I inforlnation in 1.11io in~~:rroe:a.tion,

it is obvious ,tha.t the Navy tlan the o~ly o.eency that could, have fully .

,'cxpl~i ted' thCGO particub.r priconcro.' 'l'h()' )epartmcnt of 1).e~'ense nheuLd '

be commellde'd ,for recof;ni?ing thic and truoting th~ir remni!nine q\le~tions

to .l~ba.t they would hD:VO conmde r-cd aa an "umatour" team o~ interrogators.
, , ,

'l'ruat in this case, .,an \lell ,fpundc'd" for not only 'lere s~ecific qucctionB

o.f, othe,J' ac;encics allGwcl'ed, but the Ua,vy team, :recof1~i zin~ the ,'need of

others. ,l)rovided much thor-ough informa.·tion to thc~e' aoi.)l,ci~B \.;ith~ut

wa.iting for ·their foribal rOQuests. 'l'his \"las a unique and proci,dent setting
\

event, that proved C1g"ciin that the JoIavy, if left alone" hab the' ini·tio.tive

and competence to .do: a. to.ok, tJ~at \-dl) m.~e~tlY exceed the; expectations

of thODe located at far 'removed headq'uartorG. 110 book could have been

writ,tell on how'to do this. The, «uc at rons could not have ~et":n cent in

1'roln.afar. It WiLU nometbing th•.Lt had to be orr:anized 011 ~he ccene , and

a.d~:J.iBtcred directly. 'J'hi.n ex-ploi. ta ti'on r e ce i ved li1.tle i Jlubli c attention.

a~dJfor that ma.tter, 'only a very limi ted e xponur-e l:i thin: the mili to,l'Y,

Proba.bly be caune of the. potentia.l' embariltssment OVO,l' the ~~'onkin events o'f
, !

.J;964. 111hi~ io unfortunate, be cuuae it Wow iJ.ll il:'lportant and '';011 .executed

etfort, t'hat deue rve s a. place in 'the .r"ilitaJ'y hint,ory' ot" io~r ,'Vicf.nalR

invdYemont.
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PIu ~I our r-ou Li 11~'i'he ue 1U'i none.r II r

:1fJ . to have pe r-hnpu Lhe IRew L comp Ie te i n t e I Li {".t': nee ~wai1.,b1e on c.ny u~tiOl}
In the Vietllame.ae uur , I1. uas moot impoJ"tairt. that we obtain 'Lhe full

I'ic~\lr~ of tllOCO .da.v o in Au{!:un1. 1964, £'01' they rcnultcll in tho O:ulf of

'l'onkin l(eooluUOIl, \Ihich in "lUl'U involved into the chaI'te~' for. the

"·ntire war.
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